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. The Character, Preaching, &c. of the Rev. Mr 
140 GroRGE WHITEFIELD, impartially repreſent- 
ec dl and ſopported, in a SERMON, preached 
boufe " in Charl-ſtoun, South-Carolina, March 26th, 
to. Ano Domi, 1740. By JoSEPH SMITH, 
Mz D M. With a Preface by the Rev. Dr, 
165 | CoLMan, and Mr Coorzx of Boſton, New 
ace England, 
e the © TO THE 
184 | 
ADE R. 
3 R E D 
r tbe 0 | 
feck HE following diſcourſe was encloſed to us 
206 | ; by our dear brother the worthy author 


of it; and we have read it with high pleaſure 

rof and ſatisfaction. The defign is ſufficiently in- 
227 timated in the title page. It is indeed a ſermon 
of an extraordinary nature, To give, from the 


Py pulpit, the perſonal and miniſterial character of 
a living preacher is very unuſual, or, perhaps 
£4 altogether new. But ſo is the occaſion; and 
wm the diſcourſe muſt be looked upon to be apolo- 
3%  gerical rather than encomiaſtic. The manifeſt 
ate deſign is to ſupport the cauſe by vindicating the 
/4 man; not a private and party cauſe : But that of 
42 | Primitive piety, and catholic Chriſtiani:y; the 
- cauſe of Curiſt an:1 truth, if the peculiar doc- 
| ; trines of the golpel, the aſſerting and clearing 
% | whereof was the glory of the reformation, may 
o be 1o calied? A cauſe, this in which zeal, is cer- 
| 2} tainly a virtue. 
=. | As to the-Rev, Mr Whitefield, the perſon re- 


ferred | 


i To the READER, 


ferred to, and named, he is the wonder of the 
age; ard no one man more employs the pen, 
and fills up the converſation ef people, than be 
docs at this day: None more admired and ap— 
p auded by ſome, contemned and reproached by 
others. the common lot of the moſt excellent 
men ihe warld has ever had to ſhew!. 


While ſo many others are ſpeaking and pub- 


Iiſhing tf eit ſentiments concerning'tiin, with all 


free. cm, Mr Smith thought himſelf not preclud- 


ed. He hath had as much opportunity as moſt, 
to inform bimſelf concerning Mr Whiteheld's 


dectrine, manner of lite, purpole, faith, charity, 
long-tuffcring, patier ce, perſecu ions, and afflic- 


tions Which h ve come unto him: And wh.t he 


has leen and heard, that declares he unto us; and. 


we receive his teſtimony, becauſe we know him 
to be a gentleman of good ſenſe and ſtrict vera- 


city; and allo free from enthuſiaſtic impreſſions, 


unleſs ſeri us religion and experimental piety, 


are fo called, as we have mclanchuly oc caſion to 


obſerve they oftrn are, Tiere appear to us 
plain marks of ſincerity and impar:1ality in the 
tollowing account. Ana.the ſame things have 
been repor:ed to us by our Reverend Brett ren, 
of the like character, hem we know and corre— 


ſpon with, in places which Mr Whitcfild nath 


viſited and preached in. 

And as to nis thuughts reſpecting the views 
of providence in ra fig up men of this amp 
ard f;irit m our day, he cxpieſſes them with 
great mocelty and caution, and we cannot but 
apprenend they are cou tenanced frum ſetip— 
ture, r-alon aud obſei vation. a 

Wen God is about io carry on ſalvation vo 
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he 


To the RE A D E R. in 


With any remarkable ſucceſs, he will raiſe up 
Þitable inſtruments to work by. He will form 
ind ſpirit men for great and extraordinary un- 
dertakings, when he has any great and extr or- 
Winary purpoſes to ſerve. 


Thus when God's. time for this great and 
ood work of building che ſecond temple. was 


come, Joſhua and others were animated ro un— 


ertake it; and though they were men wonder» 


Fed at, for the warmth of their zeal and te bold- 
neſs of their enterprize; that in the face of ſo 
many oppoſers and difficulties, they ſhould un- 
2 dertake tv rebuild the holy city and the temple; 


yet they were raiſcd above all dilcouragrmetits, 


3 and ſtood firm againſt al! oppoſition, being for— 
tifi d with a ſpeci] promiſe of the M flith, in 


whole ſtrength and by whole 1nflueuce they thould 


de ſucceſsfully carried on in their werk. Hear 
nov, O Joſhua the high prieſt, Thou and thy 


fellows tnat fir befott hee; tor tney are men 


| wondered at: For | will bring t ith my ſervant 


the Branch. Beheld the (tone that 1 have laid 
before Johua: Upon ne ſtone ſhall be feven 
eyes, I will engrave the engrav.ng thereof, 
faith the Lord of holts; and | wil iemove the 
iniqui:y ot that land in one day,” Zech. ul, 
8, 9. | 

do when the goſpel church was to be ſet up 
in the world, and tne Gentile nations ty be con- 


5 vericd to the knowledge and faith of ] ſus, a 


dozen poor illiterate filh-r.nen, were endued 
with power from un high; an tet forth to open 


mens eyes, to turn the. fron darkneſs to light, 
and froin the p:wer of Satan to God, 


Aud in 
them „as fulfiiled that which is written, Paal. 
vin. 


iv To the RE ADE R. 


vii. 2. % Out of the mouth of babes and ſuck- 
lings haſt thou ordained: ſtrength, becauſe o 
thine enemies; that thou mighteſt {till the ene» 7 
my and the avenger.“ [ 
And when the church was overſpread with © 
Popiſh darkneſs, ſuperſtition, and icolat:y, and 
the Romith tyranny was at its very height“, it 
pleaſed Gd to enlighten ſome ecclefiaitics gra- 
dually in the knowledge of his truth, and then 
anima'e and aſſiſt them to lay open the errors 
and corruptions of Popery, and boldly to aſſert he 
and maintain the pure truths of the goſpel, Of xcfo 
this numter were Zuinylius in Switzerland, and but 
Luther in Germany: Names that will be had in mg 
everlaſting remembraice in the records of the ma 
church. me 
The reſolute oppoſition that was made againſt the 
them, and the contempt that was poured upon 
them, inſtead of cool inflamed their courage. 
The further ſearch ti ade into the depth of 
thoſe corruptions that had overſpicad the church 
the more light ſtill broke in upon them. They 
found its dectrines poiſoned with hereſy, and its 
worſhip corrupted with ſuperſtition and idola- 
try; and Chriſtianity grown very like to Pagan- 
Hm. Under this conviction they loudly called 
upon all that had any concern for their fouls to 
go out of Babylon, as they would nut be pal ta- 
kers of her plagues. Anu multitudes of people 
were influenced by their preaching and wii- 
tings, to renounce the Romith duQrrives and ſu- 
perilition; and many of the priaces of Europe 
too 


In the 16th century. 
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o the READER. 


doo were inclined to favour and fall in with the 
5 Reformation, 


As for Luther in particular, he was a won- 
d rous man, and the almighty power of God was 


1 — manifeſted in him. When he firſt 


ppeared, © What could be expected from a 
oor fryar, creeping out of a cloiſter? He was 
125 by his friends to get inte his cell again, 


nd to ply his prayers, and not venture upon ſo 
azardous an. undertaking as to preach againſt 
the Pope, or attempt ſo impoſſible a work as the 
re formation.“ But, “ not by might, nor power, 
but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord of hoſts.” This 
1mgle inconſiderable man was more than a 
match for the powers of Rome, and was inltru- 
mental to produce one of the greateſt changes 


the world has ever had to marvel at. 


And whea it pleaſes God ro renew the face 


of religion; when prigi ve Chriſtianity, and 
the pouer of godlin 
reforming churches; when the profeſſors of the 


all be revived in the 


* goſpel ſhall be recovered from the falſe princi- 
: ples they have embraced, raiſed above thoſe 
dead formalities they have fo long reſted in, and 
| awakened out of that lethargy they are fallen 
into; when theſe expected times of reformation- 


| ſhall come on, it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that God will raiſe up thoſe to effect it, whom he 
Vill furniſh with a good meaſure of the primi- 


tive apoſtolic ſpirit; whoſe hearts ſhall be en- 
flamed with a burning zcal for the honour of the 
Redet mer, and love to the ſouls of men; and 
who ſhall thcreture be willing to deny theme 
ſelves in theſe things which are dear to the mot 
ſhall not ſcruple to go out of the common road, 

to 


vi To the READER, 
to ſpread the triumphs of the goſp-l, and fetch 
in ſouls to ]-ſus Chriſt; and will not be diſcou- 
raged by any opp ſition they may meet with. 
Cuoſidering the preſent ſtate of taings in the 
Chriſtian world; how can we expect any gieat 
change for the better, but in a way that ſhall be 
extraordinary. | 
And if there is any appearance of ſuch a work 
at any time, or in any place, ſurely we ſhould 
take care not to ſlight and undervalueit; much 
leſs ſh:-uld we reproach and cenſure it, or thoſe 
who are uſed as i:ftruments in it, ſo far as it 


ſeem to be from heaven, and further it with our 


prayers, as thoſe who are waiting for the king- 
dom of God, 


We w-uld therefore beſpeak the prayers of 


the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, into whoſe hands 


theſe papers may come, both for our dear bros: 


ther the author of thig diſcourſe; who is with 


great zeal contending fog ſome important points 
of the faith once delivered unto the ſaints, a- 
gainſt ſome who openly oppoſe them, and la- 
buuring io promote practical godlineſs, in the. 


place where divine providence has appointed his 


preſent ſtation ; that he may be aſſiſted and ſuc- 


ceeded in all his faithful ſervices for the Re- 
deemer's kingdom: and allo for the Rev. Mr 


Wnitefield, that ne may (as he has well expreſ- 


ſed himſelf in- ſome of his letters to us) ** be 


kept humble and dependent on our dear Lord 


Jelus;” be preſerved in his travels ſtrengthened 


to nis uncommon labours, and fortified againſt 
all oppoſition; that Satan (who cannot but have 


a peculiar enmity at thoſe who ſo ſet theinſel ves 
againſt his kingdom) may never get advantage 
0 
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To the READER, vil 


L him, to the blemiſh or tindrance of the great 


and good work w'ich we hope is begun and go- 
ing on: that God would cauſe him alwiis to 
triumph in Chr ſt, while he makes manifeſt che 


Aavour of bié knowledge by him in every place, 
and uſes him as an inſtrument to bring back 


many wanderivg ſheep io the Shepherd an Bi- 
ſhop of their ſouls: and very particularly that 
his pr.-poled coming to us, may be with as full 
a bleſſing of the goſpel of Ch iſt as other places 
have exp: rienced, and much more abundant, by 


the will and grace of dur God! 


Boſton, N. E. 
JUNE 7. 1740. : 


Benjamin CoLMaNn, 


WILLIAM Coo ER. 
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THE 


CHARACTER, PREACHING, &c. 


OF THE 


REV. MR, GEORGE IFHITEFIFLD, 


Impartially Repreſented and ſupported. 


Jos xxx i. 17. 


I SAID, I WILL ANSWER ALSO MY PART, I ALSO 
WILL SHEW MY OPINION,— 


Y defign from this text, is to ſhew my im- 
partial opinion of that ſon of thunder, 
Why has lately graced an] warmed this deſk ; 
and would have been an crname Nt, I think, to 
the beit pulpit in the provinces Jappy th all [ 
think myſelf, if 1 can unly cliach the nails, this 
greet * maſter of aſſemblies has ajrcady faſtened. 
Like Elihu, the gallant vouch before us, “1 
am now ful! of matter; the ſp! rit wit! in me con- 
Rraincth me: my telly is as wines which hath no 
vent, it is ready to burlt like new bottles, I will 
Ipcak, that | may be refreined,” — Others have 
; reely ſpoken their ſentiments of the wondrous 
. nan before me; and | have heard the defaming, 
Is was well as the applauſe of many,—* | fads 
A therefore, 


That miniſters of the goſpel are called maſters of 
lemblics. dee Pool's Annotations on Eccl, x11, 11. 


Pd 


2 Character, Preaching, &c. g 


therefore, I will anſwer alſo my part, I will al{ 
ſhew mine opinion. — in this, | Cefign no offence bl 
nor would 1 give flattering titles to any man, lel Re. 


my Maker ſhould take me away. + ol 
The ſcheme I propoſe is, IB. 
1. To give my opinion of the doctrines he in. IP! 

fiſt-d upon, and fo well eſtabliſhed. A 
II. To ſpeak ſomething of the manner of bis bt 8 
preaching. c os 
III. To offer my fentiments upon his perſonal K. a 
character. ds 
Laſtly, To give my thoughts, what providence A 
ſeems to have in its view, in raiſing up Nr 
men of this ſtamp in our day, almoſt every Shi, 
where ſpoken againſt, yet creuded after $ 
and juſtly admired, =, 
J. I ſhall give you my opinions of the -doc- + 
tripes he infiited upon among us, Fun 


To ſpeak more generally; they were doc- Fer 

triacs, 1 am of opinion, agrecav/e to the dic- 1 
tates of reaſon: evidently founded upon r Go: 
ture; exaQly correſpondent with the articles of t 
the eſtabiiſnment; cf great vie and neceſſity $ 
in forming the Car:ſtian life; which L had early me 
imbibed from the beſt u riters and ſyſtems; from 4 
which I have never y-t ſcen reaſon to recede, 
and which therefore yuu are wiinedles, I have he 
not failed to introcu:e and incuicate, in the 
courſe of my miniſtry, among ycu. Inf 
To be more particular; 3 
One of the cefrines, which he has hardly 
paſſed over in ſilence in aug ſingle diſcourfe, wh. 
that of original fin, A truth ſo manifeſt in ſcrip- 
ure, 


ali 
tence, 
n, Ich 


f The Rev. Mr. Whitefield, 3 


ture, that, 1 am almoſt of opinion, it is impoſſi- 
ble any ſincere, diligent and unprejudiced in- 
quirer ſhould miſs it; for it is written in ſun— 


: beams, that a man may run and read. 


ge in- 
of his 
{onal 


dence 
ig up; 
every 

after 


-doc- 


doc- 
dic- 

ſcrip— 
cies of 
ce ſſit 
carly 
from 
-cece, 4 

have 
in the 


nardly 1 


rie, 158 
ſcrip- 


rure, 


— 


By orig! inal fin, I mean nothing lels than the 
impu: tation of Adam's firſt ſia to all his polterity 
by ordinary generation; which imputa: jon is the 
reſultance of his bring conltituted to act for 
them in the extenſive capacity of a legal repre» 
fentative ; the conſequ-nce of which is that in- 
herent corruption of nature, and thoſe ſinful pro- 
penſions we are now born with into the world, — 
As to the point of imputation, it is a doctrine, 

it mult bz confeſſed, of more iatricacy ; about 
which, it is therefore poſiibl-, a w-ll-meaning man 
may labour under ſome ſcruples, while perhaps 
he allows of the depravity of hu nan nature, 
T hougi I mit beg leave to exprels n / lur- 
priſe, chat any perſon of juigment ſhould g1ain= 
tain t iis dt pravity, and not immediately diſco 
yer its neceſſary connect ons with tar impu- 18186 
and now impoſſible ic is to ſecute the Juſtice of 


God, without h. wing recourlz to it: for cert in- 


1 the Corruption of human nature, ſo univerſal 
nd infeparable, is one of tne greatelt pugiſh- 
ent that ccull. be inflicted upon the ipevics z 

n:{ that it is inflicted; appears from hence, taat 
© God made man at nit upright,” Now, if 


Ehere be no previous imputation, to lay a legal 
foundation for this punith nent, then God has 
gnflited an evident punichment upon a race of 
men, perfectiy innocent, and whicn had neither 


Hund perionally, nor yet by imputa: ion; and 


thus, while we imagine we hongur te juſtice of 


God by reaounciag impu ation, We in tact pour 
A 2 the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the higheſt eiſhonour upon that ſacred attti 


bute, —T his, I fear, is the grand reaſon, wi; 
the adverſaries of original labour fo hard to ex 
plode the depravity of nature; fir ſhovld the 
once admit that, they are conſcious they mu: 


admit imputation too. I ſay, | fear, this is they 


grand reaſon. —How elſe is it poſſible a mas 


Mould queſtion a truth, written in capitals upor 
the moral world? A truth we feel in every pos. 


er of our ſoul ! what we read upon our own # 


hearts; and is indeed ſtamped upon univers. 


nature, within our korizon ; and wt.ich, the more 


righteous any man is, the more he feels and 4 
groans under,—We need not wonder then, ou: 
late incomparable preacher ſhould inſiſt upon 3 
original ſin, when we conſider, not only in what 3 
an inconteſtible manner he proved it, but ci 


what vaſt importance it muſt be. Fur to eve? 
my opinion treely; I cannot think, 1 can ice, 


how the Chriitian ſchemt can be onions wth 


itfelf, or ſupporied wich bonour, without this & 
baſis, I look upon it, not merely as a doctrine: | 
of the ſciiptures, the great fountain of truth, 
but a very fundamental one; from which, I hope, 
God will ſuffer none of you to be enticed, by 3 
auy ſophiſtry of the ſubtile diſputers of this? 


world, or charms of language, 
But to proceed, — 


Another doctrine we have lately had in the 
warmeſt language imprefled upon us, is that) 
Pauline one of juſtifica- jon by faith alone. And! 
here you will remember, how the preacher vin- 
dicated hinifelt from all ſuſpicions of Antino-? 
mian error, and opening a duor to licentivus\ 
manners: for while on the. one hand, he car- 
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neſtly | 
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teſtly contended for our juſtification as the free 
fc of God, by faith alone, in the blood of 
Unriſt, an article of faith delivered to the ſaints 
Hold; ſo, on the other hand, he took ſpecial 
Aare to guard againſt the licentious abyle of it, 
q would not © make void the law,” when he 
WMcrted that good works were the necefiary fruits 
nd evidences of true faith; telling us plainly, 
nd with the cleareſt diſtinction, that a man was 
ſtified theſe three ways; meritorioully by 
Chriſt, inſtrumentally by faith alone, declara- 
Hvely by good works, And believe me my 
Þrettren, this is the true gotpel of Jeſus Chrilt, 
and che writings of his apoſtlos. For when A- 
Þraham belicved God, was not it (his faith) im- 
Þured to him for righteouſneſs? And yet, was 

or Abraham our father juſtified by works, when 
he had offered Iſaac his ſon upon the altar? 
How ſhall we then reconcile this? Why very caſi- 
ty. The act of his faith juſtificd him thro? Chriſt, 
And the offering of Iſaac jutlificd that faith: the 


firſt in the ſignt of God, the other in the ſight of 
man. In juttification faith precedes, works fol- 
Jow after; tor if works preceded, or had any caſual 
influence into our juſtification, we might ſ{eera. 


% have © whereof to glory before God,” But 


here it is the free gift of God, and boaſting for 


ever excluded, 
n the 


> thatYyifion of merit, of which there can be no ſha— 


And! 


God, when he juſtifies a man, 
never finds, but makes him holy; without pre— 
dow in an apoltate creature. No; “by grace 
ye are ſaved, through faith; and that not of your- 
elves, it is the gift of God,” And could I live 
exel the virtues of the pious preacher himſelf; 
A 3 coull. 
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could I produce as many 


— 
1 


good works as the g 


ſaints in all ages collected together; I would wehe 


not for ten thouſand worlds put my juſtification 
upon them: I would only conſider them at 
bright and pleaſant evidences of the truth of m. 
faith in Chriſt, Good works are valuab]: 
things; God forbid we ſhovld liſp a word again 
them, in their proper place; we plead for them 
we preſs the practice of them, as incumbent 
upon all Chriitians ; but we cannot allow their 
any ſhare in our juſtiſication before God, They 
may prove we are juſtified ; but they cannot jul- 
tify us. No verily: © Not by works of righte- 
ouſneſs which we have done, but of his own 
mercy God faveth us.”—Hitherto then our 
preacher is orthodox in his doctrine, which bot? 
excludes licentiouſneſs, eltabl:ſhes the law, anc 
exalts free grace; theevideat defign and languag: 
of the goſpel, and which, | am of opinion, . 
very miniſter of Chriſt ſhould earneſtly cortenc 


for: becauſe the ſinner mult firſt fee himſelf na- 


ked, before he will come to Chriſt for his whit: 
raiment; 
righteouſnels of the ſaints, and which 1 counſe 
you all to buy of him, 

Regeneration was another great do&rine 
which the excellent man much inſiſted upon 
hardly a ſingle ſei mon but ne n eationed it ſome- 
times more than ta ice; and one, and perhaps 
the beſt of his diſcourſes, was ex prefeſſo upo! 
this ſobjeck. Nor can any man be furpriſcqd, 
that a miniſter of the New 


the pure and fine linen, which is the 


veril 


zeſv] 
that 
fin,” 
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i cttamenr thould # 
fo heartily eſpouſe a principle which our Lord 
himſelf began to ſpeak, and afterted as a moit 3 
fundamenial point of Curiftianiiy, inciſpenſably? 


requilice? 
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is the requiſite to eternal life; and this with ſo much 
would yehemency, and earneft repetition. “ Verily, 
cation verily, I ſay unto thee, Except a man be born 
m a! Again (from above) he cannot ſce the kingdom 
of mj af God.” He affures us, © We muſt be born 
uabl: of water and of the Spirit,” Our regeneration 
gainſt zeſults, in its neceſſity, from original tin, They 
them, that are“ ſnapen in 1niquity and conceived in 
nbem WM,” muſt be waſhed ana cleanſed. — By which 
then ig not meant the mere forms and rites of bap- 
They tiſm; not the waſhing away the filth of the fleſh, 
ot juſ as the corrupt Phariſees might waſh their hands 
ighte- and the outſide of the cup; but the anſwer of a 
; Own good conſcience towards God, purged by the 
3 ou: blood of Chriſt, For we can only be © ſaved 
| bot: by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing 
7, and of the Holy Ghoſt:“ the infuſion of a new life, 
guag: à divine, heavenly, and prolific principle. As 
n, c- We are by nature dead in treipaſles and fins, 
ntend God mult quicken us by his ſpirit, and through 
If na- that we muſt © mortify the deeds of the body, 
whit: and crucify the fleſh with its luſts and affections.“ 
is the For until we Kuow (until we feel the exceeding 
une! greatneſs of) the power of Chrilt's reſurrection, 
we have no put in him: we cannot enter into 
ctrine heaven; or it we ſhould, our firſt petition would. 
1por : be, to be diſcharged as toon as poſſible. Plea- 
ſome- ture is the reſult of harmony; the nature muſt 
has agree with the object: there mult be a great 
upon change upon the nature, to make us ſuſceptive 
Tr:1cc}, of the pleaſures of God's preſence, — 5 
hould # Cavillers and ſcoffers, | know, there are e- 
Lord Fnough in theſe latt days againſt this doctrine. 
moſt Some maſter of Iſrael may aſk, . How can theſe 
1ſablyJtlings be? Can a man, when he is old, eater a 
Luilice? ſecond 
1 
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troduces another doctrine nearly allied to this, In 
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ſecond time into his mother's womb and | . 
born?“ - Who ever ſaid he could? Or wh Aima: 
would it avail if he ſhould ? Bur, | hope, the Rgali 
may be ſuch a thing as a ſpiritual birth, ſub: relle 
quent to the natural. May we not be again b: 2. 
gotten to a lively hope ? May not God of + teeli 
own will do it by his word and Spirit? And me Of ** 
we nor then become as little children and new thou 
born babes.—Born not of blood, nor of the wi; wha! 
of man, nor of the will the fleſh, bur of God of at 
Are we not told in the moſt exprels language FT 
That which is born of the fleſh is fleſh ; an; 18 © 
that which is born of the Spirit is Ipirit?“ Ar fion: 
not here two births, one natural, the other ſpirit wha 
val ?—lI am really aſtoniſhed any man ſhoul: Wh. 
read his bible, and his own heart, and be Able 
ſtranger to this dectiine of the new bitth; with / wh 
out which all our buaſted morality and ethics m 
virtues, however ſplendid and rhetoricated upon, tune 
can never adorn us in the figl.t of God, no Witt 
qualify us for tis redeeming love. belt 
True religion is an inward thing, a thing o W 
the heart; it chiefly reſides there, and confiit: Goc 
in a right diſpoſition, and ſanctified temper of PF 
the will and affections; and as we have beer Bre! 
lately told, „“ in righteouſneſs, peace, and rad 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” Which naturally in- und 


and which was very ſtrongly inſiſted on, viz, In : 
The impreſſions or (which was the preacher”: Wy 


own f hraſe) inward feelings of the Spirit. And $24 
here you remember how he guarded againſt the Wi 
invidious cenſure of aſſuming the Character of . 
an apoſtle. Fi 


H. Ane 


? The Rev. Mr, Whitefield. 9 
and i He renounced all pretenſions to the extraor- 
r wh. Qimary powers and ſigns of apoſtleſhip, gifts of 
„the. Bgaling, ſpeaking with rongues, the faith of mi- 
ub Facles; things peculiar to the ages of inſpiration, 
ain h. and extin& with them. — He alſo allowed theſe 
of +; Jeelings of the ſpirit, were not in every perſon, 
dne at all times in the ſame deegree; and that 
d rey Wough a full aſſurance were attainable, and 
he u; What cvery one ſhould labour to attain, yet not 
God Of abſolute receſſity to the being of a Chriſtian, 
guar —7 Oaly he aflerted that we mignt feel the Spi- 
1 ; an; Flt of God, in his ſanctifying and ſaving impreſ- 
„ a; flons, and witneſſing with our own ſpirits, And 
bitt What is there in all this repungent to reaſon ? 
(011, What is there in it but what is perfectly agree- 
d be Able to ſcripture? How can we be led by the 
- with Fr or have joy in the holy Ghoſt, without 
ethic; ſome ſenſible preceptions of it? Can I at any 
pon time feel my ſoul in ſacred raptures, burning 
d, no with the love of God and of Carift, and all my 
belt paſſions alive? Can I feel a ſecret plealure 

ing of W the word, ordinances, and communion of 
ont: God ? Can I © taſte the powers of the world to 
per © come e” Can | feel the threatenings of God im- 
beet Prell:d upon my conicience, or promiſes of pa- 
and Fadiſe working upon my hopes ? Can I groan 
ly in. under the burden of my corruptions, or exult 
this, in the liberty of ipiric I may ſometimes have, 
iz In a calm and retired hour, in the meditation of 
cher'; Wy pardon, and the eontemplation of heaven 
And ® 4 Immortality ? I ſay, Can 1 have all theſe 
{t the Wings in me and do | feel them upon my ſoul, 
ter of ® nd yet this doctrine of feeling the ſpitit be bur- 
1 ſqued and ridiculed, in an age of infidelity, 

He $24 by men wig love to ſpeak cvil of the things 
Which 
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which they know not? Indeed a ſinſul and adu laſt 1 
terous generation, may ſeek after a ſign. Þ: ſcienc 
what ſign can we give them of things that mu bright 
be known by being felt? Or what ideas can * . 
convey of light to the blind, and of harmony : 7 
the def?—Let God touch their hearts as þ Minn 
has done ours, and they ſhall fcel what we fee An 

and whar 1 would not but feel for millions ebe 
worlds, But till then it is impoſſible in natu; and 
to repreſent it in a full adequate light to them preac 
and they may as well aſk for mathematical d: eu 
monſtrations in a point of pure morality, — Ih. is (i 
is a doctrine | have been acquainted with the org.n 
many years; it is not new or ſurpriſing to me PEN 
you have heard me preach it {cores of time: uarh 
though perhaps clothed in other expreſſion: hav 
and the iuflucnces of the Spirit, the impteſſiou 2 Zea. 
of grace. And however derided by ſome, wh: pref 
jet up and carels a ſyſtem of rational religion, my 
hope to have always enthuſiaſm enough to main the | 
tain that the Spirit of God may be telt. reine 
conclude this head, All the doctrines, now men: 
tioned, are primitive, proteſtant, puritaun! tion: 
ones; which our good fathers, conformiſts, and 
diſſenters, tave filled their writing with ; “ Aue dec: 
as Dr. Waits has well obſerved, “ Taey fille) Hos 
heaven apace, for God was with them.“ 

Yet ali that vaſt reverence wich which 1 hearc the 
theſe doQrines from the mouth of our famous Þ** 
preacher, could not win my applauſe or appro- the 
bation of ſome few harſher epithets and expreſ- A. 
ſions (you know what I mean) which crop: Jp 
from his lips. Theſe, in my opinion, may bey Þ 
pronuunced failings; but ſuch as often attend! 


a warm zeal for orthodoxy, ia che points of the 
| lab 


1 ad, laſt importance, ariſe from a principle of con- 
„ h. ſeience, and are found interwoven with the 
t mu biighteſt characters: and he that has none let 
an op caſt the firſt ſtone, 
oy: II. | ſhall next give you my opinion of the 
as þ Manner of his preaching. 
e foes) And here I need not ſay, nor can my pen de- 
ons ſehibe tis action and geſture, in all their ſtrength 
natu amd decencies. He is certainly a finiſhed 
them Pacher, a great maſter of pulpit oratory and 
dal d: elocution, while a noble negligence ran through 
Tu bis ftiyle. Yet his diſcourſes were very extta- 
1 theſ Ordinary when we contider how little they were 
o me premeditated, and how many of them he gave 
times usthe little time he was with us. — Many, 1 truſt, 
Mo, have felt, and will feel the impreſſions of his 
eon Zeal and fire, the paſſion and flame of his ex- 
W Pleſſions: which were ſuch, that 1 cannot think 
rion, MY public character of him“ in the leaſt exceed 
FER the bounds of truth and ſtrict verity ; only mak- 
—T mp that allowance for figures of ſpeech, which 
meg. is always expected, upon extraordinary occa— 
tarni; fins, and in the portraiture of , reat characters. 
s, and He appeared to me, in all his diſcourſce, very 
Aud deeply affected and impreſſed in his own heart, 
fille; How did that burn and boil within him, when 
he ſpake of the things he had made, touchin 
hear: the King! How was his tongue like the pen of 
1m0vs A ready writer? touched as with a coal from 
ppro- the altar! With what a flow of words, what a 
xpreſ. Krad profuſion of language did he ſ;:eak to us 
crop; pon the great concerns of cur ſouls? in what 
ay bed flaming light did he ſet our eternity before 
attend 4 us? 
}f the 
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us? How earneſtly did he preſs Chriſt upon us wen. 
How did he move our paſſions with the co: bh 
ſtraining love of ſuch a Redeemer? The aut h 
the ſilence, the attention, which ſat upon by 
face of ſo great an audience, was an argume: . 
how he cuuld reign over all their Power F 
Many thought © He ſpake as never man ſpakes 
before him. So charmed were people wit 4 
his manner of addreſs, that they Mut up ny 
ſhops, forgot their ſecular buſineſs, and laid * * 
fide their ſchemes for the world; and thi * 
oftener he preached, the keener edge h. 1 22 
ſeemed to put upon their deſires of hear him a 6b 
gain |—FHow awtfuliy, with what thunder an; 21 A 
ſound did he diſcharge the artillery of heave: 1 
upon us? And yet, how could he ſoften and mæ g 
even a ſolcicr of Ulyfles, with the love and meint 
cy of God? How loſs ſtrong, and pungens Cc] 
were his applications to the conſcience ; minglirg 4 
light and heat, pointing the arrows of the Ai 
mighty at the heart of ſinners, while he poure:gghe 
in the balm upon the wounds of the contritegght 
and made broke!» bones rejoice? Eternal themesęꝗui 
the tremendous ſolemnities of our religion werg 
all alive upon his tongue ! So methinks (if youth 
will forgive e the figure) faint Paul would 1005 | 
and ſpeak in a pulpit, and in ſome ſuch manner, I 
have been tempted to conceive of a ſerap! "at 
were he ſent down to preach among us, and top 
tel} us what things he had ſeen and heard M; 
bove !— How bold and courageous did he look '&{ 
He was no flatterer, would not ſufter men . 
ſettle upon their lees ; did not propheſy fmoothg 
things nor few pillows. “% He taught the way 
of God in truth, and regarded not the perſon olf 
men.“) 
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men.“ The politeſt, the moſt modiſh of our 
** Nes, he * 1 org the moſt faſhionable enter- 
e ll ments ; regardleſs of every ones preſence 
but his, in whoſe name he ſpake, with this au- 
thoricy, —He delivered his own ſoul, very ſharp- 
„erh Febuked our balls and midnight aſſemblies, 
Wakethigt bane of all that is ſerious and religious: 
To and 1 dare warrant, if none ſhouid go to theſe 
: due diverſions, till they have anſwered the ſolemn: 
* 4 queſtions he put to their conſciences, our theatre 
4 would ſoon ſink and periſh. | | 
ts You may be ſure 1 was not diſpleaſed with 
Se "his part of his conduct, when I bave {o often 


him 2g if mentioned theſe things, as of pernicious 


on th 
imen 


5 ©" engency to our morals, religion, and proſſ e- 
> i And wt o can blame a miniſter's freedom 
d me 


ind zeal; What hard meaſures, what cruel treat- 
d merght would it be to cenſure our plainnefs of 
an genpegch; when our very commiſli n requires us 
inglir He up our voice like a trumpet, to cry aloud, 
he Ang not ſpare to ſhew people their tranſgreſ- 
POL ons; and when the blood of your fouls, the 
ont riteseſt inſupportable thing in the world muſt be 
hemcgguired at our hands, it we be afraid to warn 
g! m ſure, would pcople conſider this, and 
(if youth we cannot poſſibly propoſe any temporal 
d look entage to ourſelves, by ſtriking at their right 
nner, 1. they would applaud, and not cenſure, our 
ſeraphahnth and freedom. 1 mutt tell you over and 
and tot again, fuch things are dangerous to your 
ard a. Ms; this cannot conſiſt with your. Chriſtian 
= look He flion and baptiſm ; they tend to devour the 
men tas and weaken all the young ſprings of vir- 
fmoothg and to craze the mot pious impreſſions. 


the way B But 
erſon ol 


14 8 Preaching, &c. . 


But if the voice of miniſters cannnot þ 37 
heard, at leaſt let the circum ſtances ct our cou wghn, 
try, and the louder roarings of providence, ""M 
and reflrain us; for ſure J am, it is now a tin arr 
to mourn, and not to dance: and the ſcriptu An. 
ſeverely threatens a people that diſregarded tꝭ Ah. 
operations of God's hands, from 

III. 1 now proceed to ſhew my opinion of ou jg 
preacher, in his perſons] character and bebe Ch 
viour. dalit 

Here I may take courage and challenge I Whil 
worſt enemies to lay any ching to the charge us 
his morals, or to atraign his ſincerity, ſo vitibl hen 
in kis whole deportment. fell 

While lie preaches up faith alone, in our ju 
tification before God, yet he is careful ro mait Ms 
tain good works, and denying ungodlineſs auh 
worldly luſts, to live ſoberly, righteouſly, an Thc 
-godly. Thele things the grace of God teach m 
eth us; and bow much of this doctrine has ha 
tranſcribed into his life? Huw rich has he bee 
in all good works? What an eminent pattern 6! 
piety towards God? How holy and unblame g 
able in all converſation and godlineſs? How fea Vari 
ſoned, how much to the uſe of edifying, aa 
his diſcourſes i ' How naturally does he turn thenWer 
to religion? How much is be given to mediiay 1 d 
tion hunleif, and how does he labour to càcit ch 
it in others? £ e 

It is indiſputable with me, that he affe cts nt Ut 2 
party in religion, nor fects himſelf ar the head © 
any: bad rhis bren his aim, no man living haf 
had faircr cccaſions offered: but he abhors ti 
ſſirit, te endeavours to tuppreſs it. He is all 
ways careful to ume his Sabbath diſcouiſes, 1 
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cou pot to interfere with the ſtated hours of wor- 

te, au ip ia that church of which he is a profeſſed 

a tin Amber and miniſter, and, in the opinion of 

riptu Any people, a very bright ornament ; becaule, 

lcd th Ahe told us, he would not tempt away hearers 
from their proper and reſpective paſtors. And 

of oui hot this a noble and generous, a catholic and 

bebe Ghriſtian ſpiric? He is not bigoted to the mo- 
Aities and leſſer rites and forms of religion, 

ge l\While zealous enough, and very warm and jea- 
arge (us in all its eſſentials, eſpecially in the divine 
'vilib! H&hours and Godhead of his Saviour. He pro- 
es love to good men of every denomination, 

ur jul told us, that the © kingdom of heaven con- 
» main Ats not in meats and drinks.” He appears to 
eſs an ie a man full of the Holy Ghoſt and of faith. 
y, an Though his prayers, in this pulpit, were all ex- 
teach Kmpore, yet how copious, how ardent, with 

has What compaſs of thought? The Spirit of grace 

ie beg d ſupplication ſeemed to be poured out upon 
tern n in plenty, and to kindle and animate his 
blame votions. He prays in public with that ſpirit, 
ow ſe: Mriety, and fluency, which could only be ex- 
rg, aeced from a man who was no ſtranger to the 
n thenWecered duty in private. He lives mucn by faith, 
medic: hd above the world: deſpiſes preferment and 
 cxcitWches; of which laſt, 1 am told, he has had 
great offers in Europe. — His heart ſeems ſet 
<&ts pon doing good, He goes about his great 
head 4 aſter's work with diligence and applicatin 
ing haWnd with ſuch cheerſulntſs, as would make one 
zes tin love with a life of religion, which has fo 
e is inany inward ſprings of the beſt comforts, and 
ils, not that gloomy, melancholy thing which pre- 
. ﬀudice and imagination make it. He is proof 

B 2 againſt 
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againſt reproach and invective. When he is 1. 
viled, revileth not again, but prays heartily f 
all bis enemies, and that ſuch as oppoſe t. 
truth may be converted to it, He Proſeſt oo 
himſelf to lay down his life for Chriſt, and 9 
Tpend, and be ſpent in the ſervice of fouls, _ 
Such a man has all imaginable claim to or 
higheſt love and honour. 1 freely own he "l 
taken my heart, and I feel his reproaches.-} 
God ſeems to be with him of a truth; has f K 
his ſeal upon him: his rod has budded, and 1 
has many, to whom he can ſay, Ye are m 
epiſtle.“ Wherever he has preached he hay 
been thronged, and many have come to hin 
pricked in their hearts, ſay ing, What ſhall w 
do to be ſaved ?” He has put a new face up 
religion, my letters inform me, in ſome popu 
lous cities and parts of our neigbouring conti 
nent; given ne w life to miniſters and People 1. 


modity among them; evening and weekly lech * 
tures are ſet up and alaways crowded with per 1 
ſons of different per ſuaſions; while he has put (oh 75 
damp upon their polite diverſions, which 9 
dwindle as Chrittianity revives, Surely n 
man could do theſe things, I had almoſt ci 
theſe miracles, unleſs God were with him, wh 1. 
gives the increale, “ even when Paul plants, and! 
Apollos waters,” Had eccleſiaſtic prefermeni 
been his idol, fame and reputation his motive. ij 
as he has taken a prepoſterous way to acquaint 
them, ſo I can never ſuffer myſelf to think GodB Er 
would have owned him ſo viſibly, or given him v 
ſo many ſeals of his miniſtry. Our Saviouif if 
linſelf makes good fruits the ere ee * 
| | uſtich 


0 


Nel 


— is mm” | 2 
tily Me of good miniſters. * Ye know them by 
ofe i Weir fruits,” Eicher the fruits and ſucceſs of 


rofeſt B ir miniſtry, the deſign and tendency of their 
and , Gvarines, or th: fruits of the Spirit in their lives. 
\uls... Wd which of theſe have becn wanting in this 
to o WEtraordinary man ? Who can object againſt the 
he U Wodency of his doctrines? And for ſucceſs, his 


* 


ches. Memies know it to their own confuſion. And 
has {Mo can ſay his life is unfruitful, or that he has 
and h Ppeared like an immoral man? He renders to 
are m their due. While zealous for the things of 
he hz od, he is a friend to Cæſar; a loyal ſubject to 
to hin king George, heartily prays for him and his royal 
hall w Mule 3 © May it abide before God!“ a prayer 
up which, I doubt not, you are all ready to fay, 
ON, : I 

1 3 But to proceed with our character of the 
Preacher, whom bath he wronged or defraud- 
com. :? Whole ox or whole als hath he taken?“ 
Ny, it any man bath found ought in kis hands: 
far from it, that he ſeems to live not by bread 


one, but by rhe word and promiſes of God; 


e pol Move, bur 
alway Wihout taking thought for the morrow, ,* what 
ly 11 It (h:}] cat, or drink, or put on.“ 


n, We acts of bene ficence, we have few men Uke 


en hin etous temper, had he collected monies for hin» 
avion, ia bis journeying often, and itinerant: 
racter Peachings, under the pretext of doing it for 
ilieſbe poor, as he was ſlanderouffy reported, he 

n TT B 3 had! 
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hed certainly a fair opportunity to enrich hinhawe 
feif, But we have ſeen a plain fact cannot iſt 
denied, that he caſt all into the treaſury, a»ghg@re 
ferves the tables of the poor with it,—Strollinglll e 
and vagabond orphans, poor and helpleſs, wit:c@mtr 
out father, without mother, without putſe, anon 
without friends, he ſeeks out, picks up, and Gall i! 
dopts into his family: he is now building acconGad.. 
modations, and laying the beſt foundation fin 
their ſupport and religious inſtruction, withoumy; © 
any viſible fund ; encouraged to go on in fa tin 
from the ſhining example of the great profeſu Ar 
in Germany, who began a like pious work wirnede 
almolt nothing, and raifed it to ſuch perfec 1 
tion, as. is he wonder and aſtoniſhment of ; only 
tha hear it. This is a ſacrifice well-pleaſing itin, 
704 ! The loins of the poor will bleſs hinCarrc 
* the bleſſing of him that was ready to peril: a! 
will come upon him !”—He hath diſperſed He 
broad, he hath given to the poor; bis righteou The 
reſs ought to endure, and be celebrated amonth be 
us. Atter this, let none call him an uncharites 1 
ble man: for what brighter evidence of pure 1:80 
ligion than this, to viſit the fatherleſs in theitWfcl 
affliction ; | gern 
And permit me here, to join in my thanks AH 
you and the other charitably diſpoſed Chriſtians ay 
who have ſhewn their bowels of mercy in th Wh: 
late very large collection“ for the orphan-ho0u!WFa 
in Georgia, This is an honour to our who 
town, And, believe me, you will never be el 
penny the poorer, for helping the poor: * Thee 
we have always with us, and inſomuch as „os 


hav tO 
© O 
* Six hundred pounds. - 8 
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ch hinhave done it to them, we have done in unto 
1not }Chiriſt,” and cannot fail of a reward; at leaſt 
ry, a:thereflection we make upon it in our lalt bed, 
trolling give us more ſatisfaction, than what we 
$, wit\contribute to the ſupport of balls and aſſemblies 
iſe, anoffmuſic, to the pride and luxuries of life; nor 
and canv it fail to occaſion many thank ſgivings unto 
acconGaed.. | 
ion fe now proceed, under the laſt head, to give 
withoumy; opinion what views providence may have in 
n fa'tiraſfing up men of this ſtamp, now among us, 
rofef And this I defire to do with all humility and 
rk wimodeſty. 0 
perfec pretend to no ſpirit of prophecy, and can 
t of 20H conjecture and offer the reſult of obſerva- 
ſing tion, reaſon, and the uſual tendencies of things 
s hinCarroborated by the great promiſes, ſcattered 
periſhuſ and down in our Bibles, wherein “ glorious 
rſcd things are ſpoken of thee, thou city of our God!“ 
hteou The prophecics are uſualy too dark and myſtic 
among be fully underſtood : the ſeals of that book 
-haric:aft ſeldom broken until the ſeveral periods of 
ure r:agcompliſkment, which makes time the beſt and 
n theilweett expoſitor. But certainly, if we can dif- 
gern the face of the ſky in the morning, we 
inks tMght make ſome humble and fainc conjectures 
iſtians$ the times and ſeaſons which the Father keeps 
in th his own power, Now we are none of us ig- 
hob rant how far the primitive ſpirit of Chriſtia— 
wholW y has ſunk into a mere form of godlineſs. 
er be religion has been ruſhing in, even upon the 
ThenWoteltant world, like a flood: the deareſt and 
as wWolt obvious doctrines of tie Bible have fallen 
havWro low contempt; the principles and ſyſtems 
our good and pious fathers have been more 
i and 
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and more exploded, And now, behold, 1 
ſeems to have revived the antient ſpirit and c 
trines. He is railing up our young men, wi 
zeal and courage, to ſtem the torrent, I. } 
have been in“ labours more abundant :” 128 
have preached with ſuch fire, aſſiduity, an! u 
ceſs; ſuch a folemn awe have they {truck uy 
their hearers ; ſo unaccountably have they cop 
quered the prejudices of many perſons ; u 
deep convictions have their fermons product 
ſo much have they rouſed and kindled the . 
of miniſters and people; fo intrepidly do Christ 
puſh through all oppoſition, that wy ſoul ovA8i8e: 
flows with joy, and my heart is too full to «WB. 
preſs my hopes. It looks as if ſome happy oY tl 
110d were opening, to bleſs the world with aux. 
ther reofrmation. Some great things ſecin Wy * 
be upon the anvil, ſome big prophecy at 1 £ 
birth ; God give it ſtrength to bring forth! Vs 
he eſpecially water the good feed his ſerv" 
has plentiſully fown ainopg us; may we rene! 
ber how we have heard, and hold faſt; may dum 
cherith conviction; be fixed and rooted in of ne 
Chriſtian faith; not rebel againſt the light, fe 
make ſhipwreck at laſt, by the various Winds * 
doctrine which are blowing upon us! T 

Thus have I anſwered for my part, and ſhe 
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my opinion: ] have done it in the integrity | = 

my heart; Il have defigned no offence ; only 1v}8 A 

ported the dodrine and character of a preach ſr 
nc 


which love and duty conitrain me to honol 
and defend, while J perclude no man fro = 
 ſhewing bis opinion, who thall do it with 8 
_ ſame impartiality. 5 
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PREFACE. 


HE following SzxMons, I think I may 
the 2 lay, were given me by the Lord Jeſus 
do i'Chxiſt ; and, according to my preſent light, are 
ul oy38tecable to the form of ſound words delivered 
1 to cs in the lively oracles of God. They con- 
ppy f the ſum and ſubſtance, I will not ſay word 
ith ald word of what was delivered from the pulpit ; 
ſecin Of; as I had no occaſion in America, Scotland, 
y at M England, to preach upon the ſame ſubjects, 
a! Mes obliged, according to the freedom and aſ- 
ſerv ance given me from above, to enlarge, or 
remeMamke excurſions, agreeable to the people's cir- 
may FHnſtances amongſt whom I was preaching the 
1 in o dom of God, I had no leiſure or freedom 
zht, ommit any of them to writing, but during 
/inds Mlaſt voyage from America to England; nor 
expect te find leiſure to write down any 
J ſhelf dilcourſes, till it ſhall pleaſe God that I 
erity (lf bark again, May the Spirit of God, who de- 
ly fot ats out of the mouths of babes and ſucklings 
cache perfect praiſe, bleſs them to every reader, 
honoW put it into their hearts to pray for their 
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n fruher unworthy ſervant in Jeſus Chriſt, 
ith i GeokGe WHITEFIELD, 
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IR. xxlii. 6. 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


HOEVER is acquainted with the nature 
ö of mankind in general, or the propen- 
ty.of his own heart in particular, muſt ac- 
now1cdge, that ſelf-righteouſneſs is the laſt 
ae is rooted out of the heart. Being once 
under a covenent of works, it is natural 
* is all to have recourſe to a covenant of 
s for our everlaſting ſalvation. And we 
b- > contracted ſuch a deviliſh pride by our fall 
hk God, that we would, if not wholly, yet in 
rt lat leaſt, glory! in being the cauſe of our own 
ation. We cry nut againft Popery, and that 
- Fr ; but we are all Papiſts, at le aſt | am 
0 we are all Armenians by nature; and there- 
no wonder ſo many natural men embrace 
13k e Its true, we diſclaim the doctrine 
1 Erit, are aſhamed dirgctly to ſay we de- 
We acy good at the hands of God; therefore, 
Wc apoltic cxcellently weil oblerves, we go 
[> WE terch. a circuit, to eſtadliſn a righte- 
oulneſs 


24 The Lord our Righteouſneſs. Serne 
ouſneſs of our own, and, like the Phariſees 
old, will not wholly ſubmit to that rightec 
neſs, which is of God through Jeſus Chriſt ( 
Lord. 
This is the ſoreſt, though alas ! the moſt co 
mon evil that was ever yet ſeen under the {; 
An evil, that in any age, eſpecially in the 
dregs of time wherein we live, cannot ſuf 
ently be inveighed again, —For, as it is wil 
the people, ſo it is with che prieſts; and it "i | 
be feared, even in thoſe places were once 
truth, as it is in Jeſus, was eminently preache 1 
many miniſters are ſo ſadly degenerated fro 
their pious anceſtors, that the doctrines of gra 
eſpecially the perſonal all ſufficient righteou 4 
nels of Jeſus, is but too ſeldom, roo ſlightly me. 
tioned, Hence the love of many waxeth co de: 
and I have often thought was it poſſible th: V 
this ſingle conſideration would be tufficient | 
raiſe our venerable fore-fathers again from th 
raves. co 


The righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt is one gb 


thoſe great myſteries the angels delire to look 27 © 
into, and ſeems to be one of the firſt leſſon Þ 
that God tavght men after the fall. For WA 


were the coats that God made to put on our fir 
parents, but types of the application of the me 
rits or righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt to belie- 
vers hearts? We are told that thoſe coats weich 
made of ſkins of beaſts, and as beaſts were not 
then food for men, we may fairly infer, that 
thole beaſts were flain in ſacrifice, in comme 
moration of the great ſacrifice Jeſus Chrill 
thereafter to be offered. And the ſkins of __ 
bealts thus ſlain being put on Adam and Eve 
th 


" 
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were hereby taught how their nakedneſs 
to be covered with the righteouſneſs of the 
hb of God. 

his is it which is meant, when we are told 
the (Wham believed on the Lord, and it was 
in (6@Þtcd to him for righteoulneſs. In ſhort, this 


ſon 


oft co 


of which both the law and all the prophets 
ſpoken, eſpecially Jeremiah ia the words 
the tex, —“ The Lord our righteouſacls,” — 


£07 9 1v 
propoſe, through divine grace, 


— - 


d trol . To conſider who we are to underſtand by 
f gra ord Lord. 40 48 

teen N. How the Lord is man's right-ouſneſs. 

= me, NI. I will conſider ſome chief objections that 
. eo generally urged againſt this doctrine, 

Re rd IV. I ſhall ſhew {ome very ill conſequences 
dent flo naturally from denying this doctrine, 
m the V. Shall conclude with an exhortation to all 
c come to Chriſt by faith, that they may be 
one es to lay with the prophet in the text, 


o lo Me Lord our righteouſnels,”? 

le ſſon . | 

r wh; I am to conſider who we are to under- 
ur fired by the word Lord, —* The Lord our righ- 


he metWineſls,” 
bei: Nad if any Arians or Socinians are drawn by 
| Wolicy to hear what the babler has to ſay, let 
re no be aſhamed of denying the divinity of that 
„ tha&9 that has bought pour ſinners by his pre- 
mme s blood. For the perſon mentioned in the 
Chril under the character of Lord, is Jeſus Chriſt, 
f thoidil Behold, ver. 5. the days come, ſaith the- 
| Eve d, that | will raiſe unto David a righteous 
the nch, a King ſhallercign and proſper, ſhall ex- 
9 | C ccute 


45 
1 


"Col 
* 


— 
R ———ů———ů— 2 ˖r— 7 


— — ——— R——K OG 


— 
= — — 


11 . 
n 
} 4 
% 
U 
| 
tf 
: i 
1 
th 
| N 
| 
| 
| | 
| : 
| 
j ! 
' 
U 1 
4 
. 
[| 
- 
1 
i ” 
ö 
= 
. 
* 


worſhip him as truly God. — For otj:erwiſe you,! 


Virp in Mary. And as for you Sdciniaus, od: 
ſay Chriit was a mere man, and yet profels aha 


26 The Lord our Righteouſneſs, Ser. 

ecute judgment ard juſtice in the eatth.ä— 1 
his days, ver. 6. Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Il: 

rael ſhall dwell ſafely, and this is his name 
whereby he ſhall be called, The Lord our rig þ 
teouſneſs.“ - By the rightecus Br:nch, all agree, 
that we are to underſtand Jelus Chriſt, —He i his 
is that is called the Lord in cur text. If ſo, e 
there were no other text in the Bible to prov; Mee 
the divinity of Chriſt, that is ſufficient. For!“ e. 
the werd Lord may properly belong to Jeſus this | 
Chriſt, he muſt be God. For as you have it i Mf, 
the margins of your Bibles, the word Lorc i enn 
in the original Jerovah, which is the efſenti:, She. 
title of God iimfelf, Come then, ye Arian; M. 
kiſs the Son of God, bow dovn before him, and her 
honour. him, even as you honuur the Father, 


Learn of the angels, thoie morniug flars, and Not 


are as much 1dolaters, as tcole that worltup thi 


he was your Szviour, . 2CCCrGliig to your ore 
principles you are accurſed. Four, if Chr bl 
a mere man, then he is only an arm of fleſh. - 
And it is written, © Cuiſed is he that truſtethh 


on an arm of flcſh,” Put | would hope ther 
are no ſuch monſters here. At leait, that aft 
theſe conſiderations, tlicy would be efhamed r 


broacting {uch dean ablurdit. ES any lGOTKS Ao: 
— For it is plain, that by the word Lord, ufo 


are to undeittand the Lord Jeſus Chit, me e) 
here takes to himſelf the title of Ich, vah, anch pe 
therefore muſt be very Gcd of very Gud, oi = 
as the apoſtle dev. ti expreſſes it, 4 God vi Jar 
ſed for cvetmote.“ Fat. 
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Sex. I. The Lord cur — 27 
1.—|, How the Lord is to be man's righteouſneſs 
nc {| Lohnes next to be conſidered; 
nan And that is, in one word, by imputation.— 
righ, it pleaſed God, after he had made all things 
a git, by the word of his power,“ to create man after 
He i His own image. And fo infinite was the con- 
ſo, i; &&ſcenſion of the high and lofty One who inha- 
prov Heth eternity; that although he might have 1n- 
For Med on the cverlaſting obedience of him and 
Jeſus poſterity, yet he was pleated to oblige him- 
e It i M, by a covenant or agreement made with lis 
Oord | on creatuies, upon condition of an unſinning 
Tenti:, Shedieace, to give them immortality and eternal 
\rians Me. —For when it is ſaid, “ The day thou eateſt 
n, Ar wereof thou ſhalt ſurely die,” we may faiily in- 
athetg ihr, ſo long as he continued obedient, and did 
„ agg Apt cat thereof, he ſhould ſurely live, The 3d 
{- you, Geneſis gives us a full but mournful account 
p teh w our firtt parents broke this covenant, and 
8, v Mc, ſtood in need of a better riglteouſueſs 
{3 than their own, in order to procure their fu + 
r O re acceptance with G0. - For what muſt 
ey do! They were as much under a covenant 
NVorks as ever. And, though after taeir diſ- 
hedience they were without ſtrengta, yet they 
ti engere obliged not only to do, but continue to do 
at aft: 1 things, and that too in the moſt perfect mon- 
med hr whica the Lord had required of them. — 
uod not only fo, but to make ſatisfaction to 
rd, uch © pod's infinitcly offended juſtice, for the breach 


{ "Y Bey had already been guilty of.— Here then 
b, ao@FÞcns the amazing ſcene of divine pailantaropy 
d, oil mean God's love to man—For behold, what 


d bie an could not do, Jeſus Cariit, the Son of his 
Walker's love, underiakes to do for him. And 
Loch | C2 that 


— 
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the firtt and ſecond Adam, This is what h Mes 


9 


that God might be juſt in juſtifying the unge 85 
ly, though he was in the form of God, a (hav 
therefore | thought it no robbery to be equal «irc 
God, yet he took upon him the form-of 2 {: wort 
vant, even human nature. — In that nature 
obrycd, and thereby fuffiſled the whole mog 
law in our ſtead, - And alſo died a painful dr "hea: 
vpon the crofs, and thereby became a curſc palin 
or inſtead of, thoſe whom the Father had giv g 
him, As God, he ſatisfied at the lame titan 
that he obeyed, and ſuffered as man; and beh Weit 
God and man in one perſon, wrought out a f 
Perfect, ard ſufficient righteoulnets for ail wear 
whom it was to be imputed, KT 
Bete then we ſee the meaning of the wog. 
righteouſneſs. It implies the active, as well A 
paliive obedience of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. MH 


generally, when talking of the merits of CHHν 
only mention the latter, viz, his death; wher:aWh. 
the former, viz. his life and active obedience Ma 
equally neceſſary. Chriſt is not ſuch a Savio en 


of 


as becomes us, unleſs we juin both together, ch 
Chriſt not only died, but lived ; not only (utf:val p 
ed, but obeyed for or inſtead of poor nM. 

And both theſe jointly make vp that -com plea 
righteouſneſs which is to be imputed to us, 9 
the diſobedience of our firlt parents was mach 
ours by imputation. In this tenſe, and no oth! an 
are" We to underitand that parallel which 5% 
aul draws in the 5th of the Romans, bertw:M 


Ju 
elſewhere terms our ** being made the righteouWur 
neſs of God in him.“ I bis is the ſenſe wherein 4 1 
prophet would have us to underſtaad tne wor C 
of the text; thereture Chap, xxx. ver. t 

| C6 Sheß bl 
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m0:238Manv are the objections which the proud 
dea its of fallen men are continually urging a» 
ric t znſt this wholcſome, this divine, this ſoul-ſa- 
gut bg doctrine. I come now, in the third place, 
e ti!*WFanſacr tome few of thoie which I think the 
be hit coſiderable. 
a fi And firſt, they ſay, becauſe they would ap- 
all Porr friends ro morality, “ that the doAriae of 
an imputed righteouſneſs is deſtructve of 
e won good works, and leais to licentiouineſs,” 
well And who, pray, are the perſons that generally 
t. Volpe this objeQion 2 Are they men full of faith, 
Chrigald men really concerned for good works? No. 
” her: hatever few except ons there may be, if there 
ience any at all, it is notorious they are generally 
Savios Hen of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the 
abe i The belt title J can give them is, that 
ſuſfe h profane moraliſts, or moralilts falſcly fo cal- 
ſinned. For | appeal to the experience of the pre- 
öomplehhnt, as well paſt ages, if iniquicy did and does 
© us, r moſt abound where the doctrine of Chriſt's 
s m4%MWole perſonal righteouſneſs is moſt cried down, 
oth ad moit ſeldom. mentioned. —Arm2aian being 
nich SMtichriſtian principles, always did, and always 
between lead to Antichriſtian practices, And never 
What Mes there a reformation brought about in the 
 hreouWurch, but by the preaching the. doctrine of 
rein i imputed righteouſneſs. — This, as that man 
e wor God, Luther, calls it, is Articulous Stantis 
er, Wt Cadentis Eccleſiæ, the article by which the 
« SN C3: church. 
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30 The Lord our Righteouſneſs. Serm. Sal 
church-ſtands or falls. —And though the preag 
ers of this dectrine are get erally branded 
thoſe on the other fide with the opprobill 
names of Antinomians, deceivers, and ul! 
not; yet, I believe, if the truth of the doftr; 
on both fides was to judged of by the lives gh 
the preachers and proteſlors of ir, their's on onde 
fide the queſtion, would have ihe - ad yantathibe 
every way, t io 
t is true, this, as well as every other ae 
of grace, may be abuſed, And perhaps the ud 
chriſtian walk of ſome, who have talked ain 
Crnttls imputed righteouſneſs, jullification groun 
faith, and the like, and yet never felt it 1mputts o 
to their oun ſouls, has given the enemies of ier 
Lord thus cauſe to blaſpheme. But this d' 
very unſafe, as well as very unfair way of arguindnn 
—'The only queltion ſhould be, Whether or h 
this coctrine of an imputed righteouſneſs d . 
in itſeif cut off the occaſion of good works, Wd 
lead to licentiouſneſs? No, in no wife, It 5 
cludes works indeed from being any cauſe 
our j ſtification in the ſignt of God, - But it 
quiirs god works as a proof of our having t 
righteouſneſs imputed to us, and as a dec laut 
tive evidence of our juſtification in the ſight W 
men, And then how can the doctrine of 
imputed righteouſneſs be a doctrine leading ug 
| heenriovuſneſs? 5 5 . 
It is all calumny.— St Paul imeoduces: an ite 
fiddel making this objection in his epiſtle to ul 
Romans. — And none but infidels that neuf iy t 
teit the the power of Chritt's reſurrection up 
their uls, will urge it over again — And ther 
fore, notwithſtanding this odjection, with 1 


prop . * 
I 
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preacphhphet in the text we may boldly ſay, the 
ded Malis our righteouſnels, 
rc big Satan (and no wonder that his ſervants 
d ite him) often “ transforms himſelf into an 
ctrl of light.” And therefore (ſuch perverſz 
lives chills, will infidelity and Armenianiſm, make 
on peak) in order to dreſs their objectious in 
vantuh deſt colours. Some urge, „that our Sa- 
e iour preached no ſuch decttine—thit in his 
an wen upon the Mount, he mentions only 
the ut otality; and conſequently the doctrine of 
lked an imputed righteouſneſs falls wholly to the 
tion iind. * 
pus hut ſurely the men who urge this objection, 
s of tritfier never read, or never underitoud our 
his d's bleſſed diſcourſe, wherein the doctrine of 
revinanthmputed righteouſneſs is ſo plainly taught, 


r Of 1. that runs, if he has eyes that ſec, may 


eſs d b 
orks, deed our Lord does recommend morality 
It cal. good works (as all faichful miniſters will 
and clears the moral law from the many 
Moupt gloflcs put upon it by che lecter-learned 
griices.—Bur then, before he comes to this, 
1eclanlþWſ remarkable, he taiks, of inward piety, ſuch 
aght eden, {pirit, -mcekneſs, holy mourning, 
c of My of neart, —eſpecially hungering and thirit- 
ding Water righicoulneſs, and then recommeirds 
390t works, as an evidence of our having his 
an ii teouſneſs imputed to us, and thele graces 
- to i divine tempers wrought id our hearts. — 
t neue your light (chat is, che divine light Il be- 
m up era bave been mentioning) ſhine belore: men, 
d then a holy life, hat they, ſeeing: your good 
vith 18 12 works 
prop 
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© works, may glotify your father which is 
cc heaven.”—-And then immediately: ſtr 
& Think not that I am come to deltr:'y wan 
& moral law—l came not to deſtroy, to 
&« away the force of it as a rule of life, bft 
te fulfil, to obey it in its whole latitude, in hs | 
© the complete ſenſe of it.” And then he 18 | 
on to ſhew how exceeding broad the moral Wl 
is. So that dur Lord, inſtead of diſanul;in® 
an imputed rightevuſneſs in his ſermon v8 
the Mount, not only confirms it, but alſo ne 
ſwers the foregoing objection urged again FO! 
by making good works a proof and evidenc 
its being Inputed to our fouls, — He there h 
that has cars 10 hear, let him hear what the ee 
phet ſays in the words. of the text—* The o 
oor lighteouſneſs. { her l 
Bur as Satan not only quoted ſcripture, 
alſo backed one tempration with it after 
ther, when he attacked Chrilt's- perſon in 


1 
4a 


wilderneſs;. fo his children generally take Wy © 
ſame method in treating his doctrine. / L 
therefore they urge another objection aca * 

Ol 


the doctrine of an imputed righteouſneſs, f 
the example of the young man in the goſpel at 
We may ſtate it thus::—* The evange li 
« Mark, ſay they, chap. x. mentions a youu: 
% man that came to Chriſt, running and af 
« him hat- he ſhould do to inherit eternal mehrt 
« Chriſt, ſay they, referred him to the cle 
« mandments, to know what he mult do to 41 d. 
„ herit eternal life, It is plain, therefore, wo 
Mere to be partly at leaſt che cauſe of his ol 
* nication; and conſcquently the doctrine e 
an imputed righieoulneſs is * et 


"x 
1 
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ich ihWis the objection in its ſull ſtrength; and 
ly ſtrength in all its fullneſs, —For, was I to 
tray the neceiity of an imputed righteouſneſs, 

ee know how I could bring a better in- 


3 1 | 
e, bulge to make it good. 
ande us take a more intimate view of this 
n he man, and our Lord's behaviour towards 


nora Mark x. 17. the evangelilt tells us,“ that 
ulli een Chriſt was gone forth into the way, 
on vie came one running, (it ſhould ſeem it was 
alſo ne nobleman, a rarity indeed, to ſee ſuch 
gain one running to Chriſt !), and not only ſo, 
he kneeled to him (though perhaps many 
his rank ſcarce knew the time when they 
the eeled to Chriſt) and aſked him, ſaying, 
"he od Maſter, what ſhall 1 do that 1 may in- 

erit eternal life ?”—Then Jeſus, to ſee whe» 
ure, s he believed hi n to be what he really 
fter truly properly God, ſaid unto him, © Why 
n in Wt thou me-Good ? There is none good, but 


take g that is God,” — And that he might di- 
e. AW antwer his queſt ion; ſays he, thou know- 
 acahe commandments ; Do not commit adultry, 


ſs, ot bear falſe wicneſs, Defraud not, Honour 
ofpe! ather and mother,” This, 1 ſay, was a di- 
ge lig anſwer to his queſtion; namely, that eter- 
a yo fe was not to be aitained by his do:ngs.— 
d aſuh our Lord, by referring him to the came 
nal ments, did not (as objectors inſinuate) in 
ze ci leaſt hint that his morality would tecom— 
lo tod him to the tavour and mercy of God.— 
„wolf he intended thereby to make the law his 
bis olmaſter to bring him to himſelf, that the 
ring man, ſceing row he had broken every 
1ral, Mot thelc commandments, might thereby be 

78 | convinced 
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convinced of the inſufficiency of his owaß ir 
conſequently the abſolute neceſſity of lo il. 
out for a better righteouſneſs, whereon he Oy fe 
depend for eternal life. ne 

This was what our Lord deſigned. e 
young man being ſelf-righteous, and will 8" * 
juſtify himſelf, ſaid, “ All theſe have I ober 
from my youth,” But had he known hi 
he would have confefled, “ All theſe bp? 
broke from my youth.“ For ſuppoſing ber 
not actually committed adultry, had he pf 
luſted after a woman in his heart? What ! Hin 
had not really killed another; had he #88 
been angry without a cauſe, or ſpoken Men 
viſedly with his lips? If fo, by breaking oi"! 
the leaſt commandments in the leaſt degree te 
became liable to the curſe of God: for BR 
* {ſed is he (faith the law) that continue th 
« to do all things that are written in this bo 
And therefore, as I obſerved before, #8 
Lord was ſo far from ſpeaking againſt, th 
treated the young man in that manner, on 
poſe to convince him of the neceſſuy of ar 
puted righteouſneſs, 1 

But perhaps they will reply, it is ſaid, 
beholding him loved him.” And what 18 
This he might do with a human love, Wm 
the ſamę time this young man have no int 
in his blood. Thus Chriſt is ſaid to wond8* 
to weep over Jeruſalem, and ſay, Oh that 145 b 
hadit known,“ &c, But ſuch like paſſageſſ ( 
to be referred only to his human nature. 
there is a great deal of differance between” 
love wherewith Chriſt loved this young WF* 


and that wherewith he loved Mary, La:WW * 
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ow: heir ſiſter Martha.— To illuſtrate this by a 
f lo ien —-A miniſter of the Lord Jeſus 
1 he ſecing many amiable diſpoſitions, ſuch 
readineſs to hear the word, a decent beha- 
ed, public worſhip, a life du wardly ſpot- 
willi rany, cannot bur fo far love them. But 
Job ere is much difference betwixt that love 
n hid miniſter feels for ſuch, and that divine 
ſe bat union and ſympathy of ſoul which he 
ag heir thoſe hat he 1s ſatisfied are really born 
he of God.—Apply this to our Lord's caſe, 
hat? int illuſtration of it.—Conſider what has 
he id upon the young man's caſe in general, 
gen Mn, if before you were fond of this objec- 


— 


ore and more convinces us of che truth of 
inueth e phet's aſſertion in the text, viz. that 


Ped, as rewarding people with eternal life, 
aufe they fed the hungry, clothed the na- 
d, , and ſuch like. — Their works therefore 
hat e a cauſe of their juſtification ; conſequent- 
Ve, au he doctrine of imputed riphicoulinels is 

no int agrecable to ſcripture.” 
won d „ I confels, is the moſt plauſible objection 
that bought againſt the doctſine inſuted on 
ſſage i (he text. An in order that we may an— 
re, tin as clear and brief a manner as may be, 
weenll onfeſs, with the article of the church of 
ung and, „that albeit good works do not juſ- 
Lazh us, yet they will follow after juſtification, 
* © as 


$ 


of ar 
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« as fruits of it; and though they can Ae 
« no reward in therafelves, yet foraſmuclai 
ce they ſpring from faith in Chriſt, and a re f 
ed ſoul, they ſhall receive a reward of gcc 


6c though not of debt ; and conſequent|y ee 
% more we abound in ſuch good _ 


« greater will be our reward when Jelus (a 
« ſhall come to judgment.” di 
Take theſe conſiderations along with vu: yaliltlt « 
they will help us much to anſwer the obj: 
now before us. For thus St Matthew, —“ inprof 
ſhall the King ſay to them on his right f 
Come ye bleſſed children of my Father ih 
the king dom prepared for you from the four. 
tion of the world. For I was an hvogry anul8Wes 
gave me meat, I was thirſty, and ye gave hut 
drink. I wes a ſtranger, and ye took mal 3 
Naked, and ye clotked me. I was ſick 30 
ſited mr. I was in priſon, and ye came unto ew 
<« | will therefore reward you, becauſe you iſto 
<« done theſe things out of love to me, en 
ce hereby have evidenced yourlelves, to 108K 
ce true diſciples.” And that the people didlaged 
depend on theſe good actions for their ju{liaWdn | 
tion in the ſight of God, is evident. “ For wilt 
ſaw we thee a hungry, ſay ey, and ted 11 
or thirk'y, and gave thee drink? When 1a 88 
thee a ſtranger, and took | thee in? Or na 
and clothed thee ? Or when ſa we the ſick 


in priſon, and came unto thee ?“ Lang t 
and queſtions qu.te improper for perſons rc, 
on their own 11ghteouſneſs for acceptance hre 
ac quittance in the ſight of God. WW 
But then' they reply againit this.—In the P. 


tet part of the chapter, lay they, it is plain $ * 
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can e Chriſt rejects and damns the others for not 
i theſe things. And therefore, if he damns 
| a rc for not doing, he faves thoſe for doing; 
of gi conſequently the doctrine of an Imputed 
enthigheouſneſs is good for nothing. 

fa 0 that is no conſequence at all—For God 
lus (nay 


| juſtly damn any man for omitting the 

atduty of the moral law, and yet in b:mlelf 
th uv; gat obliged to give any one any reward, ſup- 
obj: #8; he has done all that he can. We are 
—* \nprofitable ſervants, we have done not near ſo 
ght haweh as it was our duty to do, mult be the lan- 
er inge of the moſt holy fouls living; and there + 


e fou from, or in ourſelves, cannot be juſtified in 
ry aug eight of God. —This.was the frame of the 
gavethhut ſouls juſt now referred to.—Senſible of 
»k wäiß they were ſo far from depending on their 
ick ys for juſtification in the fight of God, that 
unto EFF were filled, as it were, with a holy bluſh- 
you Hgto think our Lord ſhould condeſcend to men- 
me, os much more to reward them for their poor 
to bes of faith and labours of love, I am per- 
le didlaged their hearts would riſe with a holy indig- 
juflisſzn againſt thoſe, who urge this paſſage as 
bjection againſt the aſſertion of the prophet 
we words of the text, that the © Lord is our 
Frouſneſs.“ _ 
us l thick we have fairly anſwered theſe 
Wd objections, which are generally urged 
et the doctrine of an imputed righteouſ- 
ns - Was I to ſtop here, I think I might ſay, 
ancc Mie made more than conquerors, through 
WE that loved us,—Bur there is a way of ar- 


in the ie which I have always admired, becauſe 1 
plain WF thought always very convincing, viz. by 
D ſhewing 
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ſhewing the abſurdities that will follow fr- Hut 
denying any particular propoſiion in diſputtyghg; 

This is the next thing that was propolgilts | 
„And never did greater er more abſurcigga; 
© flow from the denying any doctrine than u. 
* flow from denying the doctrine of Chrill's be 
“ puted righteouſneſs.” tc ove 

And firlt, if we deny this doctrine, we dus Par 
the truth, I mean the word of God, as much Ac! 
we can, into a lie, and utterly ſubvert all th. 1 
places of ſcripture, which ſay, “that we and ti 
iaved by grace; that it is not ef works, leſt ft 
man ſhould boaſt,” That faivation is Goggle 
free gift, and that “ he that gloricth, muſt g 
only in the Lord,” For, if te whole periogfo 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt be not the le 
cauſe of my acceptance with God, if any 1 1 
done by or forcicen in me, was in the leallwitho 
be joined with it, or locked upon by God 2: was 
inducing, impulſive cauſe of acquitting my the 
from guilt, then 1 have ſomewhat whereo! i 
may glory in myſelf, Now boalting is exciuang t 
in the great work of our redemption, But ihc 
cannot be, if ue are cnemits to the doctrineghs 
an imputed righteouſneſs. It would be endige 
to enumeiate how many texts of ſcripture 1 
be falfe, if this deArire be not true. Leyhfb» 
ſuffice to afficrrn in the general, that if we d:fanth 
an imputed 112htecuinels, we may as weil dihe&n 
a divine revelation all at once. Forit isi 
alpha and omega, the beginning and the endMhril 
the bock of God, We mult either diſbel Mint 
that, or beheve what the prophet hath (pu 
In the text, * that the Lord is our 1ightcWMbe 
nels,” | 30) 
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Ow fr But farther, I obſerved at the beginning of 
iſpuughg diſcourſe, that we are all Armenians and Pa- 
ro pd pilz by nature; for, as one obſerves, Arme- 
ſurcigiggicm is the back way to Popery. And here | 
than 'veiture furcher to affirin, “ that if we deny the 
tiſt's ing doctrine of an imputed righteouſneſs, what- 
© ver we may ſtyle ourſelves, we are really 
we tus Papiſts in our hearts, and deſerve no other 
mucieFjcle from men.“ 
all tl} 55 what think you ? Suppoſe I was to come 
e ang tell you that you mult iatercede with ſaints, 
leſt i them to interceds with God for you; 
is Gowayld you not then ſay, 1 was juitly reputed a 
uit geh miſſionary by ſome, and deſervedly thruſt 
per fog of the ſynagogues by others? I ſuppoſe you 
the lwapid. And why? Becauſe you would ſay, the 
ny „eon of Jelus Carilt was ſufficient of itſelf, 
: leallythour the interceſſion of ſaints; and that it 
od 2: wal blaſphemous to join theirs with his, as 


\ Suppoſe | went a little more round about, 
xciuv'ang told you that the death of Chriſt was not 
But [ficient without our death being added to it; 
ctrine ht you mult die as well as Chrilt, join your 
: end \gegth with his, and then it would be ſufficient, 
are m Might you not then, with a holy inignation, 

Leghd w duſt in the air, and juſtly call me a ſetter 
we dach of ſtrange doctrines? And now then, if it 
ci det not only abſurd, but blaſphemous, to join 
it is e interceſſion of ſaints with the interceſſion of 
e cnothrilt, as taough his interceſſion was not ſuffi- 
bel ent, or our death with the death of Chrilt, as 
- 1pvi8WÞugh his death was not ſufficient; judge ye, if 
, ttc ule not equally abſurd, equally blaſpaemovs, 
Voin our vocdicnce, cither wholly or in part, 
"Y D 2 with. 
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with the obedience of Chriſt, as if that was ige+y 
ſufficient. And if fo what abſurdities will (gp w 
low the denying that the Lord, both as to I n 
active and paſſive obedience, is our righte( pager 
neſs ? An 

One more abſurdity I ſhall mention, that ig go 
follow from the denying this doctrine, an! 
have done. 


another world, took his leave of his lord! gehn 
with ſome ſuch words as theſe: “ Well, gap: 
& lord, ſays he, if there be no hell, I am ſafe: 
te but if there ſhould be ſuch a thing, my lache. 
« as bell, what will become of you?“ 1 app; 
this to thoſe that oppoſe the doctrine now 1: 
ſiſted on, If there be no ſuch thing as the dd 
trine of an impured righteouſneſs, thoſe thigh 
hold it, and bring forth fruit unto holineſs, 2% 
ſafe. But if there be ſuch a thing, (as the ns 
certainly is), what will become of you that de Mrd 
it? 1t 1s no difficult matter to determine; Yiyge 
portion mult be in the lake of fire and brimſto:gg@ny 
tor ever and ever, ſince you will rely upon y 
works, by your works you ſhall be judge g! 
They ſhall be weighed in the balance of g! 
ſanctuary; they will be found wanting: by youpigh 
works therefore ſhall you be condemned ; a im 
you, being out of Chriſt, ſhall find God to yo r! 
poor, wretched ſouls, a conſuming fire. NI 
The great Stoddard of Northampton in Nel 

England, has therefore well entitled a bor 
which he wrote, (and which I would take thWi. 
opportunity to recommend), The ſafety MD 

| 6c appear 
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was (&8{gppearing in the righteouſneſs of Chtiſt.“ 
wil! [gp why fhovid 1 lean upon a broken reed, when 

as to en have the rock of ages to ſtand upon, that 

git ger can be moved? | 
And now, before | come to a more par'icular 
that "application, give me leave, in the apolll-'s lan- 

e, ange, triumphantly to cry out, Where is the 

ſenÞc ? where the diſputer? where is the reaſon- 
te, „ing infidel of this generation? Can any thing 
on appear more reaſonable, even according to your 
lities way of arguing, than the doctrine here laid 
lord gn? Have you not felt a convincing power go 


ell, os with the word? Why then will you not 


im [a he ve on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ſo he may 
ny lo hegome the Lord your righteouſneſs ? 


apf But it is time for me to come a little cloſer to 


now ier conſciences, 

the de? rethren, though ſome may be offended at 
fe th docttine, and may account it fooliſhneſs ;. 
es to many of you, I doubt not but it is pre- 
IS Ne | 


s, it being agreeable to the form of found 


at de ge ds, which from your ir fancy has been deli- 


aged to you: and coming from a quarter you 
imſtau h | 


more pleaſure and ſatisfaction. But give 


dy youph 


d; an 


Id leaſt have expected it; may be received 


leave to aſk. you one queſtion, Can you ſay, . 
Lord our righteouſnels ? | ſay, the Lord our. 
hteoulneſs, For entertaining this docttine 
Hour heads, without receiving the Lord Jeſus 


to yo!Grilt ſavingly by a lively faich into your hearts, 


bot increaſe your damnation. As 1 have of- 


— * 


in Ne told you, ſo | tell you again, an unapplied 


2 booWr:it, is no Chriſt ar all, Can you then, with 


FS 


” : | 
ke tia I-ving Thomas, cry out, My Lord and my. 


tety pd?“ is Chrilt your ſanctification, as well as 


* 


8 
— 
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your outward righteouſneſs ? For the word ri 
teouſneſs in the text, not only implies Curt 
perſonal ria hteouſneſs imputed to us, but 
holineſs of heart wrought in us. Theſe tat 
God has joined together ; he never did, ben x 
ver does, he r.ever will put them aſunder. Nhi * 
you are juſtified by the blood, you are alſo ſay 
tified by the Spirit of our Lord. Can you Mai . 
in this ſenſe fay, the Lord our righteouſncianls C 
Were you ever made to abhor yourſelves Mou 
your actual and original ſins, and to loath yea be 
own righteouſneſs, (or, as the prophet beavawl rr 
fully ho "era it, your righteouſneſſes) as files 
rags? Were you ever made to ſee and adi 
the all- ſufficiency of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, al 
excited by the Spirit of God to hunger a 
thirſt after it? Could you ever ſay, my ſoull 
athirſt for Chriſt, yea, even for the righteouſnf 
of Chriſt ? Oh, when ſhall I come to appear bl 0 
fore the preſence of my God in the righreols 
neſs of Chriſt? Oh, nothing but Chriſt! north 
but Chriſt! Give me Chriſt, O God, and 14 00 
ſatisfied! My foul ſhall praiſe thee for evi 
Was this, 1 ſay, ever the language of yo 
hearts? Aud after theſe inward conflicts, well 
you ever enabled to reach out the arm of fail | 
and embrace the blefled Jeſus in your fouls, # hy 
that you could ſay, My Beloved is mine, a 
1 am his?” If ſo, fear not, whoever you a 
bail, all hail, you happy ſouls! The Lord, U N 
Lord Chriſt, the everlaſting God is your right 
ouſneſs. - Chriſt bas juſtified you, who is 
that condemneth you? Chriſt has died for yo 
nay, rather is riſen again, and ever liveth i 
make intercefion for you. Being now Juſtin 


. 
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'd rig s grace, you have peace with God, and 
Chi e're long, be with Jeſus in glory, reap- 


Out u everlaſting and unſpeakable redemption 
eſe iin body and ſoul ; for there is no condem- 
he un to thoſe that are really in Chriſt Jeſus, 
der. Mher Paul or Apollos, or life or death, all 
ſo ſagy&&rs, if you are Chrilt's, for Chriſt is God's! 
ou t ny brethren, my heart is enlarged towards 
2uſnclealls$ Oh, think of the love of Chriſt in dying 
ves ou! If the Lord be your righteouſneſs, let 
th ch ighteoulneſs of your Lord be continually in 
beau mouth. Talk of, oh talk of, and recom- 

as filewgd the righteouſneſs of Chriſt when you lie 
adi, and when you riſe up, at your going out 

eſs, oming in! Think of the greatneſs of the 
zer al as well as of the giver! Shew to all the 
7 (ould in whom you have believed! Let all by 
ouſneh fruits know that the Lord is your righte- 
zear b s, and that you are waiting for your Lord 
zhteoiß heaven! Oh, ſtudy to be holy, even as he 
nothiſß has called you and waſhed you in his own 
1d I Md, is holy! Let not the righteouſneſs of the 
r eva be evil ſpoken of through you. Let not 
f yo be wounded in the houſe of his friends; 
8, Wel grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
of faitl.ord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt day by day. 
ouls, MWthink of his dying love! Let that love con- 
ne, ap you to obedience ! Having much torgiven, 
ou ah much, Be always aſking, what ſhall 1 do 
>rd, 18 preſs my gratitude to the Lord for giving 
right his righteouſneſs? Let that ſelf- abaſing, 

> 1s exalting queſtion be always in your 
or ychs. Oh, be always liſping out, Why me 
veth WW? Why me? Why am | taken, and others 
uſt: 68 Why is the Lord my righteouſneſs? Why 
| IS 
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is he become my falvation, who have ſo pr 
deſerved damnation at his hands ? s, 

Oh, my friends, I truſt I feel ſomewhat Mee 
ſenſe of God's diſtinguiſhing love upon] 7 
heart! therefore I muſt divert a litle from 
gratulating you to invite poor Chriſtleſs {i 
to come to him, and accept of his rightcouille 1 
that they may have life. 

Alas, my heart almoſt bleeds! What a 
titude of precious ſouls are now before 
New ſhortly muſt all be uſhered into. eter: 
And yet, O cutting thought! was God no 
require all your fouls, how few, comparati} 2 
ſpeaking, could really ſay, ** the Love our r# 
teouſneſs.“ 

And think you, O ſinners, thas you A. 6 
able to ſtand in the day of judgment, if C = 
be not your rightcoufreſs? No, that alot Wo 
the wedding-garment in which you mult WF: 
pear. Oh, Chriſtleſs ſinners, I am delit:4 2 
tor you! 1 he deſires of my ſoul are enlaty % 
Oh, that this may be an accepted time! WW: 
that the Lord may be your iighteouſn+{s | Bl & 
whither would you flee, if death ſhould find pi : 
naked? Indeed there is go hiding youre 
from bis pręſence. The pitiful fig-leaveſ 5 
your own tighteouſneſs will not cover your Wl 
kedneſs, when God ſhall call you to ſtand 
fore him, Adam found them ineffectual, | wh 
ſo will you. Oh, think of death! Oh, thing U 
judgment! Yer a litile while, and time ſhall 
no more; and then what will become of Ba 
if the Lord be not your righteouſneſs ? Til A 

you, that Chriſt will ſpare you? No. He it 
formed you will have no mercy on you, i 


""F 
"> 
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o nt of Chriſt, if Chriſt be not your righte- 


- ſo of 
4 #s, Chriſt himſelf ſhall pronounce you 
ted, And can you bear to think of being 


_ ed by Chriſt? Can, you bear to hear the 
rom Jeſus ſay unto you, © Depart from me, 
ess ig red, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
teoulb and his angels?“ Can you live, think you, 
erlaſting burnings? Is your fleſh braſe, and 
bones iron? What if they are, hell fire, 
Mie prepared for the devil and his angels, 
eat them through and through! And can 

d n Mar to depart from Chriſt? Oh that heart 
We thought! Aſk thoſe holy ſouls, who are 


wy phe and preſence of Chriſt ? See how they feek 
allo orrowing, and go mourning after him all 
muſt Pay long! And if it is ſo dreadful to loſe. 
de(t; Eo fible preſence of Chriſt, only for a day, 


en]. Muſt it be to be baniſhed from him to all 
me! 5 ? Bur thus it muſt be, if Chriſt be not 
-(. righteouſneſs. For God's juſtice mult be 
lind Med, and unleſs Chriſts righteouſneſs is im- 
„our and aplied to you here, you mult be ſa- 
leavellhs che divine jultice in hell torments eter- 


hereaſter: Nay, as I ſaid before, Chriſt 


* it. the God of love, ſhall condemn you to 


Place of torment, And oh, how cutting is 


tu- hought | Methinks 1 ſee poor, trembling, 
„ ſhalels wretches, ſtanding before the bar of 
e of ring out, Lord, if we mult be damned, 
T ne angel, or ſome archangel] pronounce 
He pnatory ſentence, But all in vain; Chriſt 

Elk ſhall pronounce the irrevocable ſentence. 


1. If 
F 


1 

5 
3 
* 


Knowing 
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Knowing therefore the terrors of the Lorch 
me perſuade you to cloſe with Chriſt, and nf DER r« 
reſt till you can ſay, the Lord our righteouiM Y 
Who knows but the Lord may have mercial e g 
Day, abundantly pardon you? Beg of G * 
give you faith; and if the Lord give your 
you will by it receive Chriſt, with his righ 
neſs, and his all, You need not fear the 90 1 
neſs or number of your fins; for are you Wn 
ners t foam J. Are you the chief of ſinner 
am I. Are you backſliding ſinners? ſo 08 
And yet the Lord, (for ever adored aid | 
rich, free, and ſovereign grace), the Lord i 1 
righteoulneſſ- Come then, O young m b el 
(as 1 ated once myſelf) are playing the pf 
gal, and wandering away atar off from 
heavenly Father's houſe, come home, 8 
home, and leave your ſwines trough; fer 
no longer on the huſks of ſenſual geliebte 1 
Christ's fake, ariſe and come home! Your 8 
venly Father now calls you; ſee yonder W 4 
robe, even the rightzouſneſs of his dear 
awaits you; ſee it, view it again and a 
Conſider at how dear a rate it was pure tl 
even by the blood of God: Conſider what if 
need you have of it; you are Joſt, ung 
damned for ever without it! Come then, .ofs . 
guilty prodigals, come home, Indeed IF cls't 
not, like the elder brother, be angry. No 
will rejuice with the angels in heaven: „ 
that God would now bow the heavens, 6" 
come down ! Deſcend, O Son of God, 
« ſcend; and as thou n in me © 
* mercy, O let the bleſſed Spirit apply W-* 


& righteouſneſs to ſome prodigals now vl”! 
| CC! . 


| 
t 
* 


wo 
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Lor the , and clothe their naked ſouls with thy 
ind robe.” 

tou I muſt ſpeak a a to you, Young 
1er cyl . e, as well as young men, | ſee many of 
F Gig BHorned. as to your bodies: But are not 


you Jy puls naked? Which of you can ſay, the 
1gh: 08s my rigbteouſneſs? Which of you was 
the 9 dlicitous to be dreſſed in this robe of inva- 
youll price, and without which, you are no 
a than whited ſepulchres in the ſight of 
ſo "od? Let not then ſo many of you, young 
1 b:\andgns, any longer forget your only ornament. 
rd Nek for the Lord to be your righteouſneſs, 
men, et berwiſe durning will ſoon be upon you in- 

he ad of beauty! 
rom d what ſhall ! ſay to you of a middle age, 
JL eg merchants, you cumbered Martha' 5 
with all your gettings, have not yet gotten 
e L ord to be yuur righteouſneſs ? Ant what 
Four vill there be of all your labour under the 
er in f you do not ſecure this pearl of invalua- 
dear 2 rice? This one thing, lo abſolutely need- 
nd 2 t at it only can ſtand you inſtead, when all 
»urci things ſhall be taken from you. Labour 
yh at of gore no longer ſo anxioufly for the meat 
„unc periſheth, but henceforward ſeck for the 
en, to be your righteoulnels, A righteouſ- 
ed by. hat will entitle you to life everlalting, I 
Nos do many hoary heads here, and perh ps the 
, and © of them cannor ſay the Lord is my righte= 
tis. O grey- headed ſinners, 1 could weep 


v ENS, 

God, Wyou! Your grey bairs, which ought to be 
me our crown, and in which perhaps your glory 1s 

17 our ſhame. You know not that the Lord 


ur righteouſneſs. Oh, haſte then, haite ye, 
aged 


OW v8 
6c (of . 
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aged ſinners, and ſeek an intereſt in redecgt# 
love! Alas, you have one foot already in 
grave; your glaſs is juſt run out; your ſun v 
going down, and it will ſet and leave you i 
eternal darkneſs, unleſs the Lord be your | 
teouſneſs! Flee then, oh flee for your lives 
not afraid; all things are poſlible with 7 4 
If you come, though it be at the eleventh lg 
Chriſt Jeſus will in no wiſe caſt you out. 7 
ſeek then for the Lord to be your rigbteouſſ * - 
and beſeech him to let you know how it i; 8 
a man may be born again when he is old! % 8 
I mult not forget the lambs of the ave; 
feed them was one of my Lord's laſt comma „ 
I know he will be angry with me if 1 do not 
them that the Lord may be their righteouſng} 
and that of ſuch is the kingdom of hea 
Come then, ye little children, come to CH 
the Lord Chriſt ſhall be your rightcoulngy F- 
Do not think that you are too young to be i 
verted. Perhaps many of you may be ning 
ten years old, and yet cannot ſay, the La 
our righteouſneſs ; ; which many have ſaid, tba 
younger than you. Come then, while you 
young; perhaps you may not live to be od 
not ſtay for other people. If your — 
mothers will not come to Chriſt, do you cu 
without them ; let children lead them, and {8 1 
them how the Lord may be their 4. an F . 
our Lord Jeſus loved little children; you arc 
lambs; he bids me feed you. I pray God mi 
you willing betimes to take the Lord for * 
righteouſneſs. 4 
Here then I could conclude ; but! muſt 4 
forget the poor negtos; no, 1 muſt not: 4 
C 
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Baſt has dicd for them as well as others. Nor 
0 mention you laſt, becauſe I deſpiſe your 
but becauſe 1 would have what I have to 
ake the deeper impreſſion upon your 
Oh that you would ſeek the Lord to be 
Techreoulacle! ! Who knows but he may be 
of you; for in Jeſus Chriſt there is nei— 
ovale or female, bond or free, even you may 
ec children of God, if you believe in Jeſus, 
6 5 you never read of the Eunuch belonging to 
Beg ucen of Candace, a negro like yourfelves? 2 
| pclieved — the Lord was his righteoul- 
be vas baptized, Do you allo believe, 
you ſhall be ſaved ; Chriſt Jeſus is the 
ang now as he was yeſterday, and will waſh 
ia hs own blood, Go home then, turn 
Hep ords of the text into a prayer and entreat 
he ord to be your righteouſneſs, Even lo, 
0 Lord Jeſus, come quickly, into all our 
Amen, Lord Jelus, Amen and Amen, 
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THE SEED OF THE WOMAN, 4\ghlh 
THE SEED OF THE SERPENT. 


GEN. 111. 15. 


AND I WILL PUT ENMITY BETWEEN THEE al: 
THE WOMAN, AND BETWEEN THY SEED AxnD il 
SEED; IT SHALL BRUISE THY HEAD, AND TW 
SHALT BRUISE HIS HEEL, 1 


HEN I read to you theſe words, | 26h 
addreſs you in the language of the! 6057 
angels to the ſhepherds, that were watelf 7 
their flocks by night, « Behold U bring you 75 el 
ticings of great joy.” For this is the firſt j gy U 
miſe that was made of a Saviour to the apo * 
race of Adam, We generally look for C 
only in the New Teſtament ; but Chriſtial | 
in one ſenſe, is very near as old as the crea 
It is wonderful to obſerve, how gradually 
revealed his Son to mankind, He be 
with the promiſe in the text, and this the e . 
lived upon till the time of Abraham: to 40 
God made further diſcoveries of his «te 
counſe] concerning man's redemption : al 1 
wards, at ſundry times, and 1 in divers man" 


II. The Seed of the Woman, &c. 51 


; ſpake to the fathers by the prophets, till 
eth the Lord Jeſus himſelf was manifeſted4 
i fleſh, and came and tabernacled among(t 


Wis firſt promiſe muſt certainly be but dark 
& firſt parents, in compariſon of that light 
my we enjoy. And yet dark as it was, we 
aſſure ourſelves they built upon it their 
doe of everlaſting ſalvation, and by that faith 
rereſa ved. 
u they came to ſtand in need of this pro- 
land what is the extent and meaning of it, 
end, God willing, to make the ſubject mit- 
W your preſent meditation. 
e fall of man is written in too legible 
aaers not to be underſtood; thoſe that 
irt, by their denying, prove it. The very 
ens confeſſed and bewailzd it: they could 
ee ſtreams of corruption running through 
bole race of mankind, but could not trace 
io the fountain head. Before God gave 
ton of his Son, man was a riddle to 
1 if, And Moſes unfolds more in this one 
er, (out of which the text is taken), than 
20 kind could have been capable finding 
ia ehemiclves, though they had ſtudied to» 
dn; rnity. 
be foregoing chapter he had given us a 
ccount how God ſpoke the world into be- 
and eſpecially how he formed man of the 
Wot the earth, and breathed into him the 
of lite, ſo that he became a living ſoul, 
Wpuncil of the Trinity was called concerning 
OF ination of this lovely creature, The re- 
2 dt That council, was, „Let us make man in 
* | E. 2 our 
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image of God, yet he mentions it but :«M 


52 The Seed of the Neman, Se; Jenn | 
our image after our likeneſs. —So God ce. 


man in his own image, in the image of bu 


created he him.” Moſes remarkably 1-188 < 
the words, that we might take particular nd 
of our divine original. Never was ſo much ll © 
preſſed in ſo few words; none but a man iſo BRO! 
could have done ſo, But it is remarkable, WF". 


though Moſes mentions our being made i» Re” 
* 
and that, as it were, in a tranſient manner h P 
though ke would have faid, „Man was WP" 
« mn honour, God made him vpright, in e 
« imege of God male and female create: Wd. n 
« ttem., But man fo ſoon fell, and be 
« like the beaſts that periſh, nay, like the (88 
de himſelf, that it is ſcarce worth mentioning 


1 

w 

How ſoon man fell atter he was. ercared EP 
ar 

4 


* 


not told us, and therefore, to fix any tin 
to be wie above what is written, And, 1 th 
they who ſuppoſe that man fell the ſame Jail 
which he was made, have no ſufficient groß a 
for their cpinicn, The many things which Wi 
crowded together in the former chapter, ſuch 
the formation of Adam's wife, his giving naß 
to the beaſts, and his being put into the ga 
which God had planted, 1 think require a lo 
ſpace of time than a day to be tranſacted We 
However, all agree in this, Man ſtood 
long.” How long, or how ſhort a while 
will not take upon me to determine. It my 
concerns us to inquire how he came to fall WM 
his ſtedfaſtneſs, and what was the riſe and pl 
greſs of the temptation which prevailed oe 
him, The account given us in this chapter cl 


cerning it, is very full, and it may do us m 


a 
h 
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Serge 
] _ , under God, to make ſome remarks upon 
- of | 


{EN ow the ſerpent,” ſays the ſacreg hiſtorian, 
W more ſubtle than any braſt of the field 
nuch the Lord God had made, and he ſaid unto 
1 in ſoon, yea, hath God ſaid, ye ſhall not eat 
ble, ry tree of the garden.“ 
le i» ough this was a real ſerpent, yet he that 
ut u was no other than the devil; from hence, 
inner ps, called the old ſerpent, becauſe he took 
as M8gWion of the ſerpent when he came to be- 
in MAW our firſt parents. The devil envied the 
eate;WiWneſs of man, who was male, as ſome 
bcc, co ſupply the place uf fallen angels. God 
the mag vpright, and with full power to ſtand 


onincÞ would : he was juſt, therefore, in ſuffering 
ard ; 


Wo be :empted. If he fell, he had no one 
tina me except himſelf; but how muſt Satan 
nis fall? He cannot do it oy his power, 
cn pts it therefore by policy. He takes 
1 of a ſerpent, which was more ſubtle 
hi: all the bealts of the field, which the Lord 


. ſuc had made; ſo that men that are full of ſub- 
but have no piety, are only machines for 


155 naß .. 35 
Ee gar A evil to work upon Juſt as he pleaſes, 
Cd ee of his ſubtilty : he ſays unto the woman, 


q x 


ood "WM: yeaker veſſel, and hen ſhe was alone from 


while uſband, and therefore was more liable to 


it m ercome, “ Yea, God hath aid, Ye hall 
fall fit 55 at of every tree of the garden?“ Theſe 
ind p are certainly ſpoken in anſwer to ſome— 
led which the devil either ſaw or heard ; in all 


Wabil:ty, the woman was now near the tree 
owledge of good and evil (tor we thai 
_— find 


ter C0 ; 
us my 


We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
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find her by and by plucking an apple from ahr⸗ 
Perhaps ſhe might be looking at, and wonder 
what there was in that tree more than the of. 
that ſhe and her huſband ſhould be forbiddef Mit 
taſte of it. Satan ſeeing this, and covetinglen$"l 
draw her into a parley with him, (for if the Mi 
vil can perſuade us not to reſiſt, but to commanyy « 
with him, he hath gained a great point) 
ſays, © Yea, hath God ſaid, Ye ſhall not e 


« 
- 


every tree in the garden?” The firſt thing 
does, is to prriuade her, if poſſible, to coll 
tain hard thoughts of God, This is his ger 
way of dealing with God's children.“ Vera, 
© he, hath God ſaid, ye ſhall not eat of c WH 1 
« tree of the garden. What! hath God Ar 1 
* a garden, and placed you in the midſt dla 
te only to teaze and perplex you? hath he HH 
©« ed a garden, and yet forbid you makin» WP 
« of any of the fruits at all?” Ir was impc {8 
for him to aſk a more inſnaring queſtion, ia 
der to gain his end: for Eve was here ſeen Meh 
obliged to anſwer and viudicate God's goodie + 
And therefore, _ Us hr 
Ver. 2. The woman faid unto the ſe rp 


v 
( 
l 
[ 


La) 


den: Bur, ver, 3. of the fruit of the tree will 
is in the midſt of the garden, God hath ſai, 
{ili not eat of it, neither thall ye touch it, #8 
ye dic | * 
The former part of the anſwer was gef þ 

« We may eat of the fruit of the trees 1 

6 garden, God has not forbid us eating of e 
© tree of the garden, No, we may cat 0! WW. 
. . © | | I 

& frujr of the trees in the garden, (and it {nc = 
© ſeem even of the tree ot life, which was * 
« ſacram | , 
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fron rament to man in a ſtate of innocence), 
ondeß ere is only one tree in the midſt of the gat- 
e oi p, of which God hath faid, Ye ſhall not eat 
bidde it, neither ſhall ye touch it, leſt ye die.“ 
vetinalg ſhe begius to warp, and fin begins to con- 
the in her heart: already ſhe has contracted 
-omnomne of the ſerpent's poiſon, by talking with 
ont), Agwbich ſhe ought not to have done at all, 
ot eig e might eaſily ſuppoſe that it could be no 
thing being that could put ſuch a queſtion unte 
to cui nd infinuate ſuch diſhonourable thoughts 
s gen d. She ſhould therefore have fled from 
Vea, aad not ſtood to have parleyed with him 
of "i Immediately the il effects of it appear; 
] plug gins to ſoſten the divine threatning: God 
iſt laid, “ The day thou eateſt thereof thou 
he p ſurely die ; or, dying thou ſhalt die.) But 
kin» Mays, Ye ſhall not eat of it, neither (hall ye 
mph it, leſt ye die. We may be aſſured we 
on, ini fallen into, and begin to fall by temptation, 
eem heb we begin to think God will nat be as 
700d {M0 as his word, in reſpect to the execution of 
reatenings denounced againſt fin. Satan 
cis, and therefore artfully 
c uato the woman, ver. 4. © Ye ſhall not 
ie,“ in an infinuating manner, Ye ſhall 
;| {ſe ſurely die; ſurely God will not be fo crucl 
eo damn you only for eating an apple, it 
rat be,” Alas! how many does Satan 
S9 captive at his will, by flattering them, that 
{11 got ſurely die; chat hell torments will 
of e eternal; that Go is all mercy ; that ne 
ac of fore will not puniſh a few years fin with an 
it u of miſery. But Eve found God as good 
as Word, and ſo will all they that go on in 
acram | 3 ſin, 
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ſin, under a falſe- hope that they ſhoul| wi b 
ſurely die. lat fru 
We may alſo uuderſtand the words (pry . 
poſitively, and this is agreeable to what fo f 
You ſhall nor ſurely die; “ it is all a delui ha 
„ mere bugbear, to keep you in a terviic b 
«-jeQion.””. 2 
For, ver. 4. God doth know, that in 


ed, and ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing good 
evil.” | ad 08 
"What child of God can expect to e 
ſlander, when God himſelf was thus flandag 
even in paradiſt ? Surely the underſtanding 
Eve mutt have been, in ſome meaſure, bli:W 
or ſhe would not have ſuffered the temp 
ſpeak ſuch perverſe things, In what odious Wl 
Jours is God here repreſented ! * God waa « 
© know, that in the day ye eat thereof, ye 
© be as Gods,” (equal with God). So that Wien 
grand temptation was, that they ſhould holy 
hereafter under no centroul, equal, if not fe. 
rior, to God, that made them, knowing calle 
and evil, Eve could not tell what Satan meg Vi 
by this; but, io be ſure, ſhe underitoud il k 
ſome great privilege which they were to en 
and thus Satan now points out a way viydt 
ſeems right to ſinners,” but does not tell H 
the end of that way is death, a 4 
To give ſtrength and force to this temptataglt 
in all probability, Satan, or the ſerpent, at lh 
time, plucked an apple from the tree, and ca 
before Eve, by which Eve might be induced 
think that the ſagacity and power of ſpl 
which the ſerpent had above the other bei 


l 
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be owing, in a great meaſure, to his eating 
uit; and, therefore, if he received ſo 
Improvement, ſhe might alſo expect a like 
& from it. All this, 1 think, is clear; for, 
ice, 1 do not ſee with what propriety it 
Wl be ſaid, © when the woman ſaw that it 
od for food,” How could ſhe Know it 
od for food, unleſs ſhe had ſcen the ſer- 
ed t vpon it ? 
Wn now begins to get ground apace ; luſt 
nceived in her heart; ſhortly it will bring 
o esch hon; lin being conceived brings forth 
and Ver. 6. And when the woman ſaw 
"We tree was good for ioc, and that it was 
ecco the eyes, and a tree to be deſired to 
one wiſe, ſhe took of che fruit thereof, and 
and gave alſo unto her huſband, and 
eat.“ 
er ſenſes are the landing ports of our ſpiri- 
7 How needful is that reſolution 
ould amy Job, © | have made a covenant with 
ot ve yes,” When Eve began to gaze on the 
18 (den fruit with her eyes, ſhe ſoon began ta 
n meß ker it with her heart: when ſhe faw that 
ud | = good for food, and pleaſant to the eyes, 
en was the luſt of the fleſh, and luſt of the 
y dur, above all, a tree to be deſired to make 
ß iſe, witer than God would have her be, 
A wilc as God himſelf; ſhe took of the 
pt WMbereof, and gave alſo unto her huſband 
» 4. ſer, and he did cat. As ſoon as ever the 
ad co herſelf, ſhe turned tempter to her huſ- 
1 cc tt is dreadful, when tooſe who ſhould 
ſpeq p- mates for each other in the great work 
be: cir falvation, are only promoters of each 
1 others 
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others damnation : But thus it is, If vent 
ſelves are good, we ſhall excite others co hi 
neſs; if we do evil, we ſhall entice others Ives, 1 
evil allo. There is a cloſe connection bet 
doing and teaching. How needful then erefc qr 
for us all to take heed that we do not fin act 
ourſelves, leſt we ſhould become factors o 
devil, and enſnare, perhaps, our neareſt 
deareſt relations? She gave alſo to her huſl 
with her, and he did eat.“ 
Alas! what a complication of crimes och 
there in this one e act of 1 Here | i 


ſuch a glorious and OO b * 8 
Here is the utmoſt neglect of their poſterity, wlll 
they knew were to ſtand or fall with 1 
Here was the utmoſt pride of heart; they way 
to be equal with God : Here is the utmoſt q 
tempt put upon his threatening and his la 
devil is credited and obeyed before him, a 
this only to ſatisfy their ſenſual appetite, N 
was a crime of ſuch a complicated nature, cnet 
mitted by any here below; nathing but tl it (0 
viPs apoſtacy and rebellion could equal it. 
And what are the conſequences of men p 50 
obedience? Are their eyes opened? Yes, "WW 
eyes are opened: but, alas! it is only to 
their own nakedneſs. For we are told, ve 
e that the eyes of them both were opened, Wi 
they knew that they were naked.“ Naked ot of 
naked of every thing that was holy and gol 
and deſtitute of the divine image, which 
before enjoyed, They might rightly nov ll 
tei 
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Ser Ichabod; for the glory of the Lord de- 
t weiß rom them. On! how low did theſe ſors 
co ths morning then fall out of God into theme 
ers i for being pertakers cf the divine nature, 
} vet nature of the devil and the beaſt, Well, 
hen ehre, might they know that they were na- 


Narr only in body but in ſoul. 

rs fo how do they behave now they are na- 
areſt o they fly to God for pardon ? Do they 
husch do him for a robe to cover their naked- 


ſs 1 o. They were now dead to God, earthly, 
Mes ale, devilih; and, therefore, inſtead of ap- 
lere to God for mercy, they © ſewed, or plat- 


le uin 5 leaves together, and made themſelves a- 

ſo or things to gird about them. This is 
n i, repreſentation of all natural men: we 

chu eve are naked; we, in ſome meaſure, 
rity, it, but, inſtead of looking up to God for 
th tir, we patch up a righteouſneſs of our own, 
y war firft parents platted fig leaves togecher), 
noſt q to cover our nakedneſs by that. But 
law; Wie htcouſneſs will not ſtand the ſ{-verity of 
n, au judgment: it will do us no more ſervice 
Nc bg leaves did Adam and Eve; that is, 


WES: all. 
t the ver. 8. They heard the voice of the 


it. 00 od walking in the trees of the garden, in 
tt.cir WP! of the day; and Adam and his wife (not- 
Les, ading their fig leaves) bid th-mſelves 
ly to he preſence of the Lord God, among the 
|, vert the garden.” | | 
ned, ey heard the voice of the Lord God, or 
d of erd of the Lord God, even the Lord Jeſus 


d 20088, who is © the Word that was with God, 
nich e Word that was God,” They heard him 
- NOW ; * walking 
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walking in the trees of the garden, in the 
of the day.” A ſeaſon, perhaps, when | 
and Eve uſed to go, in an eſpecial mann lp P 
offer up an evening ſacrifice of praiſe and cial 
giving. The © cool of the day.“ Perhazann 
fin was committed early in the morning, Mn 
noon ; but God would not come upon then 
mediately ; he ſtaid till the cool of the day, ette 
if we would eſſectually reprove others, we Hi 
not do it when they are warmed with pale! 
but wait till the cool of the day. 1 h 
But what an alteration is here! Inſtead os 
Joicing at the voice of their beloved; infi:aW 
meeting him with open arms and enlarged h 
as before, they hide. themſelves in the te 
the garden. Alas, what a fooliſt attemp: p 
this? Surely they muſt be naked, otherwi! beg tr 
could they think of hiding themſelves ile - 
God? Whither could they flee from his Mx. 
ſence? But, by their fall, they had contra 
an enmity againſt God: they now hated, Wl 
were afraid to converſe with God, their M 
And is not this our caſe by nature? aflrc Wn 
is. We labour to cover our wakedneſs wit 
fig leaves of our own righteouſneſs: We __ | 
- ourſelves from God as lung as we can, and 
nor come, and never ſhould come, did na 
Father prevent, draw, and ſweetly con{trail 0 
by his grace, as he here prevented Adam, % G 
Ver. 9. And the Lord God called 
Adam, and laid unto him, Adam, wher 
thou? 
© The "Por" God called unto Adam,” 
otherwiſe Adam would never have called g * 
the Lord God), and ſaid, * Adam, wherlf * 


hs lil IVE 


* 


II. and t#he Seed of the Serpent. 61 


he gu? How is it that thou comeſt not to pay 
en devotions as uſual ??” Chritians, remember 
pneihh rd keeps an account when you fail com- 
d th worſhip: whenever, therefore, you are 
ha enged to with-hold your attendance, each of 
ing, nd ſaying, O man, O woman, where art 
the» Wu?” It may be underſtood in another and 


day. ſenſe: © Adam, where art thou?” What 
we ſi F Wicion is thy poor ſoul in? This is the firſt 
h pi the Lord aſks, and convinces a finner of, 


ha - 3 and calls him effectually by 
ead cis He alſo calls him by name : for un- 
< ba ſpeaks to us in particular, and we know 
we are, how poor, how miſerable, how 
Ss how naked, we ſhall never valu- the 
empt WWW prion wrought out for us by the death and 
r wilt hence of the dear Lord Jeſus: % Adam, 
Ives "hex art thou?” 
1 his . 10. And he ſaid, Theard thy voice in 
dont rden, and [ was afraid.” Sce what cow- 
ated, in makes us, If we knew no ſin, we 
ir MAB know no fear. “ Becauſe I was naked, 
ſſurech bid myſelf. Ver. 11. And he faid, Who 
8 4 Dee that thou wall naked? Haſt thou eaten 
We tree whercof I (thy Maker and Lawgiver) 
„ and nr Ended thee that thou ſhouldſt not eat?“ 
10 na knew very well that Adam was naked, 
astra gat be had eaten of the forbidden fruits 
am. Nd would know it from Adam's own mouth. 
led od knows all our neceſſities before we 
where yer inſiſts upon our * for his grace, 
Yaoteſſing our fins. For, by ſuch acts, we 
lam, ledge our dependence upon God, take 
ea ourſclves, and thereby give glory o 
wc Eat name. 
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had not eaten the forbidden fruit.” Thus » 
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Ver. 12. And the man ſaid, The wont 
which thou gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave 
of the tree, and I did ear,” a 1 

Never was nature more lively delineated, 
what pride Adam contracted by the fall! I 
unwilling he is to lay the blame upon, or tu 
ſhame to himſelf, This anſwer is full of ira 
lence towards God, enmity againſt his wife, ai 
diſingenuity in reſpect to himſelf, For her 
he tacitly reflects upon God: © The woman i 
thou gaveſt to be with me.”—As much 7 
lay, “ if thou hadſt not given me that woman 
men fin, they lay the fault vpon their paſica wo 
then blame and reflect upon God for givl 
them thoſe paſhons, Their language i is, © 18 
© appetites that thou gaveſt us, they deceif 
© us, and therefore we ſinned againſt 1 
But as God, notwithſtanding, puniſhed Aj 
for hearkening to the voice of his wife, 13 
will puniſh thoſe who hearken to the dictate 
their corrupt inclinations : for God compels| a 
man to fin. Adam might have withſtood | vw 
ſolicitations of his wife, if he would, And _ 
if we look up to God, we ſhould find grace 
help in the time cf need, The devil and i 
own hearts tempr, but they cannot force uv 
conſent, without the concurrence of our Gf 
wills, So that our damnation is of our{cl'f 
as it will evidently appear at the great day, cler 
withſtanding all} mens preſent impudent rep on 
againſt God. As Adam ſpeaks inlolently if 
ſpect io God, fo he ſpeaks with enmity Mi 


his wife: : the woman, or, this woman, ſhe g 5 nc 
me,” He lays all the fault upon her, and _ =” + 
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Won her with much contempt; he does not ſay. 
gave i vife, my dear wife, but „ this. woman,” 

lin diſunites the moſt united hearts, It is 
ed. Wane of holy fellowſhip; thoſe who have 
|! 1a companions in fin here, if they die without 
or ui tance, will both hate and condemn one 
of it her hereafter, All damned ſouls are accu- 
ie, Mf their brethren : thus it is, in ſome degree, 
heiß his ſide the grave; © The woman whom 
nan i gavelt to be with me, ſhe gave me of the 
ch «WW and 1 did cat.” What a diſingenuous 
oma h was here? He makes uſe of no leſs than 
us n words to excuſe himſelf, and but one or 
2a (of in the original) to confeſs his fault, if it 
r gli be called a confeſſion at all:“ The woman 
„„ h thou gavelt to be wich me, ſhe gave me 
ie ce tree,” — Here are fifteen words, —* and l 
t the GW&ar.” With what reluctance do theſe laſt 


As come out? How ſoon are they uttered ? 


e, ſo Md 1 did car,” But thus it is with an unhum- 
Et ate: voregenerate heart. It will be laying the 
1 pels WE up in the deareſt friend in the world, nay, 


oo! Wan God hinſelf, rather than take ſhame to 


And "on this pride we are all ſubject to by the fall, 
grec till our hearts are broken, and made con- 
and by che fpirit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we 
ce vb: always charging God fooliſhly, © A- 
our t thee, and thee only, have | finned, that 
uren mighteſt be juſtified in thy ſaying, and 


lay, hen thou art judged,” is the language of 
t rep but thoſe, who, like David, are willing to 
ly ines their faults, and are truly lorty for their 
agi | is was not the caſe of Adam; his heart 
ſhe 7 not broken; and therefore he lays the fault 
d {ps diſobedience upon his wite and God, and 
b „ not 
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wounded, leſt we ſhould ſay, Peace, peace, r 


not upon himſelf: “ The woman which 


gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave me of the Wan 


and 1 did eat.“ 
Ver. 13.“ And the Lord God ſaid, what i 
that thou haſt done? What a wonderful 
cern does God expreſs in this expoſtulat® 
„What a deluge of miſery haſt thou bre 3 
„ upon thyſelf, thy huſband, and thy poſte: 
« What is this char thou baſt done? Dales 
de thy God, obeyed the devil, and ruined 
© huſband, for whom 1 made thee to be anf 
« mate! What is this that thou haſt do 
God would here awaken her to a ſente of 1- 
crime and danger, and therefore, as it, 
thunders in her ears. For the law mil: 
preached to ſelf-righteous ſinnets. We 
take care of healing, before we fee fin 


there is no peace. Secure ſinners mult hear 
thundering in mount Sinai, before we I-43 
then to mount Sion. They who never pri 

up the law, it is to be feared, are unſkilſh 
celivering the glad tidings of the goſpel. EI 72 
miniſter ſhould be a Boanerges, a fon of © 
der, as well as Barnabas, a ſon of conte 5 
There was an earthquake and a whirlwind _ 
tore the ſmal] {ti}]I voice came to Elijah. 
muſt firſt ſhew people they are condemned, 
then ſhew them how they muſt be ſaved. = | 
how and when to preach the law, and when 
apply the promiſes of the goſpel, wiſdom is uy 
fitable to direct: * And the Lord God Wl c 
unto the woman, What is this that thou 


done?“ 0 1 


437 
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ich ad the woman ſaid, the ſerpent beguiled 
and I did eat.” She does not make uſe of 
ny words to excuſe herlelf, as her huſband ; 
hat ier heart is as unhumbled as his: What is 
rf] Mays God, that thou haſt done? God here 
kult s her with doing it; ſhe dares not deny 
vr Wl act, or ſay, I have not done it; but ſhe. 
ofte WE!! the blame off herſelf, and lays it upon 
): ſor pent : © The ſerpent beguiled me, and I 
ined Wt.” She does not fay, * Lord I was to 
e an ne for calking with the ſerpent: Lord, I 
0,888 wrong in not.haſting to my huſband, when 
pot the firſt queſtion to me: Lord, I plead 
ty, I only am to blame; oh, let not my 
or huſband ſuffer for my wickedneſs!“ This. 
have been the language of her heart, had 
o been a true penitent, But both were 
alke proud; therefore neither will lay the 
U me upon themſelves 2 The ſerpent beguiled 
nd 1 did eat, — The woman which thou 
er pr W to be with me, ſhe gave me of the tree, 
ul did eat.“ 
J. EA bave been the more particular in marking 
of (Part: of. their behaviour, becauſe it tends to 
ola to the magnifying of free grace, and plainly 
ind vs ſalvation cometh: only from the Lord. 
os take a ſhort view of the miſerable. cir- 
ences our firlt parents were now in: they 
.d, legally and ſpiritually dead; children of 
when, and heirs of hell. They had eaten the 
n is of which God had coinmanded them that 
3od chould not eat. And when arraigned be- 
hou God, notwithſtanding their crime was ſo 
located, they could not be brought to con- 
. What reaſon can be given why. ſen» 
* E 3. tence 


— < — — - 
— — -- — 
— _ 2 "9 — 
1 — — — * 


r 


— — — — — 

— — — = — — 

Re — 2 — 
4A = 


= 


—— — 
— — 


* 
4 
0 4 
1.1 
t 

' 


Ll 0 * E ö 
* VS > 
Li * 


66 The Seed of the Woman, Sen In 


fence of death ſhould not be pronunced b 
the priſoners at the bar? All muſt own the is 
worthy to die, Nay, how can God, config ean 
with his juſtice, poſhbly forgive them ? as een 
threatened, that the day wherein they eat F 
forbidden fruit, they ſhould “ ſurely die.“ Met 
if he did not execute this threatening, thed 1 
might then ſlander the Almighty indeed. 
yet mercy cries, Spare theſe ſinners, ſpar 
work of thine own hands. Behold then wif 4 | 
ccntrives a ſcheme how God may be uit i 
yet be merciful; be faithful to his threat: 
puniſh the offence, and at the ſame time 3 
the offender, An amazing ſcene of divine * 
here opens to our view, which had been 
all etervity hid in the heart of God! Nor 1 
ſtanding Adam and Eve were thus unhum 1 al 
and did not ſo much as put up one ſingle ! 
tion for pardon, God immediately paſſes Men 
tence upon the ſerpent, and reveals ro ch ge 
Saviour. „ algor 
Ver. 14. And the Lord God ſaid unt e 
ſerpent, Becauſe thou haſt done this, th 
accurſed above all cattle, and above every 0 0 
of the field; upon thy belly ſhalt thou gol n 
duſt ſhalt thou eat all the days of thy life; #8? 
he ſhould be in ſubjection, and his power 18 
always be limited and teſtrained. “ His 
mies ſhall lick the duſt,” ſays the Pſalmiſt. 
15. And I will put enmity between cher 
the woman, and between thy feed and her i 
it ail bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhall bruic wh) 
heel.“ 5 
Before 1 proceed to the explanation of u. 
verle, cannot but take notice of one great TY 
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ed a hich the author of the“ Whole duty of 
1 E is guilty of, in making this verle contain a 
on ant between God and Adam, as though 
H erſonally treated with Adam as before the 
eat For, talking of the ſecond covenant, in 
8. Etace concerning caring for the foul, ſays 
the e WT his ſecond covenant was made with A- 
d. þ a „and us in him, preſently after the fall, 
Ipard is contained in theſe words, Gen. iii. 15. 
n wi ere God declares the ſeed of the woman 
juſt il break the ſerpent's head; and this was 
eat: de up as the firſt was, of ſome mercies to 
me 5 [afrorued by God, and ſome duties to be 
vine it formed by us.” This is exceeding falſe 
een ty: for theſe words are not ſpoken to A- 
Not: they are directed only to the ſerpent ; A- 
num Wand Eve ſtood by as criminals, and God 
ge not treat with them, becaule they had 
alles Men his covenant, and it is ſo far from being 
o ch enant, wherein ** ſome mercics are to be 
F afforded by God, and ſome duties to be per- 
ene, that here is not a word looking 


th i way. It 1s only a declaration of a free 
ery Wl of ſalvation through Jeſus Chriit our 
go Wl: God the Father and God the Son had en- 
fc; mo a covenant concerning the ſalvation 
er vl W cleft, from all eternity; wherein God the 
His r promiſed, that if the Son would offer his 
niſt. Ws ſacrifice for fin, he ſhould ſee nis ſeed. 
thee WF this is an open revelation of this ſecret co- 


aer L t, and thereture God ſpeaks it in the moit 
Ir uile por ve terms, © It ſhall bruiſe thy head, and 

ſhalt bruiſe his heel,” The firſt Adam God 
treated with before—He proved falſc: God 
Flore to ſecure the ſecond covenant from be- 


ing 
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ing broken, puts it into the hands of the [4 
Adam, the Lord from heaven. Adam, 
the fall, ſtood no longer as our repreſ-nt 
he and Eve were only private pcrfons, as ee 
and were only to hold on the declaration d em 1 
cy coptained in this promiſe by faith, 
really did), and by that they were ſaved. e. 
not ſay but we are to believe and obey, d 
are everlaſtingly ſaved. Faith and obe 
are conditions, if we only mean that they WY % 
der go before our ſalvation ; but I deny tha o: 
are propoſed by God to Adam, or thaw 
treats with him in this promiſe, as he did bi 
the fall under the covenant of works. 
how could that be, when Adam and Eve 


tc 
now priſoners at the bar, without ſtrength ii 
form any conditions at all, The truth i; « 
God, as a reward of Chriſt's ſufferings, prog n 
to give the elect faith and repentance, in Me 


to bring them to eternal life. And both Mf 
and every thing elſe neceſſary for their eve ec 
ing happineſs, are infallibly ſecured to thin 
this promiſe, as Mr Boſton, an excellent Set 
divine, ſweetly and clearly ſhews, in a booikiWe! 
titled, © A view of the covenant of grace.“ Mi 

This is by no means an unneceflary dill 
tion; it is a matter of great importance 
want of knowing this, people have bee 
long miſled. They have been taught that Wl 
mult do fo and ſo, as though they were uad 
covenant of works, and then for doing Wl 
they ſhould be ſaved. This is plainly. the 1 6 
drift of the book wrongly intituled The i. 
duty of man.” Whereas, on the contrary, . 
ple ſhould be taught, that the Lord Jeſus Wc 
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the nd Adam, with whom the Father enter- 
dam covenant for fallen man; that they can 
nothing of or for themſelves, and ſhould 

as Ve come to God, beſeeching him to give 
on eich, by which they ſhall be enabled to 
, (on the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and that 
„ed. th Ney will ſhew forth by their works, out of 
bey, veand gratitude to the ever bleſſed Jeſus, their 
ovedy Worious Redeemer, for what he has done 
hey . This is a conſiſtent ſcriptural ſcheme. 
tha holding this, we muſt run into one of 
that Vo bad extremes, I mean Antinomianiſm 
did one hand, or Armimaniſm on the other, 
ks, L och which may the good Lord deliver us! 
Eve i to proceed: By the © the ſeed of the wo- 
3 £11 10 we are here to underſtand the Lord Jeſus 
th 1 W who though very God of very God, was 
+ Pro men and our ſalvation, to have a body 
„ in ed for him by the Holy Ghoſt, and to be 
oth t a woman, who never knew man, and, by 
r eve hedience and death, make an atonement 
the n's tranſgreſſion, and bring in an everlaſt- 
nt S hteouſneſs, work in them a new nature, 
 booklWereby bruiſe the ſerpent's head, i. e. de- 
is power and dominion over them. By 
Spent's ſced, we are to underitand the de- 
all his children, who ſhould be permitted 
ga to tempt and ſift his children, But, 
| * God, he'can reach no further than 
ing not to be doubted but Adam and Eve 
he u tood this promiſe in this ſenſe ; for it is 


he wi " in the latter part of the chapter, ſacrifices 


- . 


eſont: 


ary, Mnſtituted: For from whence ſhould thofe 
ome, but from bealts ſlain for eas 
b 


[clus W 1 


70 The Seed of the Patios, Senn 
of which God made them coats? We 9 
Abel, as well as Cain, offering ſacrifice 
next chapter: and the apoſtle tells us, 1: 
by faith, no doubt in this promiſe. Ai | 
when Cain was born, ſaid, © 1 have g 
man from the Lord,” or, (as Mr, Hel 
ſerves, it may be rendered), * | have cl 
man—the Lord,” —the promiſed Meſſiab. 
further ſuppoſe, that Eve was the firſt v0 
and therefore they tranſlate it thus, th N uv} 
(not of the, but) of this woman, which 
fies the grace of God ſo much the mor: 
ſhe, who was the firſt in tranſgreſſion, th» 
the firſt partaker of redemption, Adam be [ 
allo, and was ſaved; for unto Adam ail Ie] 4a 
wife did the Lord God make coats of {kin of l 
cloathed them, which was a remarkable 10 wt 1 
their being cloathed with the righteouſne g Þ 'F 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, _ 
This promiſe was literally fulfilled, | > of 4 
perſon of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Satan b$ 
his heel, when he tempted him for fort) vi 1 
together in the wilderneſs, He bruiſed ki 
when he raiſed up ſtrong perſecution Mi a, 
him, during the time of his public milf 
He, in an eſpecial manner, bruiſed bis“ 
when our Lord complained that his „ ſo 
exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death, if 
iwate great drops of | blood falling up 
ground,” when praying in the garden wil 
bruiſed his heel, when he put it into the hef to 
Judas to betray him: and he bruiſed h. oy 
moſt of all, when his emiflaries nailed him 
accurled tree, and our Lord cried out, ll 
God, my God! why haſt thou forſaken oe 


'N 


b 
ben 
t 
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e ob Ill this, the bleſſed J-ſus, thy ſeed of the 
i fice ng bruiſed his accurſed head: for in that 
8, i: Wan Se mpted, he was able to“ ſuccour thoſe 

AB tempted.” By „ his ſtripes we are 
ve g The chaſtiſement of our peace was 
Henn. By dying, he deſtroyed him that 


ve g the Power of death, that is, the devil. He 
Mah. AW ſpoiled principalities and powers, and 
-it bel ria ew of them openly, triumphing over 
Won the crols, 


„ th; 
ich M promiſe has been, is, and will be fulfil- 
mor: 1 he elect of God conſidered collectively, 


„ mo efore as after the coming of our Lord 
m bah e ſh; for they may be called © the feed 
m aug oman.” Marvel not, that“ all that will 
ten x Wy in Chriſt Jeſus, mult ſuſler perſecu- 
ble 7 In this promiſe there is an eternal en- 
ner berween the ſeed of the woman, and 
b ef of the ſerpent. So that thoſe that are 


ed, | of er the fleſh, cannot but perſecute thoſe 
tan bY & born after the Spirit, This enmity 

for'if itſelf ſoon after this promiſe was reveal- 
ed ki: 10 ain's bruiſing the heel of Abel. It con- 


; 7 n the church through all ages before 
me in the fleſh, as the hiſtory of the Bi- 


10N 43 


c mil 

1 bis the 11th chapter of the Hebrews plainly 
6c Not raged exceedingly after our Lord's al- 
ch, i $ witneſs the acts of the apoſtles, and the 

| Pf the primitive Chrſtians. It now rages, 

rden. 1 continue to rage, and ſhew itſelf, in a 


-he he or leſs degree, to the end of time. But 
d hi Pic This dilmay us! For, in all this, the ſeed 
him voman is more than conqueror, and 
dut, "ll che ſerpent's head. Thus the Iſraelites 
ken Nie they were oppreſſed, the more they 

or increaſed ; 


— 
* 
A 
- 
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increaſed ; thus it was with the apoſtles; 
it was With their immediate followers. SM 
Tertullian compares the church in his tim 
mowed field, the more frequently it 1s cu a 
more it grows. The blood of the marry 
always the ſced of the church; And I have 
fat down with wonder and delight, and a 
how God has made the very ſchemes whic 
enemies contrived in order to hinder the 
eſfectual means to propagate his goſpe]. Wl 
devil has had fo little ſucceſs in perſecution, 
if I did not know that he and his children, 

cording to this verſe, could not but perſec 
ſhould think he would count it his ſtreng 
fir ſtill, What did he get by perſecutire 
martyrs in queen Mary's time? Was cal 
grace of God exceedingly glorified in their Wi 
port? What did he get by perſecuting the oli 
old Puricans ? Did it not prove the people 
New England? Or, to come nearer to our Wi 
times, Wtiat hath he got by putting us off 
the ſynagogues? Hath not the word of (Wl 
ſince that, mightily prevailed ? My dear he 
you muſt excuſe me for enlarging on this 
God fills my ſoul generally, when I come to 
topic. I can ſay with Luther, „If it wer 
for perſecution, I ſhould not underſtand lp 
te ſcripture,” If Satan ſhuuld be yet ſufferq 
bruiſe my heel further, and his ſervants ſus 
thruſt me into priſon, I doubt not but even 
would only tend to the more <{f-&tual br 

of his head, I remember a ſaying ot the e. 
lord Chancellor to the pious Bradford: 
„ haſt done more hurt, ſaid he, by thy ex 
* tions in private, in priſon, than thou didi 


* 7 


E 
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55 Wacbing before thou waſt put in,” or words 
8 effect. The promiſe of the text is my 
um Wupport. © I will put enmity between thy 
una her ſeed ; it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and 
"Dy alt bruiſe his heel.“ 

mY Fi ther: This promiſe is alſo fulfilled, not 
a che church in general, but in every in- 
hie i al believer in particular : In every believer 
the | Ware two ſeeds, the ſeed of the woman, and 
el. of the ſerpent; the fleſh luſting againſt 
10" init, and the Spirit againſt the fleſh, It is 
_ he believer, when quickened with grace 
reno 


cc 


heart, as it was with Rebecca, when ſhe 
">WWpnceived Eſau and Jacob in her womb : 
Ut1 "20S Ic a ſtruggling, and began to be uneaſy. 
de be fo,” ſays ſhe, © why am I thus?” Thus 


their and nature ſtruggle (if I may fo ſpeak) in 


the Winb of a belicver's heart, But, as it was 
0p: id, the clcer ſhall ſcrve the younger; ſo 
0 WiEr1e—2race in the end ſhall get the beitet 
ire. Ihe ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe 

I pent's head. Many of you, perhaps, that 

r Sc licved in Chriſt, may find ſome particu» 
this [8 ruption yet ſtrong, ſo ſtrong, that you are 
res ready ro cry out with David, * I ſhall 
e day by the hand of Saul.” But fear 

ee promiſe in the text inſures the perſeve- 
Luſter nd victory of belicvers over ſin, Satan, 


ats "an nd hell, What if indwelling corruption 


even! t remain, and the ſeed of the ſerpent 
| br! be” our heel, in vexing and diſturbing your 
9291 es louls? Fear not, though faiat, yet pur- 
: ou ſhall yet bruiſe the ſerpent's head. 
ach died tor you, and yet a little while, 

| and 


8 
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he will ſend d-ath to deſtroy the very bein; WM 
fin in you. Which brings me 81 
To ſhew the moſt extenſive manner in vil 
the promiſe of the text ſhall be fulfiiled, v2 
the final judgment, when the Lord Jeſus ff 4 bla: 
preſent the elect ro his Father without ſpot e 
wiinkle, or any ſuch thing, gloriked bod * 
body and ſoul. ra 
T hen ſhall the feed of the woman ci" ha 
laſt and fatal blow, in btuiſing the ſerpent's hed 
Satan, the accuſer of the brethren, and all 
accurſcd feed, ſhall then be caſt our, and nel 
ſuffered to diliurb the ſeed of the —_ 
more, Then ſhall the righ:eous ſhine in 
kingdom of their Father, and fit with Chrill 
thrones, in majeſty on high, 7 
Let us therefore not be weary of well-doirl ſi 
for we ſha!l reap an eternal harveſt of comf Wl 
if we faint not. Dare, dare, ny brethren M 
Chriſt, to follow the Captain of your falvati 
who was mace perfect through ſufferings, 1 
ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the terpe 
head: fear not men; be not too much caſt du 
at the deceitfulneſs of your hearts, Fear | 
devils; you ſhall get the victory even over the 
the Lord Jeſus has engaged to make you m 
than conquercr over all, Plead with your 
vicur, plead, ple:d the pronite in the te 
vieltle, wreſtle with God in prayer. If it 
been given you to believe, fear not if it fu 
alſo be given you to ſuffer. Be not any 
terrified by your adverſaries, - The King ef 
church has them all in a chain. Be Kkird 
them; pray for them; but fezr them not. 1 
Lord will yet bring back his ark, though at {| 
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eing 8 driven into the wilderneſs, and Satan, like 
rniag, ſhall fall from heaven. 

n bre there any enemies of God here? The pro- 
vi of the text encourages me to bid you de- 
us ee. The“ ſced of the woman,” the ever- 
por Wed Jetus, © Mall bruiſe che ſerpent's head.“ 
both at ſignifies all your malice? You are only 


ing waves of the ſca, foaming out your own 
vive Mace. For you, without repentance, is reſer— 
s be te blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. The 
ad Jetus fits in heaven ruling over all, and 
4 ne fing all tnings to work for his children's good, 
nen laughs you to ſcorn; he hath you in the ut. 


e in m ſt derifion, and therefore ſo will I, Who are 


* 
- 
+ 
'Y 


"hit © that perſecute the children of tre ever- bleſ- 
i God? Though a poor ſtripling, the Lord J e- 
doin che ſeed of the woman, will enable me to 
dom iſe your heads. 
Gren Ny brethren in Chtiſt, I think L do not ſpeak 
ven my den ſtrength, but in the ſtreng ch of 
8. 18 Redeemer: | know in whom | have oelie- 
ms £ am perſuaded he wiil keep that fate wich 
it gave committed vnto him, He is faithful who 


a 


car WE promiled, © that the ſeed of the woman 
Er the * l bruiſe the ſerpent's head,” May we all ex- 
bam ence a daily completion of this pro niſe, both 
our WM he church and in our hearts, till we come to 
ne te church of the firit-born, the ſpirits of uit 
ene made perfect in the preſence and actual frui- 
t of the great God our heavenly Father. 
ay Noe vsom, wich the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, 
1c of Wi Licribe all hondour, power, migat, majeity, 
ii gOmmion, now and tor evermore, Ainea. 
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PERSECUTION EVERY CHRISTIAN -; 


LOT, 
they 
4 Milly 
ay 
* | 


- ' 


YEA, ALL THAT WILL LIVE GODLY IN CHRIST 


Wo * 
JESUS, SHALL SUFFER PERSECUTION, | 


TE 
* 


ar 

Ws our Lord Jeſus was pleaſed to tele 0g 
on him the form of a ſervant, ane Wok 

went 8 preaching the kingdom of God, hho, 
tcok all opportunities in public, more eſpecial Wc ac 
in private, to caution his diſciples againſt ſeeking 
great things for themſelves; and alſo to fore-W 
warn them of the many diſtreſſes, aflitions, and 
perſecutions, which they mutt expect to endure Foce 
and go through for his name's ſake, The genf io 
St Paul, thereſore, the author of this epiſtle, in 
this, as in all other things, following the ſteps|f : 
of his blefſed Maſter, takes particular care, a 
mong other apoſtolical admonitions, to war 
young Timothy of the difliculties he muſt ex- 
peQ to meet with in the courſe of his miniſtry. 
«© This know alſo,” ſays he, ver. 1, of this chap 
ter, „that in the laſt days perilous times ſhall 
come, For men ſhall be lovers of mor. Col , 
elvesß 


2 
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I elves, covetous, proud, blaſphemers, diſobe- 
Wient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
atural affeQion, truce breakers, falſe accuſers, 
hncontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that are 
Good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of 
Pleaſures more than lovers of God; having a 
form of godlineſs, but denying the power there- 
of: from ſuch turn away. For of this fort are 
Whey which creep mto houſes, and lead captive 
Willy women laden with fins, led away with divers 
Juſts, ever. learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. Now as Jannes 
and Jambres (two of the Egyptians magicians) 
Ewithitood Moſes, (by working ſham miracles}, 
Wo do thele alſo reſiſt the truth ;* and notwitiy- 
Wtanding they keep up the form of religion, 
are men of corrupt minds, reprobate concern— 
Jog the faith.“ But, in order to k-ep him from 


AN's 


„ anofMioking under their oppreſſion, he tells him, that 
d, he Wnovgh God, for wiſc ends, permitted thele falle 
cially Weacticrs, as he did the magicians, to oppoſe for 
eking home time, yet they ſhoul now proceed no fur- 
fote her. „ For their tolly,” ſays he, © ſhall be 
, and nade manifeſt unto all men, as theirs,” i. e. 


de magicians, © alſo was,” when they could 


gregor ſtand before Moſes, becauſe of the bull :: 
le, Gr the boil was upon the magicians as well as. 
ſteps fie Egyptians. And then to encourage Timo- 
e, iy yet the more, he propounds to him his own. 
vari x.mple 2 Bur thou haft fully known my doc- 
t cx-WiMtice, manner of life, purpole, faith, long- ſuffer- 
ſtry g, charity, patience, perſecutions, afflictions, 
chap" Which came to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at. 


ſhall J (tra; what perſecutions | endured ; bu: out of: 
Wicm all the Lord dchvered me.” And then, 
Y 5 f | G 3. le(t: 


* 
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leſt Timothy might think that this was only the 
particular caſe of Paul, Yea,” ſays he, in the 
words of the text, “ and all that will live godly 
in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſecution.” 

The words, without conſidering them as they 
ſtand in relation to the context, contain a nece{- 
ſary and important truth, viz. that perſecution 
is the common lot of every godly man. This 
is a hard ſaying, How few can bear it! I truſt 
God, in the following diſcourſe, will enable me 
to make it good, by ſhewing, 


I, What it is to live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, 
II. The different kinds of perſecution to which 
they who live godly are expoſed, | 
III. Why it is that godly men muſt expect to 
ſuffer perſecution, 
Laſtly, We ſhall apply the whole, 


And, firſt, Let us conſider what it is to live II 
godly in Chriſt Jeſus. This ſuppoſes we are 
made the righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt, that 
we are born again, and are made one with 
Chriſt by a living faith, and a vital union, even 
as Je'us Chriſt and the Father are one, Un- 
leſs we are thus converted and transformed by 
the renewing of our mind, we cannot prepctly 


be ſaid to be in Chriſt, much Jeſs to live godly BW V 
in him. To be in Chrilt merely by baptiſm, {nd 
and an outward pre feſſion, is not to be in him in es 
the ſtrict ſenſe of the word. No: © They that 1 
are in Chriſt Jeſus are new creatures, old things er 


are paſſcd away, and all things are become new” 
10 their hearts, Their life is hid with Chriſt in 
God; their ſouls daily feed on the inviſible 

| | realities 


1. III. 


ly the 
In the 
godly 
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alities of another world. To live godly in 
briſt, is to make the divine will, and not our 
oughts, words, and actions; ſo that, “ whether 
e eart or drink, or whatſoever we do, we do 
| to the glory of God.” Thole who live godly 
) Chriſt, may not ſo much be ſaid to live, as 
hriſt to live in them. He is their Alpha and 
mega, their firſt and laſt, their beginning and 
nd, They are led by his Spirit, as a child is 
d by the hand of its father, and are willing to 
pllow the Lamb whitherſoe ver he leads them. 
hey hear, know, and obey his voice; their af- 


they 
1ecel. 
urion 
This 
truſt 
le me 


IS, tions are ſet on things above; their hopes are 
vhich Will of immortality ; their citizenſhip is in hea- 
len. Being born again of God, they habitually 
ct to Ne to, and daily walk with God: They are pure 
heart, and in ſhort, from a principle of faith 
Chriſt, holy in all manner of converſation and 
odlineſs. | 
live MW This it is to live godly in Chriſt Jeſus: And 
are Nence we may learn, why ſo few ſuffer perſecu- 
that Won; becauſe fo few live godly in Chriſt Jeſus. 
with Nou may attend on outward duties, you may 
even Ne morally in Chriſt, i. e. you may do (as they 
Un- m it) no one any harm, and avoid perſecution, 
d by Pot they „that will live godly in Chriſt Jelus, 
och Huſt ſuffer perſecution,” | 
ody What is the meaning of the word perſecution, 
tiſm, Id how many kinds there are of it, | come now 
mia Mo conſider. | 
that The word perſecution is derived from a Greek 
ics Ford, ſignifying to purſue, and generally im- 
ew” lies © purſuing a perſon for the ſake of his 
ſt in WWF goodnels, or God's good-will ro him.“ The 
ſible irlt Kind of it 1s that of the heart, We have an 


ities early 
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early example of this in that wicked one Ci 
who, becauſe the Lord had reſpect to Abel a 
his offering, and not to him and his offer 
was very wroth, bis countenance fell, and 


length he cruelly flew his envied brotha 
Thus the Phariſees hated and perſecuted or 


Lord long before they laid hold on bim: gene 
our Lord mentions being inwardly hated of mag al 
as one kind of perſecution his diſciples were ¶ big 


undergo. This heart enmity (if 1 may fo ten 
it) is the root of all other kinds of perſecutiar 
and is, in ſome degree or other, to be found 
the ſoul of every uoregenerated man, and nu: 
bers are guilty of this perſecution, who nent 
have it in their power to perſecute any ctôd 
way. Nay numbers would be carried out a 
tually to put in practice all other degrees of pe! 
ſecution, was not the name of perſecution bt 
come odious amongſt mankind, and did the) 
not hereby run the hazard of loſing their repu 
tation, Alas! how many at the great da 
whom we know not now, will be convicted and 
conderaned, that all their life long harb« ured a 
ſecret evil will againft Zion! They may nov 
ſkrecn it before men; but God ſcetn the enmit) 
of their hearts, and will judge them as perſccu- 
tors at the great and terrible day of judgment! 
A ſecond degree of perſecution is that of tit 
tongue, © for out of the abundence of the heart 
the mouth ſpcaketh.“ Many, I ſuppoſe, chiok 
it no harm to ſhoer out arrows, even bittet 
words, againſt the diſciples of the Lord. Ti 
ſcatter their fire-brands, arrows, and death, fay- 
ing, Are we not in iport?” But however tlie) 
may eſteem it, in God's account evil ſpeaking 
FE a 


rm. rm. III. Chriſtian's Lot, or 
e C:high degree of perſecution, Thus Iſhmael's 


bel ar 
»}Rer'n 
and 


ocking Ifaac in the Old, is termed pei ſecuting 
m in the New Teſtament, *© Bleſled are ye,” 
ys our Lord, when men ſhall revile you and 


rotheferſecute you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil a- 
ted ciffainſt you falſely for my name's ſake.” From 
n: hence we may gather, that reviling and ſpeak- 
of mug all manner of evil falſely for Chriſt's ſake, is 


high degree of perſecution, For a © good 


were i 
ſo ten me,“ ſays the wiſe man, „is better than pre- 
»cutionW&0us ointment,” and, to many, 1s dearer than 
»und fe itſelf, It is a great breach of the ninth com- 


andment to ſlander any one, but to ſpeak evil 
and flander the diſciples of Chriſt, merely be- 


d nu: 


) Neve 
ct uſe they are his diſciples, muſt be highly pro- 
hut acMoking in the ſight of God, and ſuch who are 


uilty of it (without repentance) will find that 
lus Chriſt will call them to an account, and 
uniſn them for all their ungodly and hard 
deeches in a lake of fire and brimſtone: This 
all be their portion to drink, 

The third and laſt kind of perſecution, is 
at which expreſſes itſelf in actions. As when 


of pe! 
ion be 
jd the) 
F repu- 
t Cay 
ed and 


ure iP 
y nowſR'cked men ſeparate the children of God from 
nmitgſeir company. Bleſſed are ye,” ſays our Lord, 
rſccu- when they ſhall {ſeparate you from their com- 


any,” or expoſe them to church cenſures.“ They 


ent! | 

of the all put you out of their ſynagogues.” Or in 
bean reatening and prohibiting them from making 
chin open proteſſion of his religion or warſhip, or 
bitcer  iſters from preaching his word, as the high 
T:cy {Mts threatened the apoſtles, and ſorbad thein 
„fan- 2 more to ſpeak in the name of Jeſus.” And 
r thief Paul breathed out threatenings and ſlaughter 
ing 1s Balnſt the diſciples of the Lord,” Or when 


a they 
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they call them into courts, © You ſhall be Moch, 
led before governors,” ſays our Lord, Or wie 
they fine, impriſon, or puniſh them, by coni 
cation of goods, cruel ſcourging, and lat 
death itſelf. | 

It would be impoſſible to enumerate in u 
various ſhapes perſecution has appeared. | 
a many-headed monſter, inſatiabie as hell, cru 
as the grave, and, hat is worſe, it generally 
pears under the cloak of religion. But cruc 
inſatiable, and horrid as it is, they that live god 
in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt expect to ſuffer and e 
counter with it in all its forms, 

This is what we are to make good under ol 
next general head, 

And, firſt, this appears ſrom the whole ter 
of our Lord's dodrme. We will begin with h 
divine ſermon on the mount: . Blefſed,” ſays 1 
ie are they which are perſecuted for righteouine 
ſake ; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.“ 
that, if our Lord ſpoke truth, we aie not 
bleſſed as to have an interett in the kingdom 
heaven, unleſs we are or have been perſecute 
for righteouſneſs ſake.” Nay, our Lord (it! 
remarkable) employs three verſes in this beat 
tude, and only one in each of the others; n 
only to ſhew that it was a thing which men, 
men are unwilling to believe, bur alſo the 8 
ceflary conſequence of it upon our being Chil 
tians. . This is likewiſe evident from ail tho 
paſſages, wherein our Lord informs us, that i 
came upon the earth not to lend peace, but 
ſword, and that the father-in-law ſhould be 1 
gainſt the mother-in-law, and that a man's fot 
ſhould be of his own houthold, Pailag* 


Which 
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be ich, though confined by falſe prophets to the 
Jr wit, I am perſuaded will be verified by the ex- 
7 coniWience of all true Chriſtians in this and every 
1 laihe of the church. It would be endleſs to re- 
at all the places wherein our Lord forewarng 
diſciples, that they ſhould be called before 
lets, thruſt out of ſynagugues, nay, that the 
e would come, wherein men ſhould think 
y did God ſervice to kill them, For this 
aſun he ſo frequently declared, that unleſs a 
m * forſake all that he had, and even hatred 
itſelf, he could not be his diſciple:” And 
erefore it is worthy our obſervation, that in 
at remarkable paſſage, wherein our Lord 
kes ſuch an extenfive proiniſe to thoſe who 
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le tent all for him, cautioufly inſerts perſecution, 
with ul And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, Verily I fay unto 
lays Wu, there is no man that hath left houſe, or 
20uincWcthren, or ſiſters, or father, or mother, or wife, 


1.” WF children, or lands for my ſake and the gol- 


not is, but he thall receive an hundred - fold now 
dom this time, houſes, and brethren, and filters, 
ſecotWd mothers, and children, and lands,” with 
d (it Wrlecutions, (the word in plural number, in— 


3 bealMuding all kirds of periecution), and © in 


rs; nde world to come eternal life.” He that hath 
men, rs to hear let him hear what Chriſt ſays in all 
the 0tle paſſoges, and then confeſs, that “all who 
x Chr live godly in Chrift Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſe- 
i thaßz aon.“ | 

that As this is proved from our Lord's doctrine, ſo 


, but 
1 be 
1's fol 
 ailage 
which 


is no leſs evident from his life. Follow him 
om the manger to the croſs, and ſee whether 
y perſecution was like that which the Son of 
od, the Lord of glory, underwent whilſt here 
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on earth. How was he hated by wicked men 
How often would that hatred have excited the 
to take hold-of him, had it not been for fear d 
the people? How was he reviled, counted an 
called a blaſphemer, a wine-bibber, a Samaritar 
nay, a devil, and, in one word, had all manne 
of evil ſpoken againſt him falſely ? What contr 
diction of ſinners did he endure againſt himſelf? 
How did men ſeparate from his company, and 
were aſhamed to walk with him openly ? Inſv 
much that he once ſaid to his own diſciple, 
Will you allo go away?” Again, How was be 
ſtoned, thruſt out of the ſynagogues, arraigned 
as a deceiver of the people, a ſeditious and bel 
tilent fellow, an enemy to Cæſar, and as ſuch 
ſcourged, blindfolded, {pit upon, and at Jength 
condemned and nailed to an accurſed tree? Thus 
was the Maſter perſecuted; thus did the Lord 
ſuffer: and the ſervant is not above his Matter, 
nor the diſciple above his Lord, © It ihe 
have perſecuted me, they will allo perſecute you,” 
ſays the blefled Jeſus. And again, “ Every 
man that is perfect,“ that is, a true Chriſtian, 
© mult be as his Malter,”” i. e. ſuffer as he did. 
For all theſe things our Lord has led us an ex- 
ample, that we ſhould follow his ſteps: And 
therefore, God forbid that any who would live 
gudly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhould heaceforward ex- 
pect to eſcape ſuffering perſecution, 

But fuither: Not only our Lord's example, 
but the example of all the ſaints that ever lived, 
evidently demonſtrates the truth of the apoſtie's 
aſſertion in the text, How ſoon was Abel 
made a martyr for religion? How was Iſaac 
mocked by the ſon of the bond-woman? And 

what 
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men hat a large catalogue of ſuffering Old Teſta- 
| then nent ſaints have we recorded in the 11th chap- 
fear Her of the Hebrews? Read the Acts of the A- 
ed anWMpoltles, and ſee how the firſt Chriſtians were 


aritanMbreatened, ſtoned, impriſoned, ſcourged, and 
nanneMperſecured even unto death. Examine church- 
dont Hiſtory, in after ages, and you will find the mur— 
\mſcl{{Wcer of the innocents by Rerod, was but an ear- 
y, andſWelt of che innocent blood which ſhould be ſhed 

Inſo For the name of Jeſus, Examine the experience 
ſciple f ſaints now living on earth, and if it were pol- 
was heWible to conſult the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
aigteihect, | am perſuaded each would concur with 
id peſiWhe apoſile in aff-rting, that “alf who will live 


podly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſufler perſecution,” 
For how can it be otherwiſe in the very na- 
ure of things? Ever ſince the fall, there has 
Lord een an irreconcileable enmity put between the 
latter, Weed of the woman and the ſeed of the ſerpent. 
t they {Wicked men hate God, and therefore cannot 
you,” put hate thoſe who are like him. They hate 
Iver eo be reformed, and therefore muſt hate and 
riftian, Wperſecute thoſe, who, by a contrary behaviour, 


$ luch 
length 
Thus 


ie did. Neſtify of them that their deeds are evil. Be- 
an ex-. des, pride of heart leads men to perſecute the 
And Hervants of Jeſus Chriſt. If they commend 
1d live em, they are afraid of being aſked, © Why do 


rd ex- you not follow them?” And, therefore, be- 
zule they dare not imitate, though they may 
ample, Nometimes be even forced to appr« ve their way, 
lived, Het pride and envy make them turn perſecutors, 


oftie's Hence it is, that as it was formerly, ſo it is now, 


Abel ]W'd fo it will be to the end of time, He th.t is 
Iſaac Porn aſter the fleſh, the natural man, does and 
And ill perſecute him that is born after the Spirit, 
what H the 
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the regenerate man, Becauſe Chriſtians ar: 
not of the world, but Chriſt hath choſen then 
out of the world, therefore the world will hat: 
them. If it be objected againſt this doctrine, 
cc that we now live in a Chriſtian world, ant 
« and therefore muſt nut expect ſuch perſecu- 
“ tion as formerly ;” I anſwer, “All are nc 
&« Chriſtians that are called ſo; and till the hear 
te is changed, the enmity againſt God (which i; 
te the rout of all perſecution) remains;“ and con- 
ſequently Chriſtians falſely ſo called, will perſe. 
cute, as well as others. I obſerved, therefore, 
in the beginning of this diſcourte, that Pau 
mentions thoſe that had a form of religion, 2 
perſons of whom Timothy had need be cnicfly 
aware, For, as cur Lord and his apoſtles were 
moſtly perſecuted by their countrymen the Jews, 
ſo we mult expect the like uſage from the for- 
maliſts of our own nation, the Phariſees, who 
ſeem to be religious, For the moſt horrid and 
barbarovs pt riecutions have been carried on by 
thoſe who have called themſelves Chriſtians; 
witneſs the Cays of queen Mary, and the fires, 
baniſhments, and impiiſonments of the children 
of God in the laſt century, and the bitter, ire 
concileable hatred that appears in thouſands 
u ho call themſelves Chiiſtians, even in the pte. 
ſent days wherein we live in. 

Perſons who argue againſt perſe cution nos, 
are not ſuff.ciently ſenſible of the bitter enmil 
of the heart of every unregenerate man agzinl 
God, For my own part, 1 am fo far from won. 
dering that Chriſtians are perſecuted, that | 
wonder our ſtreets do not run with the blocd 
of the ſaints, Was mens power equal to ar 
| | VW 1159) 
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yills, ſuch a horrid ſpectacle would ſoon ap- 
ear. 

Perſecution is neceſſary in reſpect to the godly 
hemſelves. If we have not all manner of evil 
poken of us, how can we know whether we love 


rſe cu · ontempt, and ſeek only that honour which 
re n:tMometh from above? If we have not perſecutors, 
: h-anWow can our paſlive graces be kept in exerciſe ? 


nich 15 
d con- 
perſe. 
re fore, 
Pau 
jon, 2 
Clef 


low can many chriitian precepts be put into 
practice? How can we love, pray for, and do 
good to thoſe who deſpitefully uſe us? How 
an we overcome evil with good? In ſhort, how 
an wer know we love God be:rer than life itſelf ? 
dt Paul was ſenſible of all this, and therefore 
0 poſitively and peremptorily aſſerts, that * all 
s were What will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, mult ſuffer 
 Tews, (Werſecution.” ; 
ic for · ¶ Not that I affirm, * All are perſecuted in a 
s, Who ike degree.” No: This would be contrary 
id and Poth to ſcripture and experience, But though 
on l Chriſtians are not really called to ſuffer every 
ſtians; ind of perſæcution, yet all Chriſtians are liable 
flirte dereto: And, notwithſtanding, ſome may live 
uldren na more peaceful times of the church than others, 
„ irte- Det all Chriſtians, in all ages, will find by their 
{and Pen experience, that, whether they act in a pri- 
he pte. Hate or public capacity, they mult in ſome de- 
tee or other, ſuffer perſecution. 
1 no, Here then 1 would make a pauſe, and, by 
camp of application, exhort all perſons firit to 
again tand a while and examine themſelves. For, 
a Won. what has been ſaid, you may gather one 
that Park whereby you may judge whetacr you are 
blood ariſtiaans or not. Were you ever perſecuted 
o ther righteouſaeſs ſake? If not, you never yet 
wills 13 H 2 lived 
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lived godly in Chriſt our Lord. Whatever you 
may fay to the contrary, the inſpired apoſtle, in 
the words of the text, (the truth of which, | 
think, I have ſufficiently proved), poſitively aſ. 
ſerts, that“ that all that will live godly in hin, 
muſt ſufter perſecution.” Not that all that are 
perſecuted are real Chriſtians; for many {ome 
times ſuffer and are perſecuted cn other account, 
than for righteouſfeſs ſake, The great quil-f 
tion therefor: is, © Whether you were ever Pet- 
fecuted for living godly ?“ You may boaſt (a 
perhaps you may think) of your great prudence 
and fagacity, (and indeed theſe are excellent 
things), and glory becauſe you have not ruf 
ſuch lengths, aud made yourſelves ſo fingular, 
and liable io ſuch contempt, as ſome other 
have, But alas! this is not a mark of your be- 
ing of a Chriſtian, but a Laodicean ſpirit, nei 
their hot nor cold, and fit only to be ſpewed out 
of the mouth of God, That which you cali 
prucence, is only owardice, dreadful hypocrily, 
pride of heart, which makes you dread con- 
tempt, and afraid to give up your reputation for. 
God, You are aſhamed of Chriſt and his gol 
pel, and in all p:obability, was he to appear 1 
lecond time upon earth, in words, as well a 
werks, you wuuid deny him. Awake, there- 
fore, all ye that live only formally in Chriit Jt 
ſus, and no longer ſeek that bonour which com- 
eth of man, 1 do not defire you to court, but 
] entreat you to live godly, and fear not con. 
tempt, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, Beg df 
God to give you his holy Spirit, that you ma 
ſee through and diſcover the latent hypocrily 0 
your hearts, and no longer deceive your "” 

ſouh 
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ouls, Remember, you cannot reconcile two 


1. III. 


er you | er 
* in reconcileable difterences, God and Mamman, 
ich, Ne ſniend{hip of this world, with the favour of 
ly ah od. Know you not who hath told you, that 


be © friendſhip of this world is enmity with 


him 
od?“ If therefore you are in friendſhip with the 


at are Tel | 
(ome Vorld, notwithſtanding all your ſpecicus pre- 
-ount{Wcnces to piety, you are at enmity with God. You 


ue only heart-hypocrites, and, „What is the 


utl- 
1 lope of the hypocrite, when God ſhall take a- 


r Pets a 

ey ay his ſoul?“ Let the words of the text ſound 
de nce n alarm in your ears. Oh! let them ſink dee 
ellen W2o'0 your hearts, © Yea, and all that will live 
ot runſÞodly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhali ſuffer perſecution, 
gular, decondiy, From the words of the text, I would: 
Otten ke occaſion to ſpeak to thoſe ©& who are about 
ur be- fo liſt themſelves under the banner of Chriſt's 
t, nei: croſs,” What ſay you? Are you relulved to 
ed ou live godly in Cariſt Jeſus,” notwithſt anding 


u call" conlequence will be, that you * mult ſuffer 
ocrihyerſecution?“ You are beginning to build, but 
con- you taken our Lord's advice, to fic down. 
on fort and count the colt? Have you well weighed. 
s gol th yourſelvcs that weighty declaration: “ He 
pear afif'** loveth father or mother more than me, is 
„ell el worchy of me.“ And again, © Unleſs a man 
there-rlake all that he hath, he cannot be my diſ- 
riſt Je- ple.“ | Pernaps ſome of you. have great poſs 
ons; will not you go away ſorrou ful, if Chriſt: 


] Com 

irt, but warm require you to ell all that you bave?. 
ot con-*bers of you again may. be kinſmen, or ſome 
geg of?) related, or under obligations to the high: 


du ma) fielts, or other great perſonages, who may be 


eriiy of ecurng the church of Chriſt: What ſay: 
ir Onnen, Will you, with Moles, rather chooſe to. 
{oul, H 3 ſuffer. 
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« ſyuffer affſiction with the people of God, tharfÞpill 1 
enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon?“ Perhap im, 
you may ſay, © My friends will not oppoſe me.“ 
T hat is more than you know; in all probabil:yſ 
your chief enemies will be thoſe of your own 
houſhold, If therefore they ſhould oppoſe you, 
are you willing naked to follow a naked Chriſt? 
and to wander about in ſheep ſkins and goat ſkins 
in dens and caves of the earth, being afflicted, 
deſtitute, rormented, rather than not be Chriſt's 
diſciples? You are now all following with zeal, 
as Ruth and Orpah did Naomi, and many wee 
under the word; but are net your tears Croce 
dile's tears? And when difficulties come, vil 
you not go back from following your Lord, a 
Orpah departed from following Naomi? Have 
you really the root of grace in your hearts? o 
are you only ſtony ground hearers? You te. 
ceive the word with joy; but, when perſecution 
ariſes becauſe of the word, will you not be im 
mediately offended ? Be not angry with me fo 
putting theſe queſtions to you. I am jralou 
over you, but it is with a godly jealouſy, For 
alas! how many have put their hands to the 
plcugh, and afterwards have ſhamefully looked 
back? lonly deal with you as our Lord did will 
the perſun that ſaid, “ Lord, I will follow the 


whitnerfoever thou wilt—The foxes have hole e d 
and the birds of the air have neſts, but the So eur 
of man, ſays he hath not where to lay his head. tb, 
What ſay you? Are you willing to endure baren 
nets, and thereby approve y ourſelves good ſoHPPpirt 
diers of Jeſus Chriſt? You now come on fooa 

out of the towns and villages to heat the worde! 


and receive me as a melienger, of God; buWrri 
wi 
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„than ill you not by and by cry our, * Away with 
erhap im, away with him, it is not fit ſuch a fellow 
me. Mould live upon the earth?“ Perhaps ſome of 
abilityſWou, like Hazael, may ſay, © Are we dogs, that 
r ownfe ſhould do this?“ Bur, alas ! I have met with 


e you ſWnany unhappy fouls, who have drawn back unto 
hriſt Herdition, and have afterwards accounted me 
t king heir enemy, for dealing faithfully with them, 
I; ted, Whough cnce, if it were poſſible, they would have 
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* plucked out their own eyes, and have given 
hem unto me.” Sit down, therefore, 1 belecch 
ou, and ſeriouſly count the coſt, and aſk your- 
Ives again and again, whether you © count all 
hings but dung and drofs,” and are willing to 
uffer the loſs of all things, “ ſo that you may 
vin Chriſt, and be found in him.“ For you may 
ure yourſelves, the apoſtle hath not ſpoken in 
an: „All that will live godly in Chriſt J-ſus, 
hall fuffer perſecution,” 

Thirdly, The text ſpeaks to you that are pa- 
ently ſuiFcring for the truth's ſake. © Rejoice, 


jealougpnd be exceeding glad—Great ſhall be your re- 

Forard in heaven.” For to you it is given, not 
to thePnly to believe, but alſo to ſuffer, and perhaps 
looke(Wemarkably roo, for the fake of Jeſus! This is a 


ark of your diſcipleſhip, an evidence that you 
lo live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ; Fear not, neither 
de diſmayed. Oh, be not weary and faint in 
your minds! Jeſus, your Lord, your lite, com- 
th, and his reward is with him. Though all 
en forſake you, yet will not he, No: The 
Spirit of Chriit and ot glory thall reſt upon you. 
In patience therefore poſſcſs your ſouls; ſanctify 
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worde Lord God in your hearts, Be in nothing 
d; bvrriied by your adveriarics; on their part 
> Clrilt 
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Chriſt is evil ipoken of: on your part he is gl ale 
rified. Be not aſhamed of your glory, ſine ou 
others can glory in their ſhame; think it nagßerefe 
ſtrange concerning the fiery trial, wherewitiWar b. 
you are or may be tried. The devil rage Hm o1 
knowing that he hath but a ſhort time to reignſyl in 
He or his emiſſaries have no more power thats, 
what is given them from above. God ſets themhn. 
their bounds, which they cannot pals, and th But 
very hairs ct your head are all numbered. Fete: 
not, no one ſhall ſet upon you to hurt youSſhe we 
without your heavenly Father's knowledge, Doſihplic: 
your earthly friends and parents forſaks you! othy 
Are you caſt out of the ſynagogues ? The Loidhrifi 
ſhall reveal himſelf to you, as to the man thatÞr{ec 
vas born blind. Jeſus ſhall take you up; if theyſſhets, 
carry you to priſon and load you with chainsWner, 
lo that the iron enter inte your ſuuls, even therthiſec 
ſhall Chriſt ſend an angel from heaven tvſhirte 
ſtrengthen you, and enable you, with Paul aidh not 
Silas, to ſing praiſes at midnight, Are youlhho e 
threatened to be thrown into a den of lions, ofi 
caſt into a burning fiery furnace, Lecaule. you 
will not bow down and worſhip the bealt'Y 
Fear not; the God whom you ſerve is able to 
deliver you: or, if he ſhould ſuſſer the flames to 
devour your bodies, they ſhould cnly ſerve as ſo 
many fiery. Chariats to carry your ſuuls to God 
Thus it was with the martyrs of old, ſo that one 
when he was burning cried out, © Come, you 
„ Papiſts, if you want a miracle, kere, behold 
© one! This bed.of flames is to me a bed ol 
© down.“ Thus it was with almoſt all that ſuffer- 
ed in former times: for Jeſus, notwithſtand ing he 
withdrew his own divinity from. himſeltf, s 
as 
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is always lifted up the light of his countenance 
ou the ſouls of ſuffering ſaints. 4 Fear not 
erefore thoſe that can kill the body, and after 
at have no more that they can do; but fear 
m only who is able to deftroy both body and 
ul in hell.” Dare, dare to live godly in Chriſt 
ſus, though you ſuffer all manner of perſecu- 
on. 

But are there any true miniſters of Jeſus Chrift 
te? You will not be offended if I tell you, that 
e words of the text, are in an eſpecial manner, 
plicable to you, St Paul wrote them to Ti- 
othy, and we, of al} men, that live godly in 
briſt Jeſus, muſt expect to ſuffer the ſeverett 
rſecution, Satan will endeavour to bruiſe our 
els, let who will eſcape, And it has been the 
neral way of God's providence, in times of 
rſecution, to permit the ſhepherds firſt to be 
nitten, before the ſheep are ſcattered, Let 


ul 20S not therefore ſhew that we are only hirelings, 
© oulho care not for the ſheep; but, like the great 
Ns, Ofhepherd ard Biſhop of ſouls, let us readily lay 
-. en our lives for the ſheep. Whillt others are 
N aſting of their great preter ments, let us rather 
LODIC te 


ory in our great afflictions and perſecutions for 
e ſake of Chriſt, St Paul now rejoices that he 
fered afflictions and perſecutions at Iconium 
d Lyſtra: out of all the Lord delivered him; 
of all the Lord will deliver us, and cauſe 
8 hereafter to fit down with him on thrones, 
* he comes to judge the twelve tribes of 
racl, | | 
could proceed, but J am conſcious in this 
rt of my ciſcourſe, l ought more particularly 
ſpeak to myſelf, knowing that Satan 1 de- 
ied 
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ing he 
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has 
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fired to have me, that he may ſiſt me as wheat, 
I know I muſt ( How can it be avoided ?) ſuffe 
great things for Chriſt's name ſake, Withau 
a ſpirit of prophecy, we may eaſily diſcern th 
ſigns of the times. Perſecution is even a: tht 
doors: The tabernacle of the Lord is already 
driven into the wilderneſs ; the ark of the Lord 
is fallen into the unhallowed hands of uncir. 
cumciſed Philiſtines. They have long fince put 
us out of their ſynagogues, and high prieſts hav 
been calling on civil magiſtrates to exert their 

authority againſt the diſciples of the Lord. Mer 
in power have been breathing out threatenings; 


hat \ 
iſerie 
bile 

cads 


we may eaſily gueſs what will follow, impriſon Hentin 
ment and flaughter, The ſtorm has been g to 
thering ſome time; it muſt break ſhortly, Pe. ed 


haps it will fall on me firſt. | 
Brethren, therefore, whether in the miniſtry 
or not, I beſeech you, pray for me, that I maj 
never ſuffer juitly, as an evil deer, but only tot 
righteouſnels ſake, Oh! pray that I may no 
deny my Lord in any wiſe, but that I may jo)- em, 
fully follow him, both to priſon and to death, i 
he is pleaſed to call me to ſeal his truths with in 
blood. Be not aſhamed of Chrift, or of bi 
goſpel, though I ſhould become a priſoner o 
the Lord, Though I am bound, the word o 
God will not be bound. No; an open, an at 
fectual door is opened for preaching the eve 
laſting goſpel, and men or devils ſhall never be 
able to prevail agaiaſt it. Only pray, that wie 
ther it be in life or death, Chriſt may be glo- 
rified in me: Then 1 ſhall rejoice, yea, and wil 
rejoice. | 
| And 
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And, now, to whom ſhall I addreſs myſelf 
ext? To thoſe © who perſecute their neigh- 
bours for living godly in Cirilt J-\us,” Bot, 
hat ſhall I fay to you ? Howl and weep for the 
ſeries that ſhall come upon you: For a little 
bile the Lord permits you to ride over the 
eads of his people; but by and by. death will 
creſt you, judgment will find you, and Jeſus 
hriſt ſhajl put a queſtion to you which will 
rike you dumb, © Why perſecuted you me!“ 
ou may plead your laws and your canons, and 
retend what you do is out of zeal for God, but 
od ſhall ciſcover the curied hypocriſy and ſer— 
nine enmity of your hearts, and give you o— 
er to the tormentots. It is well, if in this life, 
od does not ſet ſome mark upon you. He 
Iraded the cauſe of Naboth, when ig nocently 
ndemned for blaſpheming againſt God and 
e King. And our Lord ſent forth his armies 
d deltroyed the city of thoſe who killed the 
rophets, and ſtoned them that were ſent unto 
zem, If you have a mind theretore to fill up 
e meaſure of your iniquities, go on, perſecute 
d deſpiſe the diſciples of the Lori, But 
ow that © for all theſe things, God ſhall bring 
du to judgment.” Nay, thoſe you now perle- 
©, ſhall be in part your Judges, and fi Gn the 
Bat hand of the Majeſty on bigh, whilſt you 


F< dragged by inferaal ipirits into a lake that 


tneth with fire and brimſtone, and the ſinoke 
your torrnent ſhall be atcending up for ever 
d ever. Lay down, therefore, ye rebels, your 
ins againſt the moſt high God, and no longer 
rlecute thoſe who live godly in Chriit Jeſus, 
ne Lord will plead, the Lord will W 

their 
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their cauſe. You may be permitted to bro 
their heels, yet in the end they ſhall bruiſe you 
accurſed heads, I ſpeak not this as though] 
were afraid of you; for I know in whom I hay 
believed. Only out of pure love I warn ya 
and becauſe I know not but Jeſus Chriſt my 
make ſome of you veſſels of mercy, and ſnate 
you, even you perſecutors, as fire brands out d 
the fire. Jeſus Chriſt came into the world 
ſave ſinners, even perſecutors, the worit of ſi 
ners; his righteouſneſs is ſufficient for them; hi 
Spirit able to puwiify and change their hearts : | 
once converted Saul. May the ſame God mag 
nify his power, in converting all thoſe who art 
cauſing the godly in Chriſt Jeſus, as much as i 
them lies, to ſuffer perſecution, The Lord bt 
with you all, Amen, 
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SERMON IV. 


GEN. xxii. 12. 


ND HE SAID, LAY NOT THINE HAND UPON THE 
LAD, NEITHER DO THOU ANY THING UNTO HIM 
FOR NOW I KNOW THAT THOU FEAREST GOD, 
SEEING THOU HAST NOT WITH-HELD THY SON, 
THINE ONLY SON FROM ME. | 


HE great St Paul, in one of his epiſtles, in- 
forms us, that “ whatfover was written 
Moretime was written for our learning, that we 
hrough patience and comfort of the holy ſcrip- 
ure might have hope.” And as without faith it 
$ impoſſible to plcaſe God, or be accepted in 
elus, the Son of his love, we may be affured, 
hat whatever inſtances of a more than common 
aich are recorded in the book of God, they 
ere more immediately deſigned by the Holy 
Pplrit for the learning and imitation of us, upon 
hom the ends of the world are come. For this 
eaſon the author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
a the 11th chapter, mentions ſuch a noble ca- 
logue of Old Teſtament ſaints and martyrs, 
8085 1 « who 


SER 
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* who ſubdued kingdoms, wrought righteoul, 
neſs, ſtopped the mouth of lions, &c. and ar 
gone before us to inherit the promiſes,” A ſuf. 
ficient confutation, I think, of their error, who 
lightly eſteem the Old Teſtament ſaints, and 
would not have them mentioned to Chriſtians, 
as perſons whoſe faith and patience we are cal. 
led upon more immediately to follow, If this 
was true, the apoſtle would never have produ- 
ced ſuch a cloud of witnefles out of the Old 
Teſtament, to excite the Chriſtians of the firſt, 
and conſequently pureſt age of the church, to 
continue ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in the pro- 
feſſion of their faith. Amidit this catalogue of 
ſaints, methinks the parriarch Abraham thine 
the brigheſt, and differs from the otheis, as one 
ſtar differeth from another ſtar in glory. For 
he ſhone with ſuch diſtinguiſhed luſtre, that he 
was called the © friend of God, the father of the 
faithful ;” and thoſe who believe on Chtiſt, ate 
faid to be ſons and daughters of, and to be ble 
fed with faithful Abraham. Many trials of his 
faith did God lend this great and good man, al 
ter he had commanded him to get out from his 
country, and from his kindred, unto a Jand 
which he ſkould ſhew him. But his laſt was the 
molt ſevere of all; I mean that of offering up his 
only ſon, This, by the divine aſſiſtance, I pro- 
poſe to make the ſubject of your preſent imedits- 
tion, and; by way ot concluſion, to draw fume 
practical inferences from the obſervations thil 
God ſhall enable me to draw from this inſtruc: 
tive ſtory, | 

Ihe ſacred penman begins the narrative thus: 
ver. 1.“ And it came to paſs after theſe thang 
| | 1 
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od did tempt Abraham After theſe things,” 
hat is, after he had underwent many ſevere 
jals before, after he was old, full of days, and 


1. I. 


eoul. 


d are 
X ſul. 


„ whoſWaight flatter himſelf perhaps that the troubles 
„ and ad trials of life were now finiſhed : „“ After 
tians theſe things God did tempt Abraham,” Chriſ- 
e cab ians, you know not what trials you may meet 
f this With, before you die: notwithſtanding you may 


rodu- 
» Old 
- farlt, 


ave ſuffered, and been tried much already, yer, 
may be, a greater meaſure is ſtill behind, which. 
you are to fill up. Be not high minded, but 


ch, to ear.“ Our laſt trials, in all probability, will be 

pr0-he greateſt; and we can never lay our warfare 
zue offs accompliſhed, or our trials fiatſhed, till we 
(hines ow down our heads, and give up the ghoſt. 


1S ONE 


And it came to paſs, after theſz things, that 
For 


od did tempt Abrahan.” 


at he © God did tempt Abraham,” But can the 
of the{Wcripture! contradict itſelf? Does not St James 
t, ate Hell us © that God tempts no man?” And God 


biel ſors tempt no man to evil, or on purpoſe to draw 


of his Hum into ſin. For when a man is thus tempted, 
n, a- Ne is drawn away of his own heart's luſt, and 
m his Henticed. But in another ſenſe God may be ſaid 

lande tempt ; I mean, to try his ſervants, and in this- 
as the Wenſe we are to underſtand that paſſage of Sc 
up hö latchew, where we are told, that “ Jeſus was 
pro- ed by the Spirit (the good Spirit) into the wil- 
cdita-·eraeſs, to be tempted of the devil.“ And our 


ſome 
that 
ſtruc⸗ 


Lord in that excellent form of prayer which he 
as been pleaſed to preſcribe us, does not re- 
quire us to pray, that we may not abſolutely be 
ed into temptation, but dehvcred. from the evil 
Fits » Whercby we may plainly iafer, that God 
ces it fig ſoinetimes; to lead us into temptation, 
Oil I 2 that 


thus: 
gings 
God 
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that is, to bring us into ſuch circumſtances, 2 

will try your faith, and other Chriſtian graces, 

In this ſenſe we are to underſtand the exprel- 

as before us; God did tempt or try Abra- 
am,” 

How God was pleaſed to reveal his will at 
this time to his faithful ſervant, whether by the 
Shechinab, or divine appearance, or by a ſmal| 
ſtill voice, as he ſpoke to Elijab, or by a whiſper, 
like that of the Spirit to Philip, when he com- 
manded him to join himſelf to the Eunuch's cha- 
riot, we are not told, nor is it material to inquire, 
It is enough that we are informed God ſaid unto 
him, Abraham ; and that Abraham knew it was 
the voice of God, for * he ſaid, Behold, hee | 
am,” Oh! what a holy familiarity (if 1 may ſo 
ſpeak) is there between God and thoſe holy ſouls if 
that are united to him by faith in Chriſt Jeſus! 
God, ſays Abraham, and. Abraham ſaid, (it 
ſhould ſeem without the leaſt ſurpriſe), © Behold, 
here I am,” Being reconciled to God by the 
death and obedience of Chriſt, which he rejol- 
ced in, and ſaw by faith afar off, He did not, 
like guilty Adam, ſeek the trecs of the garden 
to hide hide himſelf from, but takes pleaſure in 
converſing with God, and talketh with him, a 
a man talketh with his friend, Oh! that chriſt- 
leſs ſinners Knew what it is to have fellowſhip 
with the Father and the Son! They would env} 
the happineſs of ſaints, and count it all joy to 
be termed enthuſiaſts, and fools for Chrilt's 
fake. | | 

But what does God ſay to Abraham? Ver. 2: 
© Take now thy ſon, thine only ſon Iſaac, whom 


thou loveſt, and get thee into the land of Moriah 
| | | an 
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and offer him there for a burnt- offering upon 
one of the mountains which I ſhall tell thee of.” 

Every word deſerves our particular obſerva— 
tion. Whatever he was to do, he mult do it 
now, immediately, without conſerring with fleſh 
and blood, But what muſt he do? © Take now 
thy Son.” Had God ſaid, take now a firſtling, 
or choiceſt lamb or beaſt of thy flock, and offer 
it up for a burnt offering, it would not have ap- 
peared {9 ghaſtly; but for God to ſay, ** Take 


now thy ſon, and offer him up for a burnt-offer- 


»» 


ing,“ one would have imagined was enough to 
ſtagger the ſtrongeſt faith. But this is not all; 
it muſt not only be a ſon, but © thine only ſon 
Ifaac, whom thou loveſt.” If it muſt be a ſon 
and not a beaſt that mult be offered, why will 


not Iſhmael do, the ſon of the bond woman? 
No; it muſt be his only ſon, the heir of all things, 


his Iſaac, by interpretation. laughter, the fon of 


his old age, in whom his ſoul deligated, © whom. 
tou loveſt,“ ſays God, in whoſe life his own 
was wrapped up. And this fon, this only fon, 
this Iſaac, the ſon of his love, muſt be taken 
now, even now, without delay, and be offered 


up by his own father, for a burat-offering, upon 


tell him. | 
Well might the apoſtle, ſpeaking of this man 


of God, ſay, that ** againlt hope he believed in 
hope, and being firong in faith, gave glory to 
For had he not been blefled with faith, 


God.“ 
which man never before had, he mutt have re- 


prove that ſuch a command could never come 
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* 
— — r 


one of the mountains of the which God would 


fuled to comply with this ſevere command: For 
bow many arguments might nature ſuggeſt to 
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from God? or to excuſe himſelf from obeying 
it.“ What! might the good man have 1aid, 
© butcher my own child! it is contrary to the 
% very Jaw of nature; much more to butcher 
© my dear fon aac, in whoſe ſeed God himſelf 
« has afſured me that all the families of the 
* earth ſhall be bleſſed. But ſuppoſing I could 
e give up my own affections, and be willing to 
© part with him, though 1 love him fo dearly, 
« yet, if I murder him, what will become of 
& God's promiſe? Beſides, I am now like a city 
& built upon a hill; I ſhine as a light in the 
* world, in midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
„ generation, How then ſhall I cauſe: God's 
© name to be blaſphemed, how ſhall I become 
« a by-word among the heathen, if they heat 
© that I have committed a crime which they 
e abhor? But, above all, what will Sarah my 
« wife ſay? How can I ever return to her again, 
« after | have imbrued my hands in my dear 
«'ct1}''s blood? Oh! that God would pardon 
© me in this thing, or take my life in the place of 
„ my ſon's!” Thus, 1 fay, Abraham might bave 
argued, and that too ſecmingly with great rea- 
ſon, againſt complying with the divine com- 
mard. But as before by faith he conſidered 
not the deacneſs of Sarah's womb, when ſhe 
was paſt age, but believed on him who faid, 
« Sarah thy wife ſhall bear thee a ſon indeed; 
ſo now being convinced that the ſame God 
ſpoke to and commanded him to offer up that 
ſon, and knowing that God was able to rail 
him from the dead, without delay he obeys the 
heavenly call, ol 


erm. 
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ing Oh! that unbelievers would learn of faithful 
laid, Abraham, and believe whatever is revealed from 
) the Pod, though they cannot fully comprehend it. 
tcher Mbraham knew God commanded him to offer 


mſelf Wop his ſon, and therefore believed, notwithſtand- 
* the Ing carnal reaſoning might ſuggeſt many objec- 
-ould Mions. We have ſufficient teſtimony, that God 
18 to Nas ſpoken to us by his Son, why ſhould we not 
early, Wiſo believe, though many things in the New 


Teſtament are above our reaſon? For where rea- 
on ends, faich begins: And however infidels 
ay ſtyle themſelves reaſoners, of all men they 
re the moſt unreaſonable: For is it not contrary 
o all reaſon, to meaſure an infinite by a finite 
nderſtanding, or think to find out the myſteries 


ne of 
city 
1 the 
verſe 
70d's 
come 


heat It godlineſs to perfection: | | 
they But to return to the patriarch Abraham: We 
1 my {Wbſerved before what plauſible objections he 
gain, Might have made; but he anſwered not a ſingle 


dear Word, No; without reply againſt his Maker, 
rdon Ie are told, ver. 3. that © Abraham roſe up 
ce of early in the morning, and ſaddled his aſs, and 
have ook two of his young men with him, and Iſaac 


is fon, and clave the wood for the burnt-offer- 
ng, and roſe up and went unto the place of 
which God had told him.“ 


rea- 
o m- 
lered 


; the From this verſe we may gather, that God 
ſaid, poke to Abraham in a dream, or viſion of the 
ed ;” Night. For it is ſaid, he“ roſe up early.“ Per- 


God 
that 
raile 
s the 


Oh 


Laps it was near the fourth watch of the night, 
ult before break of day, when God ſaid, © Take 
Wow thy ſon.” And Abraham riſes up early to 
lo ſo: as I doubt not but he uſed to riſe early 
o offer up his morning facrifice of praiſe and 
lankſgiving. It is often remarked of people in 


the 
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the Old Teſtament, that they roſe early in tie 
morning, and particularly of our Lord in th 
New, that he roſe a great while before day u 
pray, The morning befriends devotion, and ii 
people cannot uſe ſo much ſelf-denial as to til 
early to pray, I know not how they will bl 
able to die at a ſtake (if called to it) for Jeſu 
Chriſt. 
The humility, as well as piety of the pati 
arch, is obſervable. He ſaddled his own als 
| (for great men ſhould be humble ;) and to ſhes 
his ſincerity, though he took two of his youny 
men with him, and Iſaac his ſon, yet he keep 
his deſign as a ſecret from them all. Nay, i 
does not fo much as tell Sarah his wife: for he 
knew not but ſhe might be a ſnare unto him 
this affair ; and, as Rebeccah afterwards, on ano 
ther occaſion, adviſed Jacob to flee, ſo ſhe ali 
might perſuade Haac to hide himſelf, Or ti 
young men, had they known of it, might hav 
forced him away, as in after ages the ſoldienf* 
reſcued Jonathan out of the hand of Saul. Bull 
Abrahan ſought no ſuch evaſion, and therefore, 
like an Iſraelite indeed, in whom there was 0 
= he himſelf reſolutely ** clave the wool 
or the burnt- offering, roſe up and went unt 
the place of which God had told him.” Int 
ſecond verſe God commanded him to offer vp bi 
ſon upon one of the mountians which he woul 
tell him of. He commanded him to offer hi 
ſon up, but would not then directly tell him tit 
place where: This was to keep him dependa!l 
and watching unto prayer; for there is nuthin} 
like being kept waiting upon God, and if ve 
do, aſſuredly God will reveal himſelf unto us je 
IT furthe 
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rther in his own time. Let us practiſe what 
e know, follow providence ſo far as we can ſee 


n. IV. 


in tie 


in the 

day ready, and what we know not what we ſee 
and Wot as yet, let us only be found in the wayfof 
to riiWuty, and the Lord will reveal even that unto 
vill bg. Abraham here knew not directly where he 
c TeſufW$'as to offer up his ſon 3 but he riſes up and ſets 


rward, and behold now God ſhews him, “ and 
pate went to the place of which God had told 
n ah im.“ Let us go and do likewiſe. 


o ſnei Ver. 4. Then on the third day Abraham 
younfW/ted-up his eyes and ſaw the place afar off.“ 
keen So that the place of which God had told him, 
ay, as no leſs than three days journey diſtant from 
for He place where God firſt appeared to him, and 


ommanded him to take his Son. Was not this 
try his faith, and to let him ſee that what he 
id was not merely from a ſudden pang of de- 


him | 
n ano 
1e all 
Or tl 
t haue 
oldien 
„ Bu 
re fott, 
was 0 

wool 


ut who can tell what the aged patriarch felt 
uring theſe three days? Strong as he was in 
th, I am perſuaded his bowels often yearned. 
ver his dear ſon Iſaac. Methinks 1 lee the 
ood old man walking with his dear child in his 
and, and now and then looking upon him, love 
g him, and then turning aſide to weep; and 


t unt 

In caps lometimes he ſtays a little behind to 
vp hut out his heart before God, for he had no 
wood ortal to tell his caſe to, Then methinks 1 ſee 


m join his ſon and ſervants again, and talking 


Fer hi 
them of the things partaking to the kingdom 


im tit 
edu God, as they walked by the way. At length 
Ittigen the third day he lift up his eyes, and law 


if ue 
us yes 


t lincerely reſolved to do whatſoever the Lord 
mas HE 


. required 


otion, but a matter of choice and deliberation? 


le place afar off.” And to ſhew that he was 
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| is early piety! How amiable. to hear young 
2ople aſk queſtions about ſacrificing to God in 
d acceptable way! Iſaac knew very well that 


of the lab was wanting, and that a lamb was neceſ- 
- abr for a proper ſacrifice. “ Behold the fire 
rr ſhipWod the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt- 
kcientWffering ??” Young men and maidens learn of 


them. 

rip Hitherto it is plain Iſaac, knew nothing of 

as go- Nis father's deſign. But | believe, by what his 

har he ther ſaid in anſwer to his queſtion, that now 
think{Was the time Abraham revealed it unto him, 

dead Ver. 8. And Abraham ſaid, My fon, God 

1d un ill provide himſelf a lamb for a burnt-oltering,” 
he Wome think Abraham by faith ſaw the Lord Je- 


t, and 
of th 


is ſon, 
Kniſe, 
Little 


s atar off, and here ſpake prophetically ot that 
mb of God already lain in decree, aud here- 
ter to be actually offered up for ſinners, This 
as a lamb of God's providing himſelf indeed 
ve dared not have thought of it) to ſatisfy his 
wn juſtice, and to render him juſt in juſtifying: 


upon'< ungodly, What is all our fire and wood, 
on bote belt preparation and performances we can 
dent ake or preſent, unleſs God had provided him- 
hound this Lamb for a burnt-offering ? He could 


ance) t away with them, The words will well bear 
d, Mis interpretation. But whatever Abraham 
4 ho ieht intend, 1 cannot but think he here made 
An application, and acquainted his ſon of God's 
(as a liag with bis foul, and at length, with tears 
ct bu his eyes, and the utmoſt affection in his heart, 
y ed out, Thou art to be the lamb, my ſon;“ 
„ 10d bas commanded me to provide thee for a 
where Priit-offering, and to offer thee upon the moun- 


in which we are now aſcending, And as it 
8 appears 


1 
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appears from a ſubſequent verſe, Iſaac con] bet 
ced that it was the divine will, made no ref t 
tance at all. For it is ſaid, „they went both m 
them together; and again, ver. 9. when we Meart 
told, that Abraham bound Iſaac, we do not he ve 
of his complaining, or endeavouring to eſcape, eſſe 
which he might have done, being (as ſonW22c; 
think) near thirty years of age, and it is plain", 
capable of carrying wood enough for a bur ne 
offering. But he was partaker of the like prend) 
cious faith with his aged father, and thereforW'igh 
is as willing to be offered, as Abraham is to e ſt 
fer him; and “ fo they went both of them to- * 

en 


gether,” 
Ver. 9. At length © they came to the plac 
of which God had told Abraham—He built a 
altar there, and laid the wood in order, and 
bound Iſaac his ſon, and laid him on the altaygain 
upon the wood,” 

And here let us pauſe a while, and by fait 
take a view of the place where the father has 
laid him. I doubt not but the bleſſed angel 
hovered round the altar, and ſang, ** Glory beto 
God in the higheſt,” for giving ſuch faith to man, 
Come all ye tender hearted parents, who knov 
what it is to look over a dying child. Vancy 
that you ſaw the altar here erected before you, 
and the wood laid in order, and the beloveC 
Ifaac bound upon it. Fancy that you ſaw tit 
aged parent ſtanding by weeping. (For wi) 
may we not ſuppoſe that Abraham wept, ſince 
Jeſus himſelf wept at the grave of Lazarus!) 
Oh! what pious, endearing expreſſions paſſed 
now alternately between the father and the ſon! 
Joſephus has a pathetic ſpeech made by each 
r whethel 

ec 
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oni bether genuine I know not. But methinks I 
rel e the tears trickle down the patriarch Abra- 
oth @am's cheeks, and out of the abundance of the 
ve carts he cries, Adieu, adieu, my ſon zt he Lord 
t heave thee to me, and the Lord calls thee away: 
ſcape eſſed be the name of the Lord, Adieu my 
ſomaac, my oaly fon, whom I love as my owa 
plain pul, adieu, adieu. Methinks I ſee Iſaac at the 
dur ae time meekly reſigning himſelf into his hea- 
e peenly father's hands, and praying to the moſt 
refonligh to ſtrengthen his earthly parent to ſtrike 
to oe ſtroke. But why do I attempt to delcrive 
m to. hat either ſon or father felt? It is impoſſible. 
Ve may indeed form ſome faint idea of, but 
plac all never fully comprehend it, till we come 
11lt uod fit down with them in the kingdom of hea— 
, anden, and hear them tell the pleaſing ſtory over 
> altaMWgain, Haſten, O Lord, that bleſſed time! O 
t thy kingdom come! 
fait And now, ver. 10. the fatal blow is going to 
er base given. And Abraham ſtretched forth his 
angel nd, and took the knife to flay his fon,” But 
y be ohe you not think he intended to turn away his 
» man. Mead when he gave the blow? Nay, why may 
knov]We not ſuppoſe he ſometimes drew his hand in 
Fan er it was ſtretched out, willing to take ano- 
e you cr laſt fare wel of his beloved itaac, and deſi- 
e loves to deter it a little, though rt ſolved at laſt to 
w theke home, be that as it will, His arm is now 
r wüſgeiched our, the knite is in his hand, and he is 
„ ſince out to put it to his dear ſon's throat. 
arus But ing, O heavens! and rejoice, O earth! 
paſſelhlan's extremity is God's opportunity: for be- 
e ſon ld, juſt as the knife, in all probability, was 
each his throat, Ver. 11. Tue angel of the 
hethet K | « Lord, 
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« Lord, or rather, the Lord of angels, ]: fu Nor 
« Chriſt the angel of the everlaſting covenant, M:itle 
e called unto him, probably in a very audible Nine 
* manner, from heaven, (his dwelling place), Rof t 
© and ſaid, Abraham, Abraham. (The word i; P 
« doubled to engage his attention, and perhaps ture 
ce the ſuddenneſs of the call made him draw vol 
back his banc, juſt as he was going to ſtrike Mor 
„ his ſon). And Abraham ſaid, Here am i.” [ 

And he ſaid, ver. 12. Lay not thine hand up- MWyee 
on the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him, Ine 
for now know I that thou feareſt God, ſeeing Myou 
thou haſt not with-keld thy lon, thine only fon Wham 
irom me.” Barc 

Here then it was that Abraham received his Hand 
lon Iſaac from the dead in a figure, He was in Nyou 
effect offered vpon the altar, and God looked WM jt 
 ypon-him as offered and given unto him. NH gi 
it was that Abraham's faith being tried, Was pech 
found more precious than gold purified 1-ven Mot tt 
times in the fire, Now as a reward of grace, 
though not of debt, for this ſignal act of obe- 
dience, by an oath, God cohfirtis the promiſe 
he made to him long before, © that in his feed 
all che nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed,“ 
ver. 17, and 18. 

Oh! with what comfort my we ſuppoſe the 
good old man and his ton went down from tn 
mount, and returned unto the young men, ver. 
19, With what joy may we imagine he went 
home, and related all that had peſſed to Sarah! 
Ard-above all, with what triumph is he exulling 
row in the paradiſe of God, and adoring, ric, 
free, diſtinguiſhing, ele ing, everlaſting love, 
which alone: made him to differ from the rel 
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of mankind, and rendered him worthy of that 
title, which he will have given him fo long as 
the ſun and the moon eaqureth, * The father 
of the faithful,” | 

But let us now draw our eyes from the crea- 
ture, and do what Abraham, if he was preſent, 
would direct to. I mean, fix them on the Crea- 
tor, God blefled for evermore. 

I ſee your hearts affected, | ſee your eyes 
weep: (and inde=:d who can refrain weeping at 
the relation of ſuch a ſtory ?) But, behold, | ſhew 
you a myſtery, hid under the facrifice of Abra- 
ham's only fon, which, unleſs your hearts are 


Fhardened, muſt cauſe you ro weep tears of love, 


and that plentifully too. 1 would willingly hope 


'as in Nyou even prevent me here, and are ready to ſay, 
ow I* It is the love of God, in giving Jeſus Chriſt to 
W 


te die for our ſins: yes, that is it.“ And yet 


vas perhaps you find your hearts at the mentioning 
even ot this, not ſo much affected. Let this con- 
race, vince you, that we are all fallen creatures, an! 
oVe- that we do not love God or Chrilt as. we ought 
miſe to do, For if you admire Abraham offering 
led up his Iſaac, how much more ought you to ex- 
led, iol, magaify, and adore the love of God, who 

ſo loved the world, as to give his only begotten 
ſe the on Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, © that whoſo-ver be- 
n the Niereth on him, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
„vel. aſting life?” May we not well cry out, Now 
Went Know we, O Lord, that thou halt loved us, ſince 
arab! nou haſt not with-held thy Son, thine only Son 
ulligg rom us? Abraham was God's creature, and 
od was Abraham's friend, and therefore under 
love, he higheſt obligation to furrender up his liaac. 
e * zut oh, ſtupendous love! -whiltt we were his 
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enemies, God ſent forth his Son made of a ont 
man, made under the law, that he might be ſed 

come a curſe for us. Oh! the freeneſs, as ve bur 
as the infiniteneſs of the love of God our F han, 
ther! it is unſearchable; J am loſt in contend of a 
Plating it ; it is paſt finding out, Think, O be thor 
lievers, think of the love of God, in giving Je ſtre: 
ſus Chriſt to be a propitiation for our ſins, An how 
when you hear how Abraham built an alt bow 
and laid the wood in order, and bound Iſaac b Iſaxt 


lon, and laid him upon the altar upon the wood A r. 
Think how your heavenly father bound Jelu has | 
Chriſt his only Son, and offered him upon % die, 
altar of his juſtice, and laid upon him the ini; bim! 


quities of us all. When you read of Abraham in ti 
ſtretching forth his hand to flay his ſon: Think 
O think, how God aCtually ſuffered his Son to 
be ſlain, that we might live for evermore. Dt 
you read of Iſaac carrying the wood upon ti 
ſhoulders, upon which he was to be offered! 
Let this lead you to mount Calvary, (this ve 
mount of Moriah where Iſaac was offered, 
ſome think), and take a view of the antytipe 
Jeſus Chriſt, that Son of God's love, bearing 
and ready to fink under the weight of that cro 
on which he was to hang for us. Do you ad 


mire llaac ſo freely conſenting to die, though min 
creature, and therefore obliged to go when Collouls 
called? Oh! do not forget to admire 1nfinitc)]F ne ft 
more the dear Lord Jeſus, that promiſed (cc\gcour 
who willingly ſaid, Lo 1 come (though und Fr 
no obligation ſo to do) to do thy will, to vo*Mtrue, 
and die for men, O God,” Did you weep jugend 
now, when I bid you fancy you ſaw the alc*ackn 
and the wood laid in order, and Iſaac laid bov"aid 
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on the altar? Look up faith, behold the bleſ- 
ſed Jetus, our all-4Jori us Imanual, not bound, 
bur nailed on an accuiſed tree, See how he 
hangs crowned with thorns, and had in derifton 
of ail that are round about him: See how the 
thorns pierce him, and how the blood in purple 
ſtreams crickle down his ſacred temples! Hark 
how the God of nature grons! Ste how he 
bows is head, and ar length gives up the ghoſt ! 
Ifaac is ſaved, bur Jeſvs, the God of Iſaac, dies. 
A ram is offered up in Iſaac's room, but Jeſus 
has no ſuoſtitute. Jeſus muſt bleed, Jeſus mult 
die, God the Father pfovided this Lamb for 
himſelf from all erernity, He muſt be offered 


han in time, or man muſt be damned for evermore, 
Thin And now, where are your tears? Shall 1 ſay, 
on ti refrain your voice from weeping ? No; rather 
Di let me exhort you to look to him whom you have 


on b 
tered! 
is vel 
ed, a 
1tycipe 
caring 
t Cro 
ou ad 
ough! 


pierced, and mourn as a woman mourneth for 
her firſt-born ; for we have been the betrayers, 
we have been the murderers of this Lord of 
glory. And ſhall we not bewail thoſe ſiny,. 
which brought the bleſſed Jeſus to the accurſed 
tree? Having ſo much done, fo much ſuffered 
for us, ſo much forgiven, ſhall we not love much? 
On! let us love him with all our hearts, and 
minds, and ftrength, and glorify him in our 


n Colffouls and bodies, tor they are his. Which leads. 
fine me to a ſecond inference from the foregoing dit-- 
{ (ce\WMcourſe, 

unde From hence we may learn the nature. of a 


Obe 
ep jul 
> altat 


bouls 
0l 


true, juſtifying taich, Whoever underſtands 
and preaches the truth, as it is in Jeſus, muſt. 
Kknowledge, that ſalvation is God's free gift, 
aid that we are ſaved not by any, or all the. 

| | K 3 Works. 
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works of righteouſneſs which we have done 
can do, No, we can neither wholly or in par 
Juſtify ourſelves in the fight of God, The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is our righteouſneſs, and if we are 
accepted with God, it mult be only in and thru 
the perſonal righteouſneſs, the active and pal. 
ſive obedience of Jeſus Chriſt his beloved Son, 
This righteouſneſs muſt be imputed or counted 
over to us, and applied by faith to our hearts 
or elſe we can in no wiſe be juſtified in God) 
fight, And that very moment a ſinner is en; 
bled to lay hold on Chriſt's righteouſneſs b 
faith, he is freely juſtified from all his ſins, an 
ſhall never enter into condemnation, notwith 
ſtanding he was a firebrand of hell before, Thu 
it was that Abraham was juſtified before he did 
any gocd work: he was enabled to believe of 
the Lord Chriſt: it was accounted to him fo 
righteouſneſs, that is, Chriſt's righteouſneſs v 
made over to him, and fo accounted his. This 
this, is goſpel, this is the only way of findiny 
acceptance with God. Good works have 10 
thing to do with our juſtification in his fight 
We are jultified by faith alone, as faith the at 
ticle of our church. Agreeable to which 3 
Paul ſays, “By grace ye are ſaved throug 
faith; and that not of yourſelves, it is the 8 

of God,” Notwithſtanding good works ha 
their proper place; they juſtiſy our faith, thoug 
not our perſons; they follow it, and eviden6 
our juſtification in the ſight of men. Hence 
is that St James aſks, was not Abraham juſtiſi 
by works? (alluding no doubt to the ttury 0 
which we have been diſcourſing) that is, did "if 


not piove he was in a jultified tate, , . 
f «ja all 
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one oi faith was productive of good works? This de- 
n pan clarative juſtification in the fight of men, is what 
Lords directly to be underſtood in the words of the 
we are text. Now know I,” ſays God, * that thou 
1 throMWfeareſt me, ſince thou haſt not with-held thy ſon, 
d palWthine only fon from me.” Not but that God 
4 Son. Wknew it before; but this is ſpoken in condeſcen- 
ountedMſion to our weak capacities, and plainly ſhews, 
heartyMthac his offering up his ſon was accepted with 

God God, as an evidence of the ſincerity of his faith, 
is ene and for this was left on record to future ages. 
eſs U Hence then you may learn whether you are bleſ- 
is, an(Wed with, and are ſons and daughters of faithful 
>twith Abraham. You ſay you believe; you talk of 
, ThuWree grace and free juſtification: You do well; 


he dilfWhe devils alſo believe and tremble, But has 
ve oi our faith, which you pretend to influenced your 
nim fofW{earrs, renewed your ſouls, and like Abraham's 
eſs worked by love? Are your affections, like his, 


Thier on things above? Are you heavenly minded, 
findingWnd like him confeſs yourſelves ſtrangers and 
ve noOilgrims on the earth? In ſhort, has your faith 
; ſight{Wnabled you to give up your Iſaacs, your laugh- 


the al 
hich 9 


er, your beloved luſts, friends, pleaſures, and 
profits for God? If fo, take the comfort of it, for 


hrougMWpltly may you ſay, © We know aſſuredly, that 
the g we do fear and love God, or rather are loved 
cs ba of him,” But if you are only talking con- 


thoug 
vidend 
Icnce! 


nters, and have only a faith of the head, and 
ever ſelt the power of it in your hearts, how- 
ver you may bolſter yourſelves up, and ſay, 


juſtiſc we have Abraham for our father, or Chrift is 
itory is our Saviour,” unleſs you get a faith of the 
„ did Meart, a faith working by love, you ſhall never 
auſe i far 


fall 


116 Abraham's offering up, &c. Serm. f 


fit with Abraham, Iſaac, Jacob, Jeſus Cariſt | 
the kingdom of heaven. 
Bur | muſt draw one more inference, ar 
with that I conclu le. 
Learn, © ſaints! from what has been ſaid, 
fit 1-ofe ro alf your worldly comforts, and tu 
ready prepared to part with every thing, * 
God ſhall require it at your hand Some c 
perhaps may have friends, which are to 705 
your own ſouls, and others may have c lden 
in whoſe lives your own lives are bound up, A 
I believe have their Iſaacs, their particular d 
lights of ſome kind or ott.er. Labour for Chill 
ſake, labour, ye ſons and d.ughrers of —_— 
to reſign, ti.em daily in affection to G d, 
when he ſhall require you really co ſact ifice ek 
you may not confer with fleſh and blood, n 
more than the blefled patriarch now bet: re u 
And as for you that have been in any mealur 
tried like unto him, let his example encourag 
and comfort you, Remember Abraham your f. 
ther was tried fo before you, Think, oh tizink 
of the happineſs he now enjoys, and and how ii 
Is ar- thanking God for tempting and iT 
him when here below. Look up often 
the eye of faith, and ſte him fitting wich his den 
ly beloved lac in the world ok ſpirits. K 
member it will be but a little while and you ſh 
fit with them allo, and tell one another e 
God has done for your ſouls. There 1 hope 
fit with you and hear this ſtory of his offer 
vp his ſon from his own mouth, and to pral 
the Lamb that ficteth upon the throne, for wi 


he hath done for all our ſouls, for ever 
ever, f 
SE 
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UT SAUL INCREASED THE MORE IN STRENGTH, 
AND CONFOUNDED THE JEWS WHICH DWELT 
AT DAMASCUS, PROVING THAT THIS Is VERY 
CHRIST. 


1ealufſW{] T is an undoubted truth, however it may 
Ourag ſeem a paradox to natural men, that © who- 
our Hever will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuf- 
thin her perſecution.” And therefore it is very te- 
ow arkable. that our bleſſed Lord, in his glorious 
nd uſßermon on the Mount, after he had been pro- 
ren Wouncing thoſe bleſſed who were poor in ſpirit, 
s dearfſWneek, pure in heart, and ſuch like, immediately 
. dds, (and ſpends no leſs than three verſes in 
2u ſhalWiis beatitude), ** Blefſed are they which are 
r A erſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake.” For no one 
:0pe er was, or ever will be endowed with the fore- 
\fcriWOentioned graces in any degree, but he will at 
pride ſame time be perſecuted for it in a like mea- 
r whe. There is an irreconcileable enmity be- 


ween the ſeed of the woman and the feed of 
Wc lerpent, And if we are not of the world, 
| bur 
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but ſhew by our fruits, that we are in the nun 
ber of thoſe which Jeſus Chriſt has choſen oy 
of the world, for that very reaſon the world ui e 
hate us. As this is true of every particu ter! 
Chriſtian, fo it is true of every Chriftian chu: e 
in general, For ſome years paſt we have by The 
little of a public perſecution, Why? Becau the 
little of the power of godlineſs has prevailed pe 
mongſt ail denominations whatſoever, Tn 
ſtrong man armed has had full poſſeſſion of mo | ſay 
profeſſors hearts, and therefore he has let tie: r ſee 
reſt in a falſe peace, But we may aſſure ou: s ch 
ſelves, when Jeſus Chriſt begins to gather in H te. 
elect in any remarkable manner, and opens at 
effe ctual door for preaching the everlaſting gol 


pel, perlecution will flame out, and Satan angst 
bis emiſſaries will do their utmoſt (though all iethe 
vain) to ſtop the work of God. Thus it was s tl 
the firſt ages, thus it is in our days, and thus“ A. 
will de till time ſhall be no more. at he 
Chriſtians and Chriſtian churches muſt the 
expect enemies. Our chief concern ſhould . vi 
to l-arn how to behave towards them in a Cre 
tian manner. For, unleſs we take good et ; ws 
bole r 


to ourk Ives, we ſhall imbitter our Spirits, al 
act unbecoining the followers of that Lor 
„ho, when he was reviled, reviled not age 
when he ſuffered, threatened not, and as a lun 
before his ſhearers is dumb, ſo opened 10 
his mouth.” But what motive ſhall we make 
ule ot to bring ourtelves: to this bleſſed Lamb: 
like temper? Next to the 1m-ne-ttate operatiil 
of the Holy Sptrit upon our hearts, I know 0 
no Contiveration more conducive to teach v 
long-luftcring towards our molt bitter peric 
Js tors 
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rs, than this, viz. © that, for all as we know to 
the contrary, ſame of thoſe very perſons, who 
are now periecuting, may be choſen from all 
eternity by God, and hereafter called in time 
to edify and build up the church of Chriſt.“ 
The perſecutor Saul mentioned in the words 
eau che text, (and whoſe converſion God willing, 
ed ropoſe to treat on in the following diſcourſe), 
TM 2 noble inftance of this kind. 
I ſay a peiſecutor, and chat a bloody one; 
then fee how he is introduced in the firit verſe of 
Guts chapter: And Saul yet breathing out 
in eatenings and flaugtiters againſt the diſciples 
ng our Lord, went unto the high pricſt, ver. 2. 
7 gol d deſired of him letters to Damascus to the 
n zuPagogues, that if he found any of this way, 
all ihether they were men or women, he might 
was Ming them bound to Jeruſalem. 
thus“ And Saul yet breathing out— This implies 
at he had been a perſecutor before. To prove 
k chellet, we need only look back to the 7th chap- 
114 bW where we ſhall find him fo very remarkably 
Carre at Stephen's death, that the“ witneſſes 
1 .co{W4 down their cloaths at a young man's feet, 
„ anc vame was Saul.“ He tcems, tho' young, 
Len be in ſome atithurity, Perhaps for his zeal 
ag 0 ainſt the Chriſtians he was preferred in the 
2 lam urch, and was allowed to fit in the great coun- 
-d or ſanhedrim. For we are told, chap. viii. 
me 1. ff Vac. Saul was conſenting unto his 
amb; and again, at ver, 3. he is brought in 
ratio ec lling all in his oppoſition z for thus ipeaks 
now oF evangeliſt: “ As for Saul, he made havoc. 
ach he church, entering into every houſ:, and 
erſecuag men and women, committed them to pri- 
tor) 18 ſon,” 
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ſon.” One would have imagined, that this 
ſhould have ſatisfied, at leaſt abated the fury of 
this young zealot. No; being exceedingly mad 
againſt them, as he himſelf informs Agrippa, 
and having made havoc of all in Jeruſalem, he 
now is reſolved to perſecute the diſciples of the 
Lord, even to ſtrange cities, And therefore 
yet breathing out threatening ; breathing out— 
The words are very emphatical, and exprefſlive 
of his bitter enmity, It was as natural to him 
now to threaten the Chriſtians, as it was for him 
to breathe, He could ſcarce ſpeak, but it wa 
ſome threatenings againſt them. Nay, he not 
only breathed out threatenings, but flaughters 
alſo : (for thoſe who threaten, would alſo flaugh- 
ter, if it were in their power :) and agaiaſ 
whom does he breathe out theſe threatenings! 
Againſt the diſciples of the Lord. laſatiable 
therefore as hell, finding he could not contute 
or ſtop the Chriſtians by force of argument, he 
is reſolved to do it by force and arms; and 
therefore went to the high prieſt (for there never 
was a perſecution yet, without a high prielt a 
the head of it) and deſired of him letters, iſſued 
out of his ſpiritual court, to the ſynagogues 0 
eceleſiaſtical courts at Damaſcus, giving hin 
authority, © that if he found any of this wa,. 
whether they were men or women, he might 
bring them bound unto Jeruſalem;“ 1 ſuppolt 
to be arraigned and condemned in the hig 
prieſts court there, Obſerve how he ſpeaks d 
the Chriſtians. St Luke, who wrote the AG 
calls them © diſciples of the Lord,“ and Sau 
ſtyles them © men and women of this way.” | 
doubt not but he repreſented them as a . 
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hereſy, and waited with impatience for Saul's 
return, 

But ** he that fitreth in heaven laughs them to 
ſcorn, the Lord has them in derifion,” And 
therefore, ver, 3. As © Szul journeyed, and 
came even near unto Damaſcus,” perhaps to the 
veiy gates, (cur Lord permiiting this o try the 
faith of his diſciples, and mere cenſpicuc uſly to 
b:file the deſigns of his enemies), “ ſuddenly (at 
mid-day, as he acquaints Agrippa) there ſhined 
round about him a light from heaven.“ A light 
brighter than the ſun.” „And he fell to the 
= (and why not into hell?) and heard a 
voice ſaying unto him, Saul, Saul, why perſe- 
cuteſt thou we?” The word 1s doubled, & Sau), 
Saul,“ like that of our Lord to Martha; Mat- 
tha, Maths,” or the prophet, 0 earth, eaith, 

earth 1” Perhaps theſe words came Ike thunder 
to his ſcul. That they were ſpoken audibly 
we are oſſured from ver, 7. His companicns 
heard the voice, Our Lord now arreſts th 
perſecuting zealct, calls him by name, “ Saul 
Saul,“ fer the word never does us good till wt 
find it ſpoken to us in particular, 0 Why per 
ſe cuteſt thou me?; Pur the emphaſis upon iht 
word why, what «vil have 1 dont? Pur it up 
tt.e word perſecute it, why perſecureſt ? | opa 
Saul thought he wes rot peiſccutinę, no, he wi 
only putting the laws of the eccleliaſtical cou 
into execution. Put Jeſus, whole eyes are 4s“ 
flame ef fire, ſaw through the Hypocriſy of i 
heait, that, notwithſtanding |is f, ectous priet 
cts, all this preceeded frum a perſecuting ri 
and ſecret enmity of heart againſt God, and 
therefore ſays, © Wly peiſecuteſt thou me! 
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Serm. V. Saul 's Converſion, 123 


Put the emphaſis upon the word me, Why 
perſecuteſt thou me?“ Alas! Saul was not per- 
ſecuting Chriſt, was he? He was only taking 
care to prevent innovatioas in the church, and 


bringing a company of en:thuſtilts to jaltice, 
who otherwiſe would overturn tie eſtabliſhed 
| conſtitution, 


But Jeſus ſiys, © Why perſecuteſt 
thou me?“ For what is done to Chriſt's diſciples, 
he takes as done to himſelf, whether it be goo 1, 
or whether it be evil. He that touches Chriſt's 


(diſciples touches the apple of his eye, And they 


that perſecute the followers of our Lord, would 


Iperſecate our Lord himſelf, was he again to ta- 
bernacle amoagſt us. 

| do not fiad that Saul gives any rraſon why 
he did 
erery perſecutor will be, when Jcſus Catiſt pats 
this ſame queſtion to them at the terrible day 
ol judgment. But being pricked at the heart, no 


perſecute. No; he was ſtruck dumb, as 


doubt with a ſenſe not only of this, but all other 


loffences agaialt the great God, he ſaid, ver. 5. 


% Wno art thou, Lord?“ See how ſoon God can 


change the heart and voice of his molt bitter 


enemies, Not many days ag», Sul was not 


waly blaſpieming Cu:ilt t niclf, bat, as muh 


as in him lay, compelling others to blaſphe ne 
Bui now he, who before was an impsoſtor, 


Lis admicably poin:s out the way how Gad's 
Spirit works upon the heart. It firit powerbully 
onvinces of ſin, and of our damnagle (tate, and 
nen puts us upon inquiring after Jzfus Cariſt. 
daul being (truck to tac ground, or rather prick- 
0 to the heart, crics out after Jeſus, * Way art 
hou, Lord?” As many of you thac were never 
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ſo far made ſenſible of your damnable ſtate, MW „. 
to be made feelingly to ſeck after Jeſus Chritt i th 
were rever yet truly convicted by, much hi vp 
converted to God, May the Lord who truck Sau or 
efteCtually now ſtrike all my chriſtleſs hearers, MW hit 
and ſet upon inquiring aſter Jeſus as their al! in 

all! Saul faid, © Who arc thou, Lord? And tic Qi 
Lord ſaid, l am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt.“ I T. 
Never did any ore inquire truly after qr je 
Chriſt, but Chriſt made a ſaving diſcovery o is 
himſelf to his ſoul. It ſhould ſeem, cur Lord to 
appeared to him in perſon, for Ananias altc:-W wh 
wards {ays,** the Lord who appeared to thee in ſer 
the way which thou cameſt,” or that may onhy uſe 
imply Chriſt's meeting him in the way. It is wo 
not much matter; it is plain Chriſt here ſpeaks gr 


to him, and ſays, ** 1 am Jjeſus whom thou per- ha. 
ſecuteſt.“ It is rematkable how our Lord takes to 
to himfelf the name ot Jeſus: for it is a name ia we 
which he delights. 1 am Je ſus, a Saviour of my tre: 
people, both from the guilt and power of theit Jel 
fins; bet a * Jeſus whom thou perſccuteſt.“ W the 
This ſcems to be fpcken to convince Saul moe,“ 
and more of his fin, and 1 coubt not but eve per 
%ord was ſharper than a two cdged ſword, and wo 
came like ſo many daggers to his heart, O any 
how did theſe words affe & him! a Jeſus ! a 52-W Liy: 
viour! and yet 1 am perſecuting him! Thi tha 
ſtrikes him with horror, But when the word / 
Jeſus, though he was a periecutor, might ge ſce 
him ſome hope, However, our dear Lord, i wh: 
convince Saul that he was to be faved by grach his 
and that he was net afraid of his power and c- liſte 


mity, tells him, * lr is hard for tnee to kick #* 
gainſt the pricks:“ as much as to ſay, though be 
was 


[OY 
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ec, vi was perſecuting, yet he could not overthrow 
il the church of Chriſt : for he would fit as King 
i: upon his holy hill of Zioa. The malice of men 
Sau or devils ſhould never be able to prevail againſt 
reis, him. 

ih in And he, ver, 6. Trembling and eſtoaiſhed, 
a the WW faid, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
elt.“ Thoſe wno think Saul had before a diſcovery of 
us Jelus mae to bis heart, think that this queſtion 
ry off is the reſult of his faith, and that he now defires 
Lord to know what he ſhall do out of gratjtude for 
aitcr-W what the Lord had done for his foul, In this 
ce in ſenſe it may be underſtood. *And I have made 
only uſe of it as an inſtance: io prove, that faith will 

Its work by l;ve. But perhaps it may be more a- 
DeaksW greeable co the context, It we ſuppoſe that Saul 
per- had only ſome diſtant diſcovery of Chriſt made 
takes to him, and not a full aſſurance of faith. For 
me ial we are told, © he trembling and aſtoniſhed,” 
ot myW trembling at the thoughts of his periecuiing a 
their Jeſus, and aſtoniſhed at his own vileneſs, and 
tel.“ the infinite condeicenfion of this Jeſus, cries out, 
more Lord, what wilt thou have me do?” For 
eveij perions under {oul-trouble, and fore conviction, 
I, and would be glad o do any thing, or comply on 

ONE any terins, to get peace with God: * Arife,”” 
a 54-f lays our Lord, ** and go into the city, and it 
1 3150 {hall be told thee what thou ſhalt do.“ 
word And here then will we leave Saul a while, and: 
it give fre what is become of his companions. But 
rd, 10 What thall we ſay? God is a ſovereign agent.;. 
grach his ſacred Spirit bloweth when and where ic 
ad c liſteth; „ He will have mercy. on whom. he will. 
ick 4. L 3 have 
Lg 1 be 
yd 


* See my Sermon on, « What think ye of Chriſt.“ 
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have mercy.” Saul is taken, but, as far as we 
know to the contrary, his fellow-traveliers are 
leſt to periſh in tkeir fins: For we are told, ver, 
7. That the men which journited with him 
itcod indeed ſpeechleſs, and hearing a confuſed 
voice.“ | fey a confuſed vo.ce, for fo the werd 
figr.ifies, and muſt be fo interpreted, in order to 
reconcile it with chap. xxil. ver. 9. where Sau], 
giving an account of theſe men, tells Agrippa, 
They head not the voice of him chat fpake 
to me.” They heard a voice, a confuſed noiſc, 
but not the atticulate voice of him that ſpake to 
Saul, and therefore remained unconverted ; for 
what are all ordinar ces, all even the molt extra- 
ordinary diſpenſations of providence, without 
Chriſt ſpeaks to the foul in them? Thus it 18 
now under the word preached. Many, like 
Saul's companicns, ate ſometimes ſo ſtruck with 
the outgoings of God appearing in the ſanctuary, 
that they even ftand ſpeechleſs, They hear tic 
preachet's voice, but not the voice of the Son of 
God, who perhaps at the time is ſpeaking effec- 
tually to many other hearts: this | have known 
often. And what ſhall we ſay to theſe things! 
Oh the depth of the fovereignty of God! 1t 15 
paſt finding out. Loid, I defire to adyie what 
cannot compret.end. Even o, Father, for !0 
it feemeth good in thy fight! 

But to return to Sac: The Lord, ver. 6. bid 
him ariſe and go into the ci-y. And we are toc, 
ver. 8. that © Saul aroſe from the earth ; and 
when bis eyes were cpened (he was fo ov: rpu® 
<reqd with the greatneſs of the light that ſhofe 
upon them) that he ſaw no man, bur they [cd 
hm by ttc hand, and brought tin into Dam? 

cus. 
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cus.“ That very city which was to be the place 


of his executing or impriſoning the diſciples of 


the Lord. And he was, ver. 9. three days 


without ſight, and neither did eat or drick,” 


But who can tel] what horrors of conſcience, 
what convulſion of foul, what dzep and pungent 
convicticns of fin he underwent during theſe 
three long ys? It was this took away his ap- 
petite, (for who can cat or drink when under a 


' tenſe of the wiath of God for (in?) and being to 


be greatly employed hereafter, he muit greatly 
humbled now. And therefore the Lord leaves 
him three days groaning under the ſpirit of bon— 
dage, and buffeted no doubt with the fiery darts 
of the devil, that being tempted like unio his 
brethren, he might be able hereafter to ſuccour 
thoſe that were tempted, Had Saul applied to 
any of the blind guides of the Jewith church 
under theſe circumttances, they would have ſaid 
he was mad, or going beſides himſeif, as many 
carnal teachers and blind Phariſces now veal 


| with, and ſo more and more diſtreſs poor fouls 


labouring under awakening convictions of their 
damnable ſtate. But God often at our firit 
awakenings viſits us with fore trials, eſpecially 


| thoſe who are like Saul, to ſhine in the church, 
and to be uſed as inſtruments in bringing many 
| lons to glory. 
| alted, muſt firſt be deeply humbled, 
| | ſprak for the comfort of ſuch who may be 


Thoſe who are to be highly ex- 
And this 


now groaning under ihe ſpirit of bondage, and 
periaps, like Saul, can ncither eat nor drink; 
tor 1 have gentrally oblerved, that thuie who 
have had the deepeſt convictions, have after- 
wards been faycured with the moſt precious 
com- 
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communications, and enjoyed moſt of the di- Het b 
vine preſence in their fouls, Ihis was after- Praye 
wards remarkably exemplified in Saul, who was Ways + 
now three days without fight, and neither did Pecau 
eat nor drink, | . Winſc 
But will the Lord leave his poor ſærvant in {Wis ov 
this diſtreſs? No, his Jeſus (though Saul pecſe- Wi the 
cured him) promiſed (and he will perform) that MW wan 
it “ ſhould be told him what he muſt do—And er a 
there was, ver 10. a certain diſciple at Damaſ- ve f 
cus, named Ananias, and unto him ſaid the Mono! 
Loid in a viſion, Ananias. And he faid, Behold Mov, | 
lam here, Lord,” On what a holy familiarity ed 
is thece brtween Jeſus Chriſt and regenerate ene 
fouls. Ananias had been uſed to ſuch love-vi- to t. 
fits, and therefore knew the voice of his Beloved. Weath 
The Lord ſays, Ananias. Anantas ſays, Be- We pr: 
hold 1 am here, Lord,” Thus it is that Chiitlt 
now, as well as formerly, often talks with is 
children at ſuadry times, and after divers man- 
ners, as a man talketh with his friend. But 
What has the Lord to ſay to Ananias? | 
Ver, 11.“ And the Lord ſaid unto him, Ariſe 
and go into the ſtreet which is called Streight, 
and inquire in the houſe of Judas, for ore cal- 
led Saul of Tarſus, (fee here for your comfort, 
O children of the moſt high God, what notice 
Jeſus Chriſt takes of the ſtreet and of the houte 
where his own dear ſervants lodge), for behold 
he prayeth,” But hy is this uſhered in with 
the word Behold ? What, was it ſuch a wonder 
to hear that Saul was praying? Why, Saul was 
a Phariſee, and, therefore, no doubt faſted and 
made long prayers, And fince we are told that 


he profited above many of his equals, 1 doubt 
not 
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ot but he was taken notice of for his gift in 
rayer, And yet it ſeemed before theſe three 
ays Saul never prayed in his life, And why? 
ecauſe, before theſe three days, he never felt 
imſelf a condemned creature, He was alive in 
is oun opinion, becauſe without a knowledge 
the ſpititual meaning of the law, he felt not 
want of, and therefore before now cried not 
ter a Jeſus, and conſequently, though he might 
ave ſaid or made a prayer, (as many Phariſees 
d now-a-days), he never prayed a prayer, But 
1014 Wow, behold, he prayeth indeed. And this was 
writy MWgced as one reaſon why he was converted. 
rate None of God's children, as one obſerves, comes 
-vi- {Wo the world ſtill- born. Prayer is the very 
ved, Weath of tte new creature, and therefore if we 
Be- We prayerleſs we are chriſtleis; if we never had 
nriſt Pe ſpirit of ſupplicacion, it is a fad ſign that we 
bis {ever had the tpirit of grace in our fouls; and 
nan- Pu may be aſſured you never did pray, unleſs 
But u have felt yourſelves damnable ſinners, and 
e want of Jeſus to be your Saviour, May 
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\riſe Pe Lord whom 1 ſerve in the goſpel of his dear 
ight, en, prick you all 10 the heart, and may it be 
cal: id of you all as it was of Saul, Bchold they 
fort, ay! | 

orice Wl the Lord goes on to encourage Ananias to 
joule FP to Saul, „For, ſays he, ver. 12, he hath 
nold Hen in a viſicn, a man named Ananias, coming in, 


with Ed putting his hand on him, that he might te- 
nder we his fight,” So that though Chriſt conver- 
| was d Saul immediately by bimſcif, yet he will 
and ry on the work thus begua by a miniſter, 
that eppy they who under foul tioubles have ſuch 
Doubt berienced guides, and as well acquainted 

p00 Witt 
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with Jeſus Chriſt as Ananias was. You thy 
have ſuch, oh! make much of and be thank{y 
for them, And you that have them not, tu 
in God; he will carry on his own work wi:ho 
them, 
Doubtleſs Ananias was a good man; but ſhi 
I commend him for his anſwer to our Lord? 
com:nend him not. For ſays he, ver. 13. Lori 
I have heard by many of this man, how mui 
evil he hath done to thy ſaints at Jeruſalen 
And here, ver. 14. he hath authority from tit 
chief prieſts to bind all that call upon thy name. 
I fear this anſwer proceeded from ſo ne reli 
of ſelf.righteouſneſs, as well as infidelity thi 
lay uadiſcovered, in the heart of Ananias, * 4 
riſe,” ſays our Lo.d, and go into the ſtret 
which is called $treight, and inquire in the hon 
of Judas, for one called Saul of Tarſus : for d: 
hold he prayeth!” One would think this v 
lufficient to ſatisfy him. But ſays An ane 
Lord, I have heard by many of this man, ( 
ſeems to ſpeak of him with much con:empt ; i! 
even good men are apt tnink too contempi 
oully of thoſe who are yet in their fins) bY 
much evil he hath done to thy ſaints in Jeu7 
lem: and here he hath autho.ity from the cli 
prieſts, to bind all that call upon thy nam. 
And what then Ananias? ls any thing too hat 
for the Lord? Who made thee to differ? MY 
not he who converted thee, convert him alte 
Surely Ananias here forgets himſelf, or pz1Þ13} 
ſears, leſt this man who had authority from ti 
chief prieſts, to bind all that call upon Chill 
name, ihvuid bind him alſo, if he went unto 8 
But che Loid filences all obejctions with a 4 
f 
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u thy way, ver. 15. for he is a choſen veſſel unto 
ak, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and 
„ tuWogs, and the children of Iſracl: For I will 
ih bim, ver, 16. how great things he muſt 
fer for my name's ſake.” Here God ſtops 
s mouth immediately, by aſſerting his ſove- 
ignty, and preaching to him rhe docttine of 
ction. And the frequent converſion of no- 
rious ſinners to God, to me is one great proof, 
ongſt a thouſand others, of that precious, but 
o much exploded, and ſadly miſrepreſented 
pArine of God's electing love. For whence is 
that ſuch are taken, whilſt thouſands not near 
vile die ſenſeleſs and ſtupid? All the anſwer 
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| Sy at can be given is, © They are cholen veſſels 
e fire Go thy way,” ſays God,“ for he is a ctoſen 
e houWiicl unto me, to bear my name before the 


entiles, ard kings, and the children of Iſrael : 
br | will ſhew him how great things he muſt 


for b. 


W. 
1 ter for my name's ſake.” Obſerve what a 
an, (ele connection there is between doing and 
pt; f tering for Chriſt, If any of my brethren in 
empufße miniſtry are preſent, let them hear what pre- 
s) behgrwent we mult expect, if we are called out to 
Jeu reinarkably for God, Not great preben- 
e che ries or biſhopiicks, but great ſufferings for 


ir Lord's name ſake. Theſe are the fruits of 
r labour; and he that will not contentedly 
fler great things for preaching Chriſt, is not 
thy of him. Suffering will be fouad to be 


allo 
hl e beſt preferment, when we are called to give 
om account of our miniſtry at the great day. 
heile do net hear Anarias quarreling with God 
to bin rcerning the doctrine of election. No; (Oh 


at all good men would in this learn of him) 
cc He 
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ion of his ſoul with God; he received the ſpi- 
t of adoption; he could now, with a full aſſu- 


; no ace of faith, cry“ Abba Father.“ Now was 
what We filled with the holy Ghoſt; now was he filled 
: T ich the love of God ſhed abroad tn bis heart; 
d nogſow were the days of his mour: ing ended; now 


as Chrilt formed in his ſoul; now he could 
ive men and devils the challenge, knowing that 
-hriſt had juſtified him; now he faw the excel- 
ncies of Clirilt, and eſteemed him the faireſt a- 
ong ten thouſan q. You only know how to fym- 
ataize with the apoltle in his joy, wao, after a 
ng nighe of bondage, have been ſet ſree by 


n fore 
1d Ve 
{hovl 
)eCaul 
alt. | 
cligit 
"Or Vi 


he e Spirit, and have received joy in the Holy 
e, alioit, May all that are now mourning, as 
u penal was, be comforted in like manner. 


The ſcales then are now remove:i from the 
es of Saul's mind; Anuwwias has done that for 
im under God; he mult now do another cffive, 
12. bapiize him, and fo receive him into che 
ible church of Chriſt, A good proof to me of 
e neceſſity of baptitm bete it may be had. 

or | find here, as well as clſcwhere, that bap- 
Im is adminiſtere even to theſe who had re- 
ved the Holy Ghoſt, Saul was convinced 
this, and therefore aroſe and was baptized, 

nd now '1t is time for lim to recruit tne out- 
ard men, Which by three dais abſtinence and 
ritual conflicts, hac been much impaired. We 
e therefore told, ver. 19. when he had re- 
ved meat, he was ſtrengthencd. 

But oh, with what comfort cid the apcftle 
by eat his tood ! | am ſure it was with ſingle- 
ls, I am nee atſo with gladoeſs of heart, 


id why? He knew that he was reconciled to 
M God. 
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once perſecuting zealot, when they came to ſalute 
ture, bim with a holy kiſs, throwing himſelf upon 
0 his each of their necks, weeping over them witl1 
not Wfloods of tears, and faying, O my brother, O 
onci- Wh my filter, Can you forgive me? Can you give 
ch toc ſuch a wretch as I the right hand of fellow- 
Wl ſhip, who intended to drag you behind me 
nedi. N bound unto Jeruſalem?” Thus, I ſay, we 


. V. 


no 


rel may ſuppoſe Saul addreſſed himſelf to his now 
d aq fellow-diſciples, end 1 doubt not but they were 
aving Was ready to forgive and forget as Ananias was, 


and ſaluted him with the endearing title of bro- 
ther Saul. Lovely was this meeting, ſo lovely 
that it ſeemed Saul conunued certain days wirh 
them, to communicate experiences, and to learn 


meat, 
e g0 
Saul 


t Dr the way of God more perfeQly, to pray for a 
it, voWblefling on his future m.niſtry, and to praiſe 
1 "y Chriſt Jeſus for what he kad done for their ſouls, 
jerall 


Saul perhaps had fat certain years at the feet 
of Gamalial, but undoubtedly learnt more theſe 
ertain days, than he had learnt before in all his 
lite, It pleaſes me to think how this great ſcho- 
ar is transformed by the renewing ot his mind; 
hat a mighty change was here! That fo great 
2 man as Saul was, both as to his ſtation in life, 
and internal qualifications, and ſuch a bitter 
nemy to the Chriſtians; for him, | ſay, to go 
and be certain days with the people of this mid 
vay, and to fit quietly, and be taught of un- 
earned and illiterate men, as many of theſe diſ- 
ples we may be ſure were: What a ſubſtantial 
proof was this of the reality of his converſion? 


Zh all 
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le * What a hurry and confuſion may we ſuppoſe 
e 0 he chief prieſts were in? Now | warraat they 
"yy nere ready to Cry out, What, is he allo decei- 


M 2 ved? 
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ved? As for the common people, who knew not 
the law. and are accurſed, for them to be carrie 
away, is no ſuch wonder, But for a man bred 
up at the feet of Gamalial, for ſuch a ſcholar, 
ſuch an enemy to their cauſe as Saul, for him to 
be led away with a company of ſilly, deceived 
men and women, furely it is impoſſible! We 
cannot believe it. But Saul ſoon cunvinces 
them of che reality of his becoming a fool for 
Chriſt's ſake. For ſtreightway, ver. 20. inilcad 
of going to deliver the letters from the high 
pririts, as they expected, in order to bring the 
diſciples that were at Damaſcus bound to [eru- 


ſelem,“ He preached .Chrift in the ſynagogues 8 
that he is the Son of God,” This was another may 

roof of his being converted: He not only con-M and 
verſed with Chriſtiaos in private, but he preach-W*' B 
ed Chriſt publicly in the ſynagogues, Eſpecially ls n; 
he infilted on the divinity of our Lord, provingMon | 
notwithſtanding his humiliation, that he was rea that 
the Son of God. the « 
Bur why did Saul preach Chrift thus? Be. A 
cauſe he had felt the power of Chriſt upon bMlicly 
own ſoul. And here is the reaſon why ChrilMa tr. 
is fo ſeldom preached, and bis divinity ſo fightMhili, 
ly inſiſted on in our {ſynagogues ; it is becau'be x, 
tlie generality of thoſe that pretetd to preaclſfor ( 
bim, never felt a ſaving work of converſion vpollibly 
their own fouls, How can they preach, unlc» will 
they are firſt taught of, and then ſent by God! ho 
Saul did not preach Chriſt before he knew Leſs 
no more ſhould apy one elſe. An uncunpveri*WWha 
miniſter, though be could ſpeak with the ton geen 
of men and angels, will be but as a foundi's hey 
braſs and tinkling cymbal to thoſe whole 1c!" to 


are 
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not are exerciſed to diſcern ſpiritual things. Mini- 
rried]il fters that are unconverted, may talk and de- 
bred claim of Chritt, and prove from books that he is 
olar,il the Son of God, but they cannot preach with 


im to the demonſtration of the Spirit and with power, 
e1vedif unleſs they preach from experience, and have 

Wei had a proof of his divinity, by a work of grace 
incesl wrought upon their own ſouls. God forgive 
ol fa thoſe who lay hands on an unconverted man, 
(cad knowing that he is ſuch, I would not do it for 
liga thouſand worlds, Lord J:ſus keep thy own 
ig the faithful ſervants pure, and let them not be then 
Jerv-W partakers of other mens fins. N | 
guess Such an inſtance as Saul's converſion was, we 
other may be affured, muſt make a great deal of noiſe, 
con and therefore no wonder we art told, ver. 21. 
reach“ But all that heard him were amazed, and ſaid, 
cia ls not this he that deſtroyed them which called 
d vingg on his name in Jeruſalem, and came hick.er for 
rea chat intent, that he might biing them bound to 
the chief prieſts ? 


? Be. And thus it will be with all that appear pub- 
on bi\lWlicly for Jeſus Chriſt ; and it is as impoflible ſoc 
Chrügha true Chrittian to be hid as a city built upon a 
ſugbe bin. Brethren, if you are faithful rp, you muſt 


de reproached, and have remarks made on you 


preach or Chriſt; eſpecially if you have been remark- 
n Up00ably wicked before your converſion, What, 
v0 10 vill your friends ſay), is not this he, or ſhe, 
| God! ho a little while ago would run to as great ex- 
w Leſs of riot and vanity as the worſt of us all? 
p vert 8WWhat has turned your. tram? Or if you have 
on gv* een cloſe, falſe, tormal hypocrites as Saul was, 
010; Bibey will wonder that you ſhould be fo deceived 
; (e010 SS to think you were not in a ſafe ſtate before, 


M 3 As, 
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As, no doubt, numbers were ſurpriſed to hea of 0 
Saul, who was touching the law blamtleſs, a. the 
firm that he was in a damnable condition (as into h 
all probability he did) a few days ago. ing 
Brethren, you mult expect to meet with memHand 
ſuch difficult'es as theſe, The ſcourge of thema) 
tongue is generally the firſt croſs we are ce“ n 
to bear for the ſake of Chriit, Let not there font“ v 
this move you; it did not intimidate, no, it 1a.“ ſ⸗ 
ther encovragec Saul. may 
“But Saul,” ſays the text, “ increaſed the frier 
more in {lr-ngth, and confounded the Jews whiciWenm 
delt at Damaſcus, proving that this is veryWgain 
Chriſt.“ Oppoſition never yet did, nor evc|long 
will hurt a ſincere convert. Nething like op-iſficrea 
poſition to make the man of God perfect. Nor Halſo. 
bur a tirelirg, who carcth not for the ſheep, wilot G 
be affrighted at the approach or barking of wet v 
— Chritl's miniſters are as bold as lions; it is nd 
for ſuch men as they to fi-e. 
And therefore (that | may draw towards a cot. 
cluſion) let miniſters and dilciples ef Chi, 
yearn from Saul, not to fear men for their rei. 
ings, but, like him, incteaſe ig tbrengill, tas 
more wicked men «n:lcavour- to weaken tc 
bands, We cannot be Chriſtians wiithuut bei 
oppoſed, No; diſciples in general mult fuller; 
miaikers in particular mult ſuffer great things 
But let not this move any of us from our ſtedfall 
neſs in the golpel, He that ſtood by an! 
ſtrengthened Saul, will alio ſtand by and ſtrengtir 
en us. FH is a God wighiy to lave all that pa 
their truſt ia him, If we look up sich an che 
Of faith, we, as well as the firlt martyr Std, 


phen, may {ce Jeſus itangiug at the right bat 
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of God, ready to aſſiſt and protect us. Though 
the Lord's ſeat is in heaven, yet he has reſpe& 
to his ſaints in an eſpecial manner, when ſ.,ffer- 
ing here on earth. Then the Spirit of Chriſt 
and of glory reſts upon ther fouls, And, it I 
may ſpeak my own experience, ] never enjoy 
« more lich communications from God, than 
« when deſpiſed and rejected of men for the 
e ſake of Jeſus Chriit,” However litile they 
may deſign it, my enemies are my greatett 
friends, What I molt fear is a calm; but the 
enmity which is in the hearts of natural men a- 
gainſt Chriſt, will not ſuffer them to be quiet 
long. No; as I hope the work of God will in- 
creaſe, ſo the rage of men and devils will increaſe 
allo. Let us put on therefore the whole armaur 
of God, Oh! let us not fear the face of men; 
let us fear him only who can deſtroy both body 
and foul in hell, I ſay unto you, let us fear 
aim alone. You ſee how ſoon God can ſtup 
the fury of his ceacmics. You have juit now 
heard of his enemies; you have juſt now heard 
of a proud, powerful zealut flopped in his full 
areer, {truck down to the eaith with a light 
rom heaven, converted by the. almighty power 
ff afficacious grace. and thereupon zealouſly 
promo'ing, nay reſolutely ſuffering for the faith 
wich once wich threatcnings hey {laughters he 
ndeayoured to deſtroy. Let this teach us to 
pity and pray for, our Lord's moſt invcterate 
nemies, Who knows, but in anſwer cthereun- 
0, our Lord may give them repentance unto 
ie? Molt think chat Chriſt had reipect to Ste- 
Men's prayer when he converted Saul, Per- 
taps for this reaton God ſuffers his adverlaries 

co 


perſccotors of Chriſt take encouragement tri 


ven, how will you be able to ſtand before Jcly 

Chriſt, when be comes in terrible mzjeſty to t 
- vengeance on all thuſe who have perſecuted ti 
_ goſpel? Then the queſtion, ©* Why ptrfecutr 


detected before men and angels, and you ſha 
be doomed to dwell in the blackneſs of dar 


not deſpair of any of you, when | find a 85 


Saul, of whom | have now been ſpeaking, lowt 


to hearken to the voice of his poor unwoit# 


in vaio, Who is the happy foul that is this a 
: 
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to go on, that his goodneſs and power may ſhir 
more bright in their converſion. But ler 


this to continue in their oppoſition. Remen:be 
though Saul was converted, yet the high pri 
and Saul's companions were leſt dead 1a tre 
paſſes and fins, And if this ſhould be your cf 
you will of all men be moſt miſerable : for p 
ſecutors have the loweſt place in hell. An! 
Saul was ſtruck to the carth by a light from der 


thou me?” will cut you through and througi 
The ſecret enmity of your hearts ſhall then 


neſs for evermore. Kiſs the Son, therefore, [zl 
he be angry; for even you may find mercy, 
you believe on the Son of God. Though yd 
perſecute him, yet he will be your Jeſus; I can 


among the diſciples at Damaſcus. What thoug 
your fins art as ſcarlot, the blood of Chriſt ihal 
waſh them as white as ſnow : having much i 
be forgiven, deſpair not, only believe, and ik 


much, He counted himſelf the chiefeſt (init 
of all, and therefore laboured more abundan!i 
than all. Who is there among you feariny (i 
Lord? Whoſe hearts. hath the Lord now open 


ſervant? Surely the Lord will not let me pread 
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> be waſhed in the blood of the Lamb? Will 
o poor ſinner take encouragement from Saul 
o come to Jeſus Chriſt? You are all thronging 


erm.] 


ay ſhit 
let ch 


3t fron 

8 ound about, but which of you will touch the 
b pric ord Jeſus ? What a comfort will it be to Saul, 
\n trW0d to your own ſouis, when you meet him in 
ur cafWcaven, to tell him, that hearing of his, was a 
for pPeans, under God, of your converſion 2 Doubt- 


ls, it was written for the encouragement of 


An! 
ll poor returning ſianers. He himſelf tell us 


109 her 

e Ji) for in me, ſays he, God ſhewed all long- 
ro tuffering, that I might be an example to them 
red at ſhould hercafrer believe.“ Was Saul here 
ſccutt imſeif he would tell you fo: Indeed he would ; 
\rouMvt being dead, by this account of his conver» 
then Men, he yet ſpeaketh, Oh that God may ſpeak 
13 ul it to your hearts! Oh that the arrows of God 


ight this day ſtick faſt in your {ou's, and you 
ere made to cry out, Who art thou Lord?!“ 
ire there any ſuch amongſt you? Methinks [ 
el ſomething of what this Saul felt, when he 


F dark 
Ire, jel 
er cya 
gh 0 


cn id, „I travail in birth again for you, till Chriſt 
FE v farmed again in your he arts. O come, come _ 
chovdMW'V4y to Jelus, on whom Saul believed, and then 
iſt (hall ev E-not if the high prieſts iſſue out ever ſo 
auch eny writs of indictments, or injuriouſly drag 
nd hto a priſon. The thoughts of bring inſtru- 
g. lol ental in ſaving you, will make me ſing praiſes 
t ſinscen at midnight ; and | know you will be my 
dani and crown of rejoicing, when lam delivered 
ing em this earthly piiſon, and meet you 19 the 
opent ingdom of God hetreafter. 
Worth 

pre Now to God, &c. 
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SERMON VI. 


CHRIST THE BELIEVER's WISDOM 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, SANCTIFICATiION 
AND REDEMPTION, 


: I Cor. L 38. to | 


BUT OF HIM ARE YE IN CHRIST JESUS, WHO © 
GOD Is MADE UNTO US, WISDOM, RIGHTEOQ!: 
| NESS, SANCTIFICATION, AND REDEMPTION. 


F all the verſes in the book of God, th 

which I have now read to you, is, I be 
lieve, one of the moſt comprehenſive, Wh. 
glad tidings does it bring to believers! Wi 
precious previleges are they herein invelte 


with | How ate they here led to the fountain“ 15 
them all, I mean the love, the everlaſting 1M. | 
of God the Father, Of whom are you in Ci 1 ; 
'Feſus, ** who ef God is made unto us, wildo! M 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption. . L 

Whithout referring you at preſent to the cin: 
text, | ſhall from thele words, | FA 

FixsT, Point out to you the fountain fro 41 
which all thoſe bleſſings flo, which the cl II 
God partake of in Jeſus Chriſt, Who of 05 1 


is made unto us.“ — | 
| : SECOND 


erm. VI. Chriſt the, &c. 143 


SECONDLY, I ſhall conſider what thoſe bleſ- 
ngs are, viz, ©© wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctifi- 
ation, and redemption.” 

And, firſt, I would point out to you the foun- 
in from which all thoſe bleſſings flow, which 
e elect of God partake of in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Who of God is made unto us,“ 1. e. God the 
ather, for he it is that is ſpoken of here, Not 
$ though Jeſus Chriſt was not God as well as 
e; but God the Father is the Fountain of the 
ity, and if we conſider Jeſus Chriſt acting as 
ediator, God the Father is greater than he, 
here was an eternal contract between the Fa- 
ter and the Son: „ I have made, ſays God, a 
bvenant with my choſen, and 1 have ſworn 
nto David my ſervant, which David was a 
pe of Chriſt, with whom the Father made a 
dvenant, that it he would obey and ſuffer, and 


DON 
110 


THO 0 
'TEOU 


N, ike himſelf a ſacrifice for ſin, he ſhould “ fee 
£4 $ ſeed, he ſhall prolong his gays, and the plea- 

b. of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hands.“ 
ibis compact our Lord refers to in that glorious | 

vy er recorded in the 17th chapter of St John; 
* d therefore. he prays for, or rather demands | 
dean ith a full aſſurance, all that were given to him L 
ag lon the Father; Father,” ſays he, I will that 4 
ine allo whom thou haſt givea me, be with me i 
iſco ere Jam.“ For this ſame reaſon the apoſtle ij 
gg eaks out into praiſing God, even tte Father of if 
he co Lord Jeſus Chriſt, For he loved the elect [i 

th an everlaſting love, or, as our Lord ex- i 

in fen eſſes it, © before the foundation of the worid,” i 
(ect cherefore, to ſhew them to what they were l 
of Gal nolden for their ſalvation, our Loid in the. 1 


ih of St Matthew, repreſents bunlelf, ſaying, 


, Cc. 


Cbriſi the 
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t Come ye bleſſed children of my Father, re. 
ceive, the kingdom prepared for you from the 


144 * 


foundation of the world,” And tifus in reply 
to the mother of Zebedee's children, he ſays, 
& It is not mine to give, but it ſhall be given © 
them, for whom it is prepared of the Father,” 
The apoſtle, therefore, when here ſpeakiog of 
the Chriſtian's privileges, leſt they ſhould facti- 
fice to their own drag, or think their ſalvation 
was owing to their own faichfulnefs, or improve. 
ment of their own free will, reminds them to 
look back on the everlaſting love of God the Fa- 
ther, Who of God is inade man unto us,” &e. 
Would to God this point of doctrine wa 
conſiderd more, and people were more ſtud 
ous of the covenant of redemption berween the 
Father and the Son, we ſhould then not have (0 
much diſputing againſt the doctrine of election 
or hear it condemned (even by good men) as1 
doftrine of devils, For my own part, I cannot 
fee how true humbleneſs of mind can be attained 
withoura knowledge of it, And though 1 will 
not ſay, that every one who denies elcCticn is: 
bad man, yet 1 will fay, with that fweet finget 
Mr Trail, it is a very bad ſign. Such a ont, 
whoever he be, I think cannot truly know him 
ſelf: For if we deny election, we mult, (la 
What we will), partly at Jeaſt, glory in ourſelves 
for ſuffering; Chriſt to redeem and fave us, Bil 
our redemption is ſo ordered, that no fel 
ſhould glory in the divine preſence. And hence 
it is that the pride of man oppoſes this doctring 
becauſe according to this doctrine, and no tht 
* lhe that glorieth, muit glory in the Lord: 
But what ſhall 1 ſay? EleCtion is Fuer thi 
$1066 
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ſhines with ſuch reſplendent brightneſs, that, to 
make uſe of the words of one who has drank 
dec ply of electing love, it dazzles the weak eyes 
even of ſome of God's dear children. However, 
though they Know it not, all the bleſſings they 
receive all the privileges they do or will erzoy, 
through Jeſus Chrift, flow from the everlalting 
love of God the Father. © But of him are you 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto us, 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanCtification, and re- 
demption.“ 

What theſe bleſüngs are which are here 


through Cirilt made over to the elect, I come in 


the next place to conſider, 

Ang, firit, Chriſt is made to them wiſdom, 
But wherein does true wiidom confilt? Was ! 
o alk ſome of you, perhaps you would lay, in 
ndulging the lutt of the fl.th, and ſaying to 
your ſouls, eat, drink, and be merry. But this 
s only the wiſdom of brutes ; they have as good 
a gult and reliſh for ſenſual pleaſures, as the 
greateſt Epicure on the earth, Ochers would 
ell me true w.{dom c-onfiited in adding houſe 
o houſe, and ficld to fi-Id, and calling lands af- 
er their owa names: But this cannot be true 

iſdom; for riches often take wings and fly a- 

ay, like an cagle towards heaven, Even Wil- 
dom itlelt afſures us, © that a man's life doth 
ot conſiſt in tne abundance of the things which 

e poſſeſſes,” Vanity, vanity, all thele things 
re vanitys For it riches leave not the owacr, 
te owners mult ſoon leave them; © For rich 


nen muſt alſo dic, and leave their riches for 


hers,” Their riches cannot procure them a 
gemption from the grave, whither we are all 
haſtening 
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haſtenirg apace, But perhaps you deſpiſe riches 
and pleaſure, and therefore place wiſdom in the 
knowledge of books. But it is poſſible for you Mc, 
to tell the numbers of the ſtars, and call them 


ove 
all by their names, and yet be mere fodls, lay 
Learned men are not always wile ; nay our com- N out 


mon learning, ſo much cried up, makes men Nhe, 
only ſo meny accompliſhed fools. To keep you 
therefore no longer in ſuſpenſe, and withal to 
humble you, Iwill fend you to an heathen to 
ichool, to learn what true wiſdom is, “ Know 
thyſelf,“ was the ſaying of one of the wiſe men of 
Greece. This is certainly true wiſdom, and this 
js that wiſdom ſpoken of in tke text, and which 


Jeſus Chriſt is made to all elect ſinners, They "8 
are made to know themſelves, fo as not to think 1 
more highly of themſelves, than they ought to mov 
think. Before they were darkneſs, now they Nees 
are light in the Lord, and in that light they ſce So 
their own darkneſs: They now bew:1! that they live 
are fallen creatures by nature, dead in treipallcs und. 
and fins, ſons and heirs of hell, and children out 
wrath, They now ſee that all their rightcoul- WMCh;; 


neſles are but as filthy rags, that there is co 
health in their ſouls, that they are poor and mi— 
ſerable, blnd and naked, and that there is no 
name given under heaven, whereby they can be 
ſaved, but that of Jeſus Chriſt. They ſee the 
neceſſity of cloſing with a Saviour, and the wil 
dom of God in appointing him to be a Savivul, 
They are alſo made willing to accept of ſalvatien 
upon our Lord's own terms, and to receive hin 
as their all in all, Thus Ctirilt is made to chem 


viildoum, 
Secondly, 
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ches Secondlv, Righteouſneſs; © Who of God is 
the ¶ made unto us, wiſdom, righteouſneſs—i. e. 
vou Chriſt's whole perſonal righteouſneſs is made 
hem over to, and accounted theirs ; being enabled to 


ools. lay hold on Chriit by faith, God the Father blocs 


om out their tranſgreſſions, as with a thick cloud, 
men their ſins, their iniquities he remembers no more : 
you WF They are made the righteouſneſs of God in Je- 
al 10 Wſus, who is the end of the law for rightecuſnels 
en 10 to every one that believeth. In one ſenſe, now 
mon God ſees no fin in them: The whole covenant 
en ol of works is fulfilled in them; they are actually 
this Hjuſtiged acquitted, and looked upon as r:igateous 
vic Win the ſight of God; they are perfectly accepted 
Ihe) in the Beloved ; they are complete in him; the 
bine flaming ſword of God's wreth, which before 
ht to moved every way, is now removed, and free ac- 
tc) Wicels given to the tree of life, They are enabled 
y ſce Wnow to reach out the arm of faith, and pluck and 
the) Nuve for evermore. Herce it is that the apoſtle, 
pallcs Wunder a ſenſe of this blefſ=d privilege, breaks 
ren of Wout into this triumphant language, © It is 
coul. Chriſt that juſtifies, who is he that con lemns me? 
is % Does fin condemn? Chrilt's righteouſneſs de- 
d nil- uvers believers from the guilt of ic, Chriſt is their 
is 1" eſus their Saviour, and is become a pcopitiation 
an be lor their ſins. Wno thers fore thail lay any thing 
e the to God's elect? Dots the law condema ? By hav- 
eng Chritk's righteouſneſs imputed to them, they 
v10U": ire dead to the law, as a covenant of works. 
Vaud WiChrilt has ſultilled it for them, and in their ſtead, 
e hi oes death threacen them? They need not fear; 
chen WT be ſting of death is fin, the itrength of ſia is 
"ly © law; but God has give them the victory, by 
O NU) 


N 2 AMmputing 


imputing to them the righteouſneſs of the Lord . 
Jeſus, Jock 


And what a privilege is here! Well might the oa 
angels at the birth of Chriſt ſay to the humble 8 
epherds, „ Behold 1 bring you glad tidings o 18, 
gear joy.“ For unto you that believe in Chriſt iſ. 
*© a Saviour is born.” And well may they re-  - 
Joice at the converſion of poor finners; for the by | 


Lord is their righteouſneſs. "They have peace ; 
with God, through faith in his blood, and ſhall / 
never enter into condeinnation, Ob, believers: 
(for this ciſcourſle is intended in a ſpecial man- 
ner far you) lift up your heads; “ Rejoice Maark 
the Lord always, Again I ſay rejoice,” Ohtril 
is made to you of God righteouſneſs : What then 
fhovid we frar? You are made the righteouſneſ 
of God in him. You may be called“ The Lord 
our righteouſneſs*** Of what then ſhould youll 
be afraid? What ſhall ſeparate you hencefor 
ward from the love of Chriſt ? Shall tribulation 
or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or naked 
neſs, or peril, or ſword ? No; 1 am perſuaceq 
neither drath, nor life, nor angels, nor princip»W 
lities, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor thing 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any cre 
ture, ſhall be able to ſeparate you from the lo 
of God, which is in Chriſt Ic ſus our Lord, wi 
of God is mace unto you righteouſneſs;— ; 
This is a glorious privilege ; but this is on 
the beginning of the happineſs of belicvc 
Chriſt is not only made to them righteouſnchl 
but ſanctification. By ſanctification, 1 do nl 
mean a bare hypocritical attendance on outwa'lt 
ordinances, {though rightly informed Chriltia 
will think it their duty and privilege, conſtan 
d 
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novation of the whole man, 
ouſneſs of Chriſt believers become legally, 
by ſanCtification they are made ſpiitually alive. 
By one they are entitled to, by the other made 
meet for glory. 


is now no longer dominion over them. 


Wre freed from the 


c leveling and being of it, They are holy both. 
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to attend on all outward ordinances), nor do I 
mean by ſanctification, a bare outward reforma» 
tion, and a few tranſient convictions, or a little 
legal ſorrow ; for all this an unfanctified men way 
have; but by ſanct fication, I mean a total re- 


By the 11ghre= 


They are ſanctified therefore 
throughout, in ſpirit, ſoul, and body. 

Their underſtandings, which were before 
dark, now become light in the Lord; and their 


wills, before contrary to, now becorne one with 
the will of God, 
won things above; their memory is now filled 


Lord 


Their affections are now lect 


ith divine things; their natural conſciences are 


Dow enlightened ; their members, which were 


celoWefore inſtruments of uncleanneſs, and of ini- 


ati uity unto iniquity, ate now infiruments of 


axe N ighteouſneſs and true holineſs. 


1 Pre new creatures: Old things are paſſed away, 
ncipl 


In thort, they 


ll things are become new in their hearts; fn 
They 
power, though not the in- 


: heart and life, even in all manner of conver» 
ion; they are mace partakers of a divine 


Nature; and from Jeſus Chrilt they receive grace 
grace; and every grace that is in Chriſt, is 


pied and tranſcribed into their ſouls. They 
e transformed into his likeneſs ; he is formed 


dwell in him, and he in 


; | 

em; they are led by, and bring forth the fruits 

1 his Spirit; they know that Chritt is their Im- 
| | N z 


manual, 
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manual, God with and in them; they are living ¶ aſto 
temples of the Holy Ghoſt ; and therefore being Habro 
a holy habitation unto the Lord, the whole Tii- Gho 
nity dwells and walks in them. Even here they bis n 
fit rogether with Chriſt in heavenly places, ard Mit ſh 
are vitally united to him their head, by a living God 
faith. Their Redeemer, their Maker, is their the x 
Hulband ; they are fleſh of his fleſh, bone of his Wis no 


bone; they talk, they walk with him, as a man 
talketh and walketh with his friend. In ſhort, 
they are one with Chrift, even as Jeſus Chril 
and the Father are one, | 

Thus is Chriſt made to believers ſanctification. 
And oh, what a privilege is this! To be chan-W 
ged from beaſts into-faints, from a deviliſh into 
a divine nature. To be thus tranſlated from tht 
kingdom of Satan, into the kingdom of God) 
dear Son ! To put off the olò man which is cor 
rvpt, end thus to put on the new man, which | 
cieated after God in righteouſneſs and true hol. 
refs, Oh, what an unfpeakable ble ſſing is this 
| almoſt ſtand amazed at the contempla ion of 
it, Well might the apoſtle exhort believers t 
rejoice in the Lord. Indeed they have realoi 
always to rejoice, yea, to rejoice in their beds; 
for the kingdom of God is in them. They at 
changed from glory io glory, even by the Sp! 
rit of the Lord, Well may this be a myſtery s 
the natural, for it is a myſtery even to the 1M 
xitull man himſelf, a myſtery which he cannd 
fathom. Does it not often dazzle your eyes, 
ye children of God, to look at your own big" 
neſs, when the candle of the Lord ſhines oval 
and your Redeemer lifts up the light of his b 
{ed countenarice upon your ſouls £ Are not JI 
altonilt . 


en © 
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aſtoniſhed when you feel the love of God ſhed 
abroad in your hearts abundantly by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and God holds out the golden ſceptie of 
his mercy, and bids you aſk what you will and 
it ſhall be given you? Does not that peace of 
God, which keeps and rules your hearts, ſurpaſs 
the utmoſt limits of your underſtandings? And 
is not the joy you feel unſpeakable? Is it nut 
full of glory? 1 am perſuaded it is, and in your 
ecret communion, when the Lord flows in upon 
our ſouls, you are as it were ſwallowed up in, 
or, to uſe the apoſtle's phraſe, filled with all 
he fulneſs of God.“ Are not you ready to cry 
dut with Solomon, And will the Lord indeed 


dwell thus with men? How is it that we ſhould 


de thus thy ſons and daughters, O Lord Al- 
ighty ?“ 

If you are children of God, and know what 
t is to have fellowſhip with the Father and the 
don: If you walk by faith, and not by ſight, I 
m aſſured this is frequently the language of 


our hearts. 


But look forward, and ſee an unbounded 
roſpe& of eternal happineſs lying before thee, 
) believer! What thou haſt already received, 
re only the firſt fruits, like the cluſter of grapes 
rought out of the land of Canaan, Only an 
neſt and pledge of yet infinitely better things 
© come, The harveſt is yet to follow; thy 
race is hereafter to be ſwallowed up in glory; 
great Joſhua, thy High Prieſt, ſhall admini- 


ger an abundant entrance unto thee, into the 
= nd of promiſe, that reſt which awaits the chil» 
is bl 
of 7 
nil 


a 

4 
* 
* 


en of God; for Chriſt is not only made to be- 
2 lie vers, 
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lie vers, “ wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and ſanctifies 
tion,“ but alſo tedemption. 

But befcre we enter upon the explanat ian und 
contemplation of this privilege, from what hu 
been faid, we may, Firſt, Learn the great mil 
take of Archbiſhop Tillotſon, and writers of his 
ſtamp, who, notwithſtanding they talk of ſancte 
fication and inward holincls, (as indeed lows 
times they do, though in a very looſe and ſup: 
ficial manner), yet they generally make it b. 
cauſe, whereas they ſhould conſider it as th: 
effect of our juſtification, Of whom © are je | 
Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto us vir 
dom, righteouſneſs, and then ſanctification.“ Fu 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, or that wbich Chriſt ha 
done in our ſtead without us, is the ſole caul 
of our acceptance in the ſight of God, and of 4 
holineſs wrought in us. To this, and not u 
the light within, or any thing wrought withih 
ſhould poor ſinners ſcek for juſtification in til 
ſight of God, Fer the ſake of Chriſt's rights 
ouſneſs alone, and not any thing wrought in u 
does God look favourably upon us: our ſactif. 
cation at beſt in this life is not complete, Tho 
we are delivered from the power, we are 00 
freed from the in-being of ſin; but not only tif 
dominion but the in-being of fin is forbidden 
the perfect law of God, For it is not faid 
Thou ſhalr not give way to luſt, but thou ihal 
not luſt,” So that whilit the principle of uu 
remains in the leaſt degree in your hearts, thong 
we are Otherwiſe never ſo holy, yet we can 
on account of that, hope for acceptance vii 
God. We mult ficlt, therefore, look for a 18 


teouſneſs without us, even the rightecuſat ß 
>. Vi # | 
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ur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, For this reaſon the a- 
oſtle mentions it, and puts it before ſanctifica- 
jon, in the words of the text. And whoſoever 
eacheth any other doArine, doth not preach 
he truth as it is in Jeſus, 

Secondly, From hence alſo the Antinomiang 
nd formal hypocrites may be confuted, who 
alk of Chriſt without, but know nothing ex- 
erimentally of a work of ſanctification wrought 
ithin them. Whatever they may pretend to, 
nce Chriſt is not in them, the Lord is nct their 
gbteouſneſs, and they have no well-grounded 
ope of glory. For though ſandificaiion is not 
e cauſe, yet it is the effect of our acceptance 
th God, © Who of God is wade unto us 
ghteouſneſs and ſanctification.“ He therefore 
at is really in Chriſt, is a new creature, It is 
ot going back to a covenant of works, to look 
to our hearts, and ſeeing that they are changed 
md renewed, from thence from a comfortable 
d well-grocnced aflurance of the ſafety of our 
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righte ed 

in u tes. No; this is what we are directed to in 
act ripture. By our bringing forth the fruits, we 
Thad edo judge whether or no we ever did truly 


take of the Spirit of God. We know,” 


re nd: 

\ly U St John, © that we are paſſed from death 
den Ho life, becauſe we love the brethren,” And 
t (adi vever we may talk of Chriſt's righteouſneſs 
u d exclaim againſt legal preachers; yet, if we 
of u not holy in heart and lite, if we are not fance 
boug ed and renewed by the Spirit in our minds, 


are ſeit-qeceivers, we are only formal hypo- 


ann 

- wies; for we muſt not put àſunder what Gud 

\ rior joined together; we mult Keep the medium 

1c (5 een the two extremes; not iafilt fo much 


Ob! On 
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on the one hand upon Chriſt without, as to er 
clude Chriſt within, as an evidence of our being 
his, and as a preparation for future happinekM 
nor on the other hand, ſo depend on inherer 
righteouſneſs or holineſs wrought in us, as till 
exclude the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt witheu 
Us, 
But let us go on and take a view of the oth 
link, or rather the end of the believer's gold 
chain of privileges, But we mult look va 
high; for the top of it, like Jacob's ladder 
reaches heaven where all believers will be dra 
up and placed at the right hand of God, © Wit 
of God is made unto us wiſdom, righteoulnel 
ſanctific ation, and redemption,” 
This is a golden chain indeed! And, what! 
beſt of. all, not one link cen ever be broken a 
under from another, And was there no othe 
text in the book of God, this ſingle one ſul 
ciently proves the final perſeverance of true be 
lievers. For never did God yet juſtify a mal 
whom he did not ſanctiſy; nor ſanctify on 
whom he did not completely redeem and glos 
iy. No; as for God, his way, his work, is pt 
fect; he always carried on and finiſhed the won 
he begun. Thus it was in the firit, fo it 1 
the new creation: When God ſays, ** Let til 
be light,“ there is light, that ſhines more ail 
more unto the perfect day, when believers ent 
into their eternal reft, as God entered into 
Thoſe whom God has jultified, he has in el 
glorified s For as a man's worthineſs was not" 
cauſe of God's giving him Chriſt's righteouſt® 
ſo neither ſhall his unworthineſs be a cavle 
his cakiog it away. God's gifts and call 
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re without repentapce: And I cannot think 
ey are Clear iu the notion of Chriſt's righteouſ- 
els, who deny the final perſeverance of the 
nts, I fear they underſtand juſtification in, 
zat low ſenſe, which I underit9od it in a few 
ars ago, as implying no more than remiſlion 
F fins. But it not only ſignifies re miſſion of 
s paſt, bur allo a federal right to all good 
ings to come. If God has given us his only 
n, how ſhall he not with him freely give us all 
ings? Therefore the apoſtle after he ſays, 
who of God is made unto us righteouſneſs,” 
es not fay, perhaps he may be made to us 
nCtification and redemption: But he is made, 
'r there is an eternal, indiſoluble connection 
tween theſe bleſſed privileges. As the obe— 
nce of Chriſt is imputed to believers, ſo his 
r{everance in that obedience is to be imputed 
them alſo. And it argues great ignorance of 
covenant of grace and redemption to object 
plaſt it, But to return. 
y the word redemption, we are to under- 
nd, not only a complete deiivery from all 
„ but alſo a full enjoyment of all good both 
ody and foul, I jay both in body and foul : 
r the Lord is for the body; the bodies of the 
ts in this life are temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 
d makes a covenant with the duſt of belie- 
s. After death though worms deſtroy them, 
even 1n their fleſh thall they hereafter ſee 
l fear indeed there are ſome Sadducees 
Pur days, cr at leaſt heretics, who ſay either 
there is no reſurrection of the body, or that 
teſurrection is paſt. already, namely in our 
-Neration, Hence it is, that our Lord's 
coming 
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coming in the fleſh. at the day of judgment, 
denied, and conſequently we mult throw aſide 
the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper. For wh 
ſhould we remember the Lord's death till h 
comes to judgment, when he is already come i 
judge our hearts, and will not come a fecon 
time? But all this is only the reaſoning of u 
learned, unſtable men, who certainly know nc 
what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. Th 
we muſt follow our Lord in our regeneratic 
and be partakers of the new birt, that Chr 
mutt come into our hearts, we freely conte 
and we hope, when ſpeaking of thoſe things, it 
ſpeak no more than what we know and fet 
But then it is plain, that Jeſus Chriſt will com 
hereafter to judgment, and that he aſcend 
into heaven with the body which he had her 
on earth: for ſays he, aſter his reſurrectic 
% handle me, and ſee, a ſpirit has not fleſh an 
bones, as you ſee me have.“ And it is plal 
that Chriſt's reſurrection was an earneſt of ou 


e ſhe 
m 


For ſays the apoſtle, © Chriſt is riſen from u 
dead, and become the firſt fruits of them gr 
ſlept.” And as in Adam all die, and are ſubjWine { 
to mortality, ſo all that are in Chriſt, the ſecoFceed 
Adam, who repreſented believers as their fein 
ral head, ſhall certainly be made alive, that iſt: Ge 
riſe again with their bodies at the laſt day. wa 
Here then, O belicvers! is one, though Wt! c 
loweſt degree of that redemption, which you WF ma 
to be partakers hereatier, I mean the rede. 
tion of your bodies: For this cori uptible nnn th 
put on incorruption, this mortal muſt put on rac: 
mortality. Your bodies as, well as fouls, eat 
given to Jeſus Chriſt by the Father; they g bri 
; 
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nt, Mpeen companions in watching, and faſting, and 
ali praying. Your bodies therefore, as well as 
v ouls, ſhall Jeſus Chriſt raiſe up at the laſt day: 
h ear not therefore, O believers, to look into the 
me rave; for to you it is no other than a conſe— 
econ rated dormitory, where your bodies ſhall fleen 
f unM@uictly till the morning of the r-ſurretion ; 
no hen the voice of the archan agel (hall ſound, and 
The trump of God give the gen-ral alarm, 
rau Ariſe ye gad, any come to judgment,“ carth, 
Chir, fire, water, shall give up your lcattered 
ontehoms, and both; in body and ful ſhall you be 
os, Mer wien the Lord, I doubt nut but many of 
d feelWou are groaning under crazy carcafles, and com- 
con ein otten that the mortal body weighs down 
cendeWe unmortal foul ; Ar leaſt this is my caſe, Bur 
ad hee us have a little p2tience, and we ſhall be de- 
recti vered from our carthly priſens; ere it be long 
eſn ec tabernacles of clay thall be diſſolved, and 
J plal e [hall be cloathed with our houſe, weich is 
of ou en heaven. Hercafter our bodies ſhall be 
om MF itualizel, and ſhall be ſo far from hindering 
m tre {vv1]s throvgh weakacſs, that tlley ſhall be- 
e ſubſeme ſtrong; i ſtrong, as to bear up under an 
e ſecoieccding 80 eternal weizht of glory. Others 
eit feen may have deformed bodics, emaciated 
tha VN cracks, and worn out with labour and "ge. 
ay. t wait a little, till your bleſſed change b 
ough En comes; then your bodies ſhall be renewed 
%% mace glorious, like unto Chriſt's glorious 
reden of which we may forin ſome faint idea, 
ble 09” the account given us of our Lord's trans— 
t on ation on the Mount, when it is faid, “ His 
uls, eat became bright and glittering, and his 
hey b. brighter than tie fun,” Well then may a 
be O bclicver 
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153 Chriſt the 
believer break out into the apoſtles triumphant 
language, ** O death, where is thy ſting? 0 
grave, where is thy victory!“ | 
But what is the redemption of the body, in 
compariſon of the redemption of the better part, 
our ſouls? I muſt therefore ſay to you believers, 
as the angel ſaid to John, Come up hither, and 
let us take as clear a view as we can, at ſuch a 
diftance, of the redemption Chriſt has purchaſed 
for, and will ſhortly put you in actual poſſe ſſion 
of. Already yeu are juſtificd, already vou are 
ſanctified, nd thereby frecd ſrom the guilt ard 
dominion of fin, But, as | obſcrved before, 
the being and indwelling of fin yet remains i 
you: God ſees it proper to leave ſome Amok. 
Kites in the land, to keep his fracl in action, 
The moſt perfect Chriſtian, I am perſuaded, 
mult agree according to one of our arucles 
ee that the corruption of nature remains even i 
the regenerate ; that the fleſh luſteth always 
apainſt the ſpirit, ard the ſpirit againſt the 
ficſh.” So that believers cannot do thing 
for God with that perfection they deſire. Til 
orieves their righteous fouls day by day; an 
' with the holy apoſtle makes them to cry c 
« Who ſhall deliver us from tte body of til 
death?” 1 thark Gd, our Lord Jeſus Chr 
but not completely butore the day of our dill 
lution. Then will tie very being of fin bed 
ſtroyed, and an eternail ſtop put to inbred, l 
dwellivg corrup.ion. And 1s nyt this a git 
redemption? i am ſure believers eſteem i; | 
for there is nothing grieves the heart of a cli 
of God fo much as the remains of indwelling 
Again, believers are Often in heavineſs ihre 
| pA ; maniſd 
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manifold temptations; God ſees that it is need- 
ful and good for them ſo to be. And though 
they may be highly tavoured, and wrapt up in 
communion with God, even to the third heavens, 
yet a meſſenger of Satan is often ſent to buffet 
them, leſt they ſhould be puffed up with the 
abundance of revelations, But be not weary, 
be not faint in your minis; the time of your 
complete redemp ion draweth nigh: In heaven 
the wicked one ſhall ceaſe from troubling you, 
and your weary ſouls ſhall enjoy an everlaſting 
reſt ; his fiery darts cannot reach thoſe bliſstul 
regions; Satan will never come any more to ap- 


pear with, diſturb, or accuſe the fans of God, 


whence once the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhuts the 
door. Your righteous fouls are now grieved, 
day by day, at the ungodiy converfatioa of the 
icked. Tares now grow up among the wheat; 

olves come in ſheeps cloathing; but the re- 

lemption ſpoken of in the text, will free your 
ouls from all anxiety on theſe accounts. Here- 
ler you ſhall enjoy a perfect communion of 
ants; nothing that is unholy or unſanctified 
hall enter into the holy of holies, which 18 pre- 
pired for you above. This, and all manner of 
vil whatſorver, you ſhall be delivered from, 
hen your redemption is hereafter made com- 

& in heaven, Not only fo, but you ſhall en- 

r into the full enjoyment of all good. It is 

ue, all ſaints will not have the ſame degree of 

appineſs, but all will be as happy as their hearts 

an bold, Believers, you ſhall judge evil, and 

miſiarly converſe with good angels; you ſhall 

down with Abraham, lizac, Jacob, and all 

e ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. And to 
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ſum up all your happineſs, in one word, ycu : 
mall tee God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, a 
And by ſeeing God, be more and more like | 
bim, and paſs from glory to glory, even to all 4 
Eternity, | 

But I muſt ſtop: The glories of the upper 4h 


wor'd crowd in fo faſt upon my foul, that I am 
loſt in the contemplation of them, Brethren, f 
the redemption ſpoken of is unutterable; ue be 
cannot here find it out. Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
ear heard, nor has it entered into the hearts o 


the moſt holy men living, to conceive how great oa 
it is. Was I to entertain you whole ages win v 
an account of it, when you come to heaven, youll je, 
mult tay with Sheba, “ Not half, no not ore vi! 
thouſandth part was told us.” All we can a yot 
here, is to go open mount Piſgab, and by the YO. 


eye of faith, take a diſtant view of the promited 
land; we may ſee it, as Abraham did Chr, 
afar off, and rejoice in it, but here we only kn 
in part. Bleſſed be God, there is a time coming, 
when we ſhall know God, even as we att 
known, and God be all in all. Lord Jeſus 
« accompliſh the number of thine elect ! Lui 
„ Jeſus, haſten thy kingdom.“ 

And now, where are the ſcoffers of theſe [a 
days, who count the lives of Chriſtians madnels 
and their end to be without honour 2 Uanbapf/ 
men! you know not what you do, Were yo 
eyes open, and had you ſenſes to diſcern i, 
ritual things, you would not ſpeak all manac!" 
evil againſt the children of God, but you wow 
eltcem-them as the excellent ones of the earl 

and envy their happineſs: Your ſouls ww 


hunger and thirſt after it; you. alſo would p 
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come fools for Chriſt's ſake. You boaſt of wiſ- 
dom; fo did the philoſophers of Corinth; but 
your wiſdom is the fooliſhneſs of folly in the 
ſight of God, What will your wiſdom avail 
you, if it does not make you wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion? Can you, with all your wiſdom, propoſe a 
mare conſiſtent ſcheme to build your hopes of 
ſalvation on, than what has been now laid down 
before you? Can you, with all the ſtrength of 
natural reaſon, find out a better way of accep- 
tance with God, than by the righteouſneſs of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt? Is it right to think your own 
works can in any meaſure deſerve or procure it? 
If nor, Why will you not believe in him? Why 
will you not ſubmit to his righteouſneſs? Can 
you deny that you are fallen creatures? Do not 
you find that you are full of diforders, and that 
theſe diſorders make you unhappy ? Do you not 

find that you cannot change your own hearts? 
Have you not reſolved many and many a time, 

and have not your corruptions yet dominion 
over you? Are you not bond-ſlaves to your luſts, 

and led captive by the Devil at his will? Why 
then will you not come to Chriſt for ſanctifica- 
ton? Do you not defire to die the death of the 

righteous, and that your future ſtate may be 

like theirs ? I am perſuaded you cannot bear the 
thoughts of being annihilated, much leſs of be- 
ing miſerable for ever. Whatever you may 

pretend, if you ſpeak truth, you mult confels, 

that conſcience breaks in upon you in your 

more ſober intervals whether you will or not, 

and even conſtrains you to believe that hell is 
And why then will you not 


eme to Chriſt? He alone can procure you ever- 
' ; Oo 3 


laſting 
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laſting redemption. Flaſte, haſte away to him, 
poor beguiled ſinners. You lack wiſdom; ak 
it of Chriit, who knows but he may give it you? 
He is able. For he is the wiſdom of the Fa. 
ther; he is that wiſdom which was from ever- 
laſting; you have no righteouſneſs, awzy to 
Chriſt ; he is the end of the law for righteouſneſ 
to every one that believeth, You are vunholy; 
fly to the Lord Jeſus; he is full of grace and 
truth, and of his fulneſs all may receive that be- 
lieve ig him. You are afraid to dic; let this 
drive you to Chriſt; he has the keys of death 
and hell: In him is plenteous redemption ; he 
alone can open the door which leads to cver— 
laſting life, Let not therefore the deceived 
realoner boaſt any longer of his pretended re:- 
ſon, Whatever you may think, it is the melt 
unreaſonable thing in the world, not to belicn: 
on J<ſus Chri®, whom God hath ſent, Why, 
why will you die? Why will you not come unto 
him that you may have lite? Oh, evety ons 
that thirlteth, come unto the waters of lite and 
drink freely, Come buy without money and 
without price. Were theſe bleſſed privileges in 
the text to be purchaſed by monty, you might 
fay, we are poor and cannot buy, Or wer 
they to be conferred only on finners of ſuch 4 
rank or degree, then you might ſay, how call 
ſuch ſinners as we expect to be ſo highly favour 
ed? But they are to be freely given of God t 
the worlt of ſinners To us ſays the apoſtle ; i 


me a perſecutor; to you Corinthians, who welf 
unclean, drunkards, covetuus perſons, idolaters 
"Therefore each poor ſinner may ſay then, WII 


unto not me? Has Chriſt but one Nea 
I 
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What if he has bleſſed millions, by turning 
them away from their iniquities, yer he ſtill con- 
tinues the ſame, He lives for ever to make in- 
terceſſion, and therefore will bleſs you, even 
you allo, though Eſau like, you have been pro- 
lane, and hitherto deſpiſed your heavenly Fa- 
ther's birth-right, Even now, if you believe, 
Chriſt will be made to you of God, „ wildom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption,” 
But I muſt turn again to believers, tor whoſe 
inſtruction, as obſerved before, this diſcourfe 
was particularly intended. You fee, brethren, 
partakers of the heavenly calling, what great 
bleſſings are treaſured up for you in Jeſus Chriſt 
your Head, and what you are entitled to by be- 
leving on his name. Take heed therefore, that 
ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are Called, Think ofren how highly you are 
avoured, and remember you have not choſen 
briſt, but Chriſt hath choſen you. Put on (as 
he elect of God) humbleneſs of mind, and 
glory; but oh, let it be only in the Lord; for 
ou have nothing but what you have received 
i God. By nature ye were as fooliſh, as le- 
zal, as unholy, and in as damnable a condition 
$ others, Be pitiful therefore, be courteous, 
nd as ſanQification is a progreſſive work, be- 
are of thinking you have already attained. Let 


Im that is holy be holy (till, knowing that he 


ho is moſt pure in heart, ſhall hereaiter enjoy 
e cleareſt viſion of God. Let indwelling ſin 
© your daily burden, and not only bewail and 
ment, but ſee that you ſubdue it daily by the 
Ver of divine grace, and look up to Jeſus 
MMtinually to be the Finiſher, as well as Au- 
thor 
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thor of your faith. Build not on your own 
faithfulneſs, but on God's unchangeablench, 
Take heed of thinking you ſtand by the povwe 
of your own ſree will, The everlaſting love 0 
God the Father muſt be your only hope and 
conſolation, Let this ſupport you under al 
trials; remember that God's gifts and calling - 
are without repentance; that Chriſt having on 
loved you, will love you to the end. Leih 
conſtrain you to obedience, and make you lon 
and look for that blefled time, when he {ſhi 
not only be your wiſdom, and righteouſnel 
and ſanctification, but alſo complete and eve! 
hſting redemption. 


Glory be to God in the bigheſt. 1 
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SERMON VII. 


THE PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN, 


Luk xvili. 14. 


I TELL YOU THIS MAN WENT DOWN TO HIS HOUSE 
JUSTIFIED RATHER THAN THE OTHER, FOR 
EVERY ONE THAT EXALTETH HIMSELF SHALL 
BE ABASED, AND HE THAT HUMBLETH HIMSELF 
SHALL BE EXALTED, 


HOUGH there be ſome who dare wholly 

deny the Lord Jeſus, and diſbelieve the 
revelation he has been pleaſed to give us, and 
thereby bring upon themſelves ſwift deftruQicn, 
yet I would charicably hope there are but few, 
tany ſuch among you, to whom 1 am now to 
preach the kingdom of God. Was | to alk 
zou, © How you expect io be jultified in the 


“ ſight of an offended God?” 1 ſoppoſe you 


would anſwer only for the ſake of our Lord Je- 
us Chritt, But was I come more home to your 
onſciences, | fear moſt would make the Lord 
clus but in part their Saviour, and go about, as 
t were to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of their own. 
believe this is. not thinking contrary to the 


rightevus 


righteous by nature. It is as natural for us tg 


Ears to- hear, let him hear” what Jeſus Chr 


up to the temple to pray, (and never two mth 
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turn back to a covenant of works, as for the 
ſparks to fly upwards, We have had fo many 
legal, and ſo few free grace preachers for theft 
many years, that mott profeſſors now ſeem to be 
ſettled upon their lees, and rather deſerve the 
title of Phariſees than Chriſtians, 

Thus it was with the generality of the people 
during the time of our Lord's public miniſtra 
tion. And therefore, in almoſt all his diſcourſe, 
he preached the goſpel to poor ſinners, and de 
nounced terrible woes againſt proud, ſelf juli- 
ciaries. The parable, to which the words d 
the text belong, looks both theſe ways; for th 
evangeliſt informs us, ver. 9. that our Lord 
te ſpake it unto certain that truſted in themſrive! 
that they were righteous, and deſpiſcd others. 
And a notable parable it is; a parable wortlW2bt : 
your moſt ſerious attention. © He that hatt 


ſpeaks to all viſible profeſſors in it. 
Ver. 10. Two men,” ſays our Lord, “ wen 


of more oppoſite characters), the one a Pharilet 


and the other a Publican,” The Phariſces we] th« 
the ſtricteſt ſect among the Jews, I was of ar it 
ſtricteſt ſect of the Phariſees, ſays St Faußz the! 
They prayed often, not only fo, but they 1na0uit 
long prayers, and that they might appear As 
traurdinary devout, they would pray at the col feet 
ners of the {treer, where two ways met, that pole! 
ple going or coming, both ways, might fee cu Pmir 
They made broad, as our Lord informs us, Mam 
borders of their philacteries, i, e. they had piece 
of parchment ſewen to their long robes (wt an 
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e are told were wrote) on which ſome parts of 
he ſcripture were w:itten, that people might 
rom thence infer, that they were lovers of the 
aw of God, They were very punctual and ex- 
a in outward purifications, ſo that they waſhed 
t their going out and coming in. 
he waſhing of pots, brazen veſſels, and tables, 
nd many 
They were very zealous for the tradition of the 
athers, and for the obſervation of the rites and 
rremonics of the church, notwichſtanding 
quently made void the law of God by their 


Id, he was not of God, becauſe he had 
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They held 


other ſuch like things they did, 


they 


aditioas. And they were ſo exceeding exact 
the outward obſervation of the Sabbath, that 
ey condemned out Lord for making a little 
lay with his ſpittle, anc! called bim a ſinner, and 
given 
ght to a man born blind, on the Sabbath day, 
or theſe reaſons they were had in high venera- 
vn among the people, who were ſadly miſled by 
tle blind guides. They had therefore, the 
ppermoſt places in the ſynagogues, and greet- 
gs in the market-places, (wiich they loved 
early), and were called of ren, Rabbi, Rabbi. 
mort, they had ſuch a reputation for piety, 
at it became a proverb among the Jews, that 


there were but two men ſ{.ved, the one of them 


uſt be a Phariſee. 


As for the Publicans, it was pot ſo with them: 


leems they were lomctimes Jews, or at leaſt 
ulclytes of the gate; (for we find the one here 
ming up to the temple) ; but fur the generality 
am apt to think they were Gentiles: For they 
ere patherers of the Roman taxes, and uſed 


amas much wealth, (as appears by the cons 
| feſſion 
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feſſion of Zaccheus, one of the chief of chem), 
by wronging men by falſe accuſation. i hey 
were ſo univerſally infamous, chat our Lord 
himſelf tells his diſciples, the excommunicated 
man ſhould be to them *s a Heachen man, or 4 
Publican. And the Phariſces thought a ſuffi 
cient impeachment of our Lord's character, that 
he was a © friend to Pub licans and finners, and 
went to fic dowa with them at meat.” 

But however they diſagreed in other things, 
they agreed in this, viz. that public worſhip is a 
duty incumbent upon all. For they both came 
up to the temple : The very Heathens were ob- 
ſervers of temple-worſhip. We have very early 
notice of mens ſacrificing to, and calling upon 
the name cf the Lord in the Old Teſta en, 
And | find it no way contradicted in the New, 
Our Lord and bis apoſtles went up to the tem- 
ple, and we were commanded by the apoitle, 
ce not to forlake the aſſembling of ourſelves tor 
gender” as the manner of too many is in ou! 

days; and ſuch too, as would have us think well 
of them, though they ſcldom or never tread 
the courts of the Lord's houſe, But though our 
devorions begin in our cloſets, they muit not 
end there: And if people never ſhew tircir devo 
tions abroad, | it ult {uipe&t they have little of 
none at home. Two men went up to the 
temple.” And what went hey thither for? Not 
(as multitudes amongit us do) to make tis 
houſe of God a houſe of merchandize, or iurn ll 
into a den ol theives, much leſs to ridicule tit 
preacher, or diſturb the congregation. No, tit) 
came to the temple, ſays our Lord, to pia. 
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Iſrael go up to talk with, and pour out their 
hearts before the mighty God of Jacob. 

Two men went up to the temple to pray.“ J 
fear one of them forgot his errand. I have of- 
ten been at a loſs what to call the Phariſee's ad- 
dreſs: It certainly does not ceſ-rve the name 
of a-prayer; he may rather be {id to come to 
the temple to boaſt, chan to pray; for 1 do nat 
find one word of conſeſſion of his original guilt ; 
not ene fingle petition for pardon of his paſt 
actual fins, or for grace to help and aſſiſt him 
fur the time to. come. He only brings in God 
as it were a reckoning of his per.orinances, and 
does that, which no fl-th can jultly do, 1 mean, 
glory in his pictence. | | 

Ver. 11. The Paariſ.e ſtood, and praved 
thus with himſelf;. God I thark thee that 1 am 
not as Other men arc, extortioners, unjuſt, adul- 
terers, or even as this Publican.“ 

Our Lord faſt takes notice of his poſture; 
* The Puariſce itcod,” &c.. He is nat to be 
condemned for that; for ſtanding as weil as. 
kneeling, is a proper poſture for prayer: When 
you ſtand praying, ſays our Lord; hough ſome- 
umes our Lord knecied, nay, lay flat on his face 
upon the ground. His apoſlles allo knecled, 
as we read in the Acts; which nas made me 

onder ai ſure, uhr are ſo bigotted to ſtand— 
ug in family, as well zs public payer, that they 
Wil not Knee), notwithitandiug all kneel that 
"ce around them, | fear thece is ſomething of the 

"alice ju this conduct. K:celing and ſtand- 
g are ingifferent, if the knee ot the ſoul be 
ut, and the heart upright towards God. We 


things, 
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things, leſt we offend weak minds. What the 0 
Phariſce is remarked for, is his ſtanding by him- 1 
ſelf; for the words may be rendered, he ſtood by I al 
himtelf upon ſome eminent place, at the upper N 
part of the temple, near the holy of holies, that d 
the congregation might fee what a devout man m 


he was. Or it may be underſtood as we read bt 
it; he prayed by himſelf, or of himſelf, out of Fe 
his own heart, He did not pray by form; it {þ 
was an extempore prayer: For there are many fh 
Phariſees that pray and preach too extempore. fa 
do not ſee why theſe may nut be acquired, as MW be 
well as otter aits and ſciences, A man witha MW th 
good elocution, ready turn of thought, and good be 
memory, may repeat his own or other mens ſcr- ve 
mons, and by the help of a Wilkins or Henry, Ar 
may pray ſeemmgly excellently well, and yet we 
not have the leaſt grain of trut grace in bis cer 
heart, And I ſpeak this not to cry down extein- 
pore prayer, or to diſcourage thoſe dear fouls 
that really pray by the Spirit, I only would 
hereby give a word of reproof to thoſe who are 
fo bigotted to extempore prayer, that they con- 
demn, at leaſt judge all that uſe forms, as thougi 
not ſo holy and heavenly es others who pra} 
vithout them. Alas! this is wrong; not cveij 
one that prays extempore is a ſpiritual, 1:0! 
every obe that prays with a form, a formal mall 
Let us not judge one another; let not him that 
uſes a form, judge him that prays extemport, 
on that account; and let not him that prays ex 
tempore, deſpiſe him that uſes a form, © The 
Phariſee ſtood and prayed thus by himſelf 
Which may ſignify allo praying inwardly 10 bs 


hear* ; for there is a way (and that an excellel 
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one too) of praying when we do not ſpeak» 
Thus Anna prayed when *ſhe ſpoke not out 
aloud, only her lips moved Thus God fays to 
Moſes, © Why crieft thou,” when it is plain be 
did not ſpeak a word, This is what the apoſtle 
means by the © Spirit making interceſſion for 
believers with groanings that cannot be uttered.” 
For there are times when the ſoul is too big tv 
ſpeak. When God fills it, as it were, and over- 
ſhadows it with his preſence, ſo that it can only 
tall down, worſhip, adore, and lie in the duſt 
before the Lord. Again, there is a time when 
the foul is benumbed, barren, and dry, and che 


| believer has not a word to ſay to his dear hea- 


venly Father, and thenithe heart only can ſpeak. 
And I mention this for the encouragement of 
weak Chriſtians, who think they never are ac- 
cepted, but when they have a flow of words, 
and fancy they do not pieaſe God at rac bottom, 
for no other reaſon, but becauſe they do not 
pleaſe themlelves. Such would do well to con- 
lider that God knows the language of the heart, 
and the mind of the ſpitit, and that we make 
ule of words not to inform God, but to affect 
ourſelves, Whenever therefore any of you fiad 
yourſelves in ſuch a {rame, be not diſcouraged ; 
offer yourſclves up in ſilence before God, as clay 
in the hands of the potter, for him to write and 
ſtamp his own divine image upon your ſouls, 
But 1 velieve the Phariſee Knew nothing of this 
way Of prayer; he was ſelf-righteous, a itranger 
to the divine life, and therefore either of the 
former explanations may be belt put upoa theſe 
words. © He ſtood end prayed thus with him- 
lelf,, God L thank thee that LI am not as other 
4 P 2 | men 


— — — 
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men are, extortioner, unjuſt, adulterer, or even 
as this Publican,” Here is ſome appearance of 
devotion, but it is only in appearance, To 
thank Gcd that we are not extortioners, unjuit, 
adulterers, and as wicked in cur practices as o- 
ther men are, is certainly meet right, and our 
bouncen duty, For whatever degrees of £00: 
ne is there may be in us, more than in others, it 
is owing to Goa's reſtraining, preventing, and aſ. 
ſiſting grace · We are all equally conceived and 
born in fin; are equally fallen ſhort of the glos) 
of God, and liable to all the curſes and malc- 
dict.ons of the law, fo that he that glorieth muit 
glory only in the Lord; for none of us hare 
any thing we did not receive; and whatever we 
have received, we did not in the leaſt merit it, or 
could we lay the laſt claim to it on any accoun: 
whatever: We are wholly indebted to free grace 
for all, Had tte Phariſce thought thus, when 
he ſaid, God I thank thee that I am not as 
other men are,” it would have been an excellent 
introduction to his prayer. But he was a free- 
willer, as well as ſeif-righteous, (ſo he that 18 
one mult be the other), and thought by his ow 
power and ſtrength, he had kept himſelf from 
thele vices; and yet I do not ſce what zealun be 
had to truſt in himſelf that he was rightecus, 
merely becauſe he was not an extortioner, ut 
juſt, 2dulterer ; for all this while he might be, 3 
he certainly was, (as is alſo every ſelt-rightcous 
perſon), as proud as the Devil. But he not on! 


\ boaſts, but lies before God (as all felf-juſticiar!!s 


will be found liars here or hereafter). H* 
thanks God that be was not unjuſt ; but is it 80 
an act of the higheſt injuſtice to rob God of l 
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prerogative? Is it not an act of injuſtice to judge 
our neighbour? And yet of both theſe crimes 
this ſelf-righteous vaunter is guilty; “ Even as 
this Publican,” He ſeems ſeems to ſpeak with 
the utmoſt dildain : “ This Publican,” Perhaps 
he pointed at the poor man, that others might 
treat him with the like contempt, Thou proud, 
confident boaſter, What hadſt thou to do with 
that poor Publican ? Suppoſing other Publicans 
were unjuſt, and extortioners, did it therefore 
follow that he muſt be ſo? Or if he had been 
ſuch a finner, How knoweit thou but he has re- 
pented of thoſe fins? His coming vp to the tem- 
ple to pray, is one good fign of a reformation 
at leaſt, Thou art therefore inexcuſable, O 
Phariſee, who thus judgeſt the Publican ; for 
thou that judgeſt him to be unjuſt, art in the 
very act of judging, unjuſt thyſelt; thy ſacrifice 
is only the ſacrifice of a fool, 
We have ſeen then what the Phariſee's nega- 
tive goodneſs comes to; I think nothing at all: 
Let us ſee how far his poſitive goodneſs extends. 
For if we are truly religious,. we ſhall not only 
elchew evil, but alſo do good, “ faſt,“ ſays he, 
twice in the week; 1 give tithes of all that I. 
poſſeſs.“ 
The Phariſee is not here condemned for his 
falting, for faſting is a Chriſtian duty. When 
you faſt,“ ſays our Lord, thereby taking it for 
granted that his diſciples would faſt, And“ when 
the Bridegroom {hall be taken away, then ſhall 
ex faſt in thoſe days.“ In falting often,” 
ays the apoſtle, and all that would not be caſt- 
Ways, will take care as their privilege, without 


legal conſtraint, ro * keep their bodies under, 
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heaven, which he knew was God's throne. Poot 
heart! what did he feel at this time? None but 
returning Publicans, like himſelf, can tell 
Methinks I ſee him ſtanding afar off, penſye ad 
oppreſſed, and even overwhelmed with forrouW.1F. : 
ſometimes he attempts to look up; but thenWijc 1 
thinks he, the heavens are unclean in God hold! 
fight, and the very angels are charged wit... 
folly, how then ſhall a wretch as I dare to liW:,; 
vp my guilty head } And to ſhew that his hehe u 
was full of holy ſelf-reſentment, and that he ſor }, 
rowed after a godly ſort, he ſmote upon eas! 
breaſt, the word in the original implies, that Mread 
ſtruck hard upon his breaſt : For he will lay , 
blame upon none but his own wicked heat at! 
He will not, like unhumble Adam, tacitly |: ing 
the fault of his vileneſs upon God, and fay, «ti dei! 
paſſions which thou gaveſt me, they deceiveiion 
me, and I finned.” He is too penitent thus Mere 
reproach his Maker. He ſmites upon his bre fro 
his treacherous, ungrateful, deſperately wick War: 
breaſt, A breaſt now ready to burſt, and Mat h 
length, ou of the abundance of his heart, Whulte 
doubt not, with many tears, he at laſt crics 0Viſele « 
© God be merciful to me a ſinner,” Not 60 en e 
be merciful to yonder proud Pharifee ; he fou t- 
enough in himſelf to vent his reſentment aganyd t 
without looking abroad upon others. Not C cri; 
be merciful to me a ſaint; for he knew all..“ 
righteouſneſſes were but filthy rags, Not OW Thi 
be merciful to ſuch or ſuch a one, but God pra 
merciful to me, even to me a ſinner ; a ſinner Marte 
birth; a ſinner in thought, word, and deed; iſ Le 
finner as to my perſon; a finnew as to all "im a 
performances; a finger in whom is no be 


* 
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Pooh whom dwelleth no good thing; a ſinner poor 
ne buYniſerable, blind, and naked, from the crown of 
1 tellMWhe head to the ſole of the feet, full of wounds, 
nliveWrd bruiſes, and putrifying ſores; a felf-accuſed, 
orrowe. if. condemned finner. What think you? Would 
t then his Publican been oftended if any miniſter had 
Gol'Mold him he deſerved to be damned? Would he 
1 witiW:ve been angry if any one had told him that by 
to liW:ture he was half a devil and half a beaſt? No; 
s heuße would have confeſſed a thouſand hells to 
he lore have been his due, and that he was an earthly, 
on eagly, deviliſn ſinner. He felt now what a 
that read ful thing it was to depart from the living 


lay Mod,; te felt that he was inexcuſable every way, 
| hea Wat he could in no wiſe, upon account of any 
iy ing in himſelf, be juſtified in the ſight of God, 
y, hd therefore lays himſelf at the feer of fove- 
ecc1vion mercy, © God be merciful to me a {iiner,” 
thus Were is no confidence in the fleth; no plea fetch- 
breußz trom -tafting, paying tithes, or the perfor- 
wickWarce of any other duty. Here is no boaſting, 


and 1 
heart, 
ries ol 
lot 60 
e foul 


at he was not an extortioner, unjuſt, or an 
ulterer. Perhaps he had been guilty of all 
ele crimes, at leaſt he knew he thould have 
en guilty of all theſe had he been left to fol- 
the devices and deſires of his own heart; 


t ag 0d therefore, with a broken and contrite ſpirit, 
Not cries out, © Gud be merciful to me a ſin- 
„all..“ | 

lot 0M This man came up to the temple to pray, and 
God i prayed indeed. And a broken and contrite 
inner art God will not deſpiſe. © 1 tell you,” ſays 


deed; 
o alt l 
o heals 


r Lord; I who lay in the boſom of the Father 
mall eternity; | who am God, and therefore 
ow all things ; I who can neither deceive, nor 

| 1: BY 


158 The Phariſie and Publican. Serm. VII erm. 


be deceived, whoſe judgment is according ffere 
right, I tell you, whatever you may think of Hank 
or of me for telling you ſo, this man, this PubliWther 
can, this deſpiſed, ſinful, but broken hearteFWat tl 
man, went down to his houſe juſtified (acquiue Hees; 
and looked upon as righteous in the ſight Me ſel 
God) rather than the other. nder 

Let. Phariſces take heed that they do not perWicou 
vert this text, For when it is ſaid, „ this mu flere 


went down to his houle juſtified rather than t to 
other.“ Our Lord does not mean that bot]Went t 
were juſtifted, and that the Publican had ratiqinal 
more juſtification than the Phariſee, But it inWent. 
plies, cither that the Publican was actually jul aba 
fied, but the Phariſee was not; or, that the Pulte 
lican was in a better way for juſtification, or il Eve 
a better frame to receive it, than the Pnarie gh © 
According to our Lord's ſaying, * The PublCter 
cans and harlots enter into the kingdom of hat cx 
ven before you,” That the Phariſee was e th 
juſtified is certain; for God reſiſteth the provhſÞt re 
and that the Publican was at this time ac:ualig tt 
juſtified, (and perhaps went home with a feen 
of it in his heart) we have great reaſon to iu ltere 
from the latter part of the text, For every d 
that exalteth himſelf ſhall be abafed, and he Hk, 
humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted,” t ſha 
The parable therefore now ſpeaks. to an th 
hear me this day; for that our Lord. intendei Hels, 
for our learning is evident from his making fes 
a general application, « For every one,“ ſays ' d 
ce that exalteth himſelt ſhall be abaſed, and" ll b 
that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted.” abo 
The parable of the Publican and Phariſt by 


but as it were a glaſs wherein we may ” | 
- - diſtele 


MA 
1 ankind may be divided into two general claſſes, 
P ubliWther they truſt wholly in themſelves, or in part, 
eatte at they are righteous, and then they are Pha- 
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zuitte( ſees; or they have no confidence in the fleſh, 
ght oe ſelf- condemned ſinners, and then they come 


nder the character of the Publican juſt now 


ot peſcourſed of. And we may add alſo, that the 
is maWicrent reception theſe men met with, points 
jan Ut to us in lively colours, the different treat- 
t boifhent the ſelf-juſticiary and ſelf- condemned cri- 


rath 
t it im 
Ly jut 


inal will meet with at the terrible day of judg- 
ent. Every one that exalts himſelf ſhall 
abaſed, but he that humbleth himſelf ſhall be 


fo Pub alted.“ 

n, ot Every one, without exception, young or old, 

natile ch or low, rich or poor, (far God is no re- 

- PublWccer of perſons), every one, whoſoever he be, 

of beat exalteth himſelf, and nor free grace, every 

vas e that truſteth in himſelf that he 18 rightevwus, 
prou kt relts in his duties, or thinks to join them 


th the righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt for uſtifi- 
ion in the ſight of God, though he be no a- 
Iterer, no extortioner, though he he not out- 
idly unjuſt, nay, though he faſt twice in the 


actual 
h a fell 
to ill 
very 0 
he ti 


) al n that know him here, and before men and 


-cndelWWels, and God himſelf, when Jeſus Chritt 
ing "es to appear in judgment hereafter, How 
„ (ys! None but the Almighty Ga can cell ; he 
and iP"! be abaſed to live with devils, and make 


abode in the loweſt hell. for evermore. 

Hear this, all ye ſelf-juſticiaries, tremble and 
d your doom! A dreadful doom, more 
dreadful 


7 


hariſee 
ſce l 
7 if 


fferent diſpoſition of all mankjad, For all 


ck, and gives tithes of all that he poſſeſſes, 
t ſhall he be abaſed in the fight of all good 
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to you, Curſed are you when you go out; cu 


in the fight of men; however you mzy be |i 
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dreadful} than words can expreſs, or thought 
conceive, If you refuſe to humble yourſelves it 
after hearing this parable, I call heaven and go 
earth to witneſs againſt you this, day, that Golf ing 
ſhall viſit you with all his ſtorms, and pour ale 
the vials of his wrath upon your rebellious he ng: 
You exalted yourſelves here, and God hail ! eere 
baſe you hereafter. . You are as proud as u kin. 
Devil, and with devils ſhall you duell to al era. 
ternity, Be not deceived ; God is not mocked Mhle 
he ſces your hearts; he knows all things; and 
notwithſtanding you my come up to the icmpl 
to pray, your prayers are turned into fin, and you 
go down to your houſes unjuſtified, if you are 
felf-juſticiarics. And do you know what iti 
to be unjuſtified ? Why, if you are unjuilificd 
the wrath of God abideth upon you, You at 
in your blood; all the curſes of the law Helo 


led are you when you come in; curſrd arc yo! 
thoughts, curied are your words, curled are 50 
deeds; every thing you do, lay, or think, tro: 
morning 10 night, is orgly-the continued felle 
of fin. However highly you may be eſtecue 


noured with the uppermoſt ſeais in tie {yi 
gOgUu:s in the church miitiant, you will tavell 
place in the churca triumphent. Humble you 
telves therefore under the mighty hand of Gol 
Pull down every telf-rightevus thought, 4% 
every proud imagination, that now exel!eth | 
ſelf againit the perfect, perſonal, imputed 7 
oulneis of dear Lord Jeſus; for he, and bei 
lone that humbleth himſelf thall be exalted. 
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He that humbleth himſelf, whatever he be. 
If inſtead of falting twice in the week, he has 
got drunk twice in the week, If in dead of glv- 
ing tithes of all that he poſſeſſes, has cli-a; 0 
the miniſter of his tithes, and k ng of his taxes 
notwichſtanding he be unjuſt, extortioner, adul- 


nale erer, nay, notwithſtanding rhe fins of all m an- 


as the kind be centered and united in him, vet if thro? 
all grace, like the Publican, he is enabled hum— 
xckedMble himſelf, he ſhall be exited, Not in a teia— 
3 anGporal manner; for Chriſtians mult racher expect 
tempco be abaſed, and to have their names calt out 


nd Jes evil, and to lay dowa their vel fort Cheiſt 
ou eus in this world. But he thall be exalted in 
at it Wa ſpiritual ſenſe; he mall be freely juſtified from 


i: iſco his fins by the blood of Jeſus, He (hall 


ou have peace with God, a peace which past zh all 
belon nderfland:ng, Net only peice, but jy in be— 
it; cuſhiering. He ſhall be tranſl :<£d fre m che King- 
re ogom of Sa atan, to the kingtom of God's dar 


re y OW 
K, {ro 
d fer 
{teu 
be hi 


don, He ſhall dwcll in Cariſt, and Chriſt in 
Im. He ſhall! be on: wita Chriſt, and Carut 
ne with him. He mall drink of divine plea- 
ures, as out of a river. He ſnall be ſanftificd 
hrougnout Li ſpirit, Hul, and DAY, In one 


e haggord, he ſhall we une wich all tlie kolnetz of 
hae od. Thus ſhall the man that huambleth lime 
le Jy ll be exalted . But ch, how lig n fall he 


of Go cxalted hercalter! As big! as the highelt hea- 


ht, Mes, even to the right hand of Gods There 
„eth ie wan fic happy boch in tout aud body, and 
ed righ 8e angels, high cut of tue reach of ail fin 
ind hes d trouble, e: ernally ſecure from all danger of 


Ited- 


ling, 0 ſinners, did you but know 119W 
ghly God inteci.ds to exalt thule who humble 
Q themſelves, 
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themſelves, and believe in Jeſus, ſurely you ou 
would humble yourſelves, at leaſt beg of God II yo! 
to humble you, For it is he that muſt ſtrike W Pu 
the rock of your hearts, ard cauſe floods of con- ſhe 
trite tears to flow out therefrom. And 0 that ¶ Bu 
God would give this ſermon ſuch a coma iſſion W Ev 
as he once gave the rod of Moſes! 1 w ud you 
ſtrike you tkrough aud through with the 10d kne 
of his word, till each of you was brought to en wo! 
out with the poor Publican, „God be merciful ¶ ple 
to me a ſinner,” What pleafant language the. 
would this be in the cars of the Loid of Sab- WM you 
baoth! Are there no poor ſit ners among you? I Ho- 
What, are you all Phariſees? Surely you cannot You 
bear the thoughts of returning home unjuſtifhed, ou 
can you? what if a fit of the apoplexy ſhould I alt! 
ſcize you, and your fouls be hurried away betore n- 
the awful judge of quick and dead? What will i] Jeſu 
you do withcut Chriſt's righteouſneſs ? If you JW a 
go out of the world urjuſtificd, you mult te- 
main ſo for ever, Oh chat you would humble 
yourſelves, then would the Lord exalt you. |! 
may be, that whilſt l am ſpeaking, the Lord 
migkt juſtiſy you freely by his grace, I obler- 
ved, that perhaps the Publican had a ſenſe dc 
his juſtification before he went from the temple 
and knew that t.is parden was fealed in heave 
And who knows but you may be thus exalte! 
before you go Lome, if vou humble yourſelves! 
Oh, what peace, love, aud joy would you ib! 
feel in ycur hearts! You W Huld have a heave 
upon earth, Oh that I could hear any of) 
ſay, (as 1 once Leard a pcor ſinner under u 
preaching cry out), “ He is come, He is come. 
How would you then, like him, extol a py 
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ous Chriſt, a free-hearted Chriſt? How would 
you magnify him for being ſuch a friend to 
Publicans and ſinners? Greater love can no man 
ſhew, than to lay down his life for a friend, 
But Chriſt laid down his life for his enemies: 
Even for you, if you are enabled to humble 
yourſelves, as the Publican did. Sinners, I 


know not how to leave of talking wich you; IL 
would fill my mouth with arguments; I would 


plead with you, Come let us reaſon toge- 


ther;“ though your fias be as ſcarlet, yet, it 
you humble yourſelves, they ſhall be white as 


now. One act of true faith in Chriit juſtifies 


you for ever and ever, He has nat promiſed. 


you what he cannot perform: He is able to ex- 
alt you; for God hath exalted, and given him 
a name above every name, that at the name of 
Jeſus every knee ſhalt bow. 
exalted him to be not only a Piince, but a Sa- 
viour, May he be a Saviour to you, and then 


I ſhall have reaſon to rejoice, in che day of 
Judgment, that I have not preached in vain, 


and laboured in yats, 


— 


Nay, God hath 
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SERMON 


VIII. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVINCING THE 
WORLD OF SIN, RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
AND JUDGMENT. 


Joh xvi. 8. 


AND WHEN HE IS COME, HE WILL REPRO VE THE 
WORLD OF SIN, AND OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND 
OF JUDGMENT, 


HESE words contain part of a gracious 
promiſe which the blefled Jeſus was ples. 

ſ-d to make to his weeping and ſorrou ful il 
ciples. The time was now drawing near, in 
vhich the Son of man was firſt to be lifted upon 
the croſs, and afterwards to heaven, Kind, ob 
wondrous kind! had this merciful high pri 
been to his diſciples during the time of his . 
| bernacling amongſt them. He had compafiiol 
on their infirmities, anſwered for them when ab 
ſaulted by their enemies, and ſet them rig 
when out of the way, either in principle or prac 
'tice, He neither called or uſed them as {tt 
vants, but friends, and he revealed his ſecret 
to them from time to time. He opened the! 


underſtandings, that they might underſtand tif 
{cr1pturth 


ſcriptures, explained to them the hidden my- 
ſteries of the king om of God, when he ſpoke 
to others in parabl.s, Nay, e became the ſer- 
vant of them all, and even condeſcended to waſh 
their feet, Th thoughts of parting with ſo 
dear and loving a maſter as this, eſpecially for a 
long ſcaſon, mult needs affect them much. When 


Eos a certain occaſion he intended to be abſent 


58, from them only for a night, we are told. he was 
obliged to conſtrain them to leave him, No 


wonder then, that when he. now informed them, 


he mult entirely go away, and that the Phariſees 


in his abſence ſhould put them out of their ſyna- 


gogues, and excommuaicate them, yea, that the 
time ſhould come, that wheſyever killed them 


ſhould think they did God ſervice. (A pro- 
phecy one would imagine in an cſpecial manner 


deligned for the ſuffering miniſters of this gene- 


= | 
55 their hearts, “ Becauſe I have ſaid theſe things 
d unto you,” ſays our Lord, ſorrow hath filled 


+ il 
1 cal; their hearts were ſo full of concern, that 
1d, oh they were ready to burſt. In order therefore to 
prict reconcile. them to this mournful diſpenſation, 
luis ta: our dear and compaſſionate Redeemer ſhews 
-aſlion bem the neceſſicy he lay under to leave them. 
\- u. Neverthelels, ſays he, I tell you the truth; it 
rigbt is expedient for you that I go away: As though 
r prac- be bad ſaid, Think not, my dear diſc;ples, that 
as let. leave you out of anger. No, it is for your 
ſecreis lakes, for your profit, that I go away; for if l 
their S0 not away, if 1 gie not upon the crois for your 
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ration). No wonder, I ſay, conſidering all this, 
that we are told, ver. 6. That ſorrow had filled 


your hearts.“ The expreſſion is very emphati- 


ins, and riſe again for your juſtification, and aſ- 
ptufch | 4 . cend 
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Ghoſt came down, as a mighty ruſhing wine, 


God ſhall call. 
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cend into heaven to mike interceſſion, and pl:ad ele. 
my merits before my Father's throne, the Com. e 
forter, the Holy Ghoſt, will not, cannot come : 
unto you, But if! depart, | will ſend him onto M* 
you. And that they might know what he was MW « 
to do, © When ke is come,” ſays our Lord, eg v 
will reprove the world of fin, and of righteoul. as. 
neſs, and of judgment,” "2 

The perſon then referred to in the words of I 
the text, is plainly the Comforter, the Ho! Mor t 
Ghoſt, and the pi. omiſe was firlt made to our iece 
Lord's apoſtles, Bur though it was primarily will 
made to them, and was literally and remarkavly Wi 
fulfilied at the day of Pentecoſt, when the Holy 


and alſo when three thouſand were pricked to 

the heart by Peter's preaching ;' yet, as the a- 
poſiles were the repreſentatives of the waole 
body cf believers, we muſt infer that this pre— 
miſe muſt ke locked upon as ſpoken to us and 
to Gur children, and to as many as the Lord vu 


My c:fign from theſe words at preſent, is to 
ſhew the manner in which the Holy Gol ge- 
nerally works upon ihe hearts of uloie, , 
through grace, are made veſſels of mercy, au 
tranflared from the kingdom of darkucſs, inte 
the kingdog of God's dear Son. : 

I jay generally: 1320 as God is a foverign hr 
gent, tis ſacred 8 Spirit bluweth not only dn 
whom, but when and how it 1ſtetn. There. 
{ore, far be it from me to confine the Almig't) 
to one way of acting, or ſay, that all undeigo 91 
equal degrec of conviction. No, there: is a h 


varicty in God's methods of calling bone in 
check 


{ 
1 i f a 
{3 w a 
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elect. But this we may affirm aſſuredly, © that 
« wherever there is a work of trug conviction 
« and converſion wrought upon a finner's heart, 
© the Holy Ghoſt, whether by a greater or leis 
« degree of inward ſoul-trouble, does that 
« which our Lord Jeſus tells the diſciples in the 
« words of the text, that he ſhould do when he 
* came.” 

If any of you here ridicule inward religion, 
or think there is no ſuch thing as our feeling or 
receiving the Holy Ghoſt, 1 fear my preaching 
will be quite fooliſhneſs to you, and that you 
will underſtand me no more, than if I ſpoke to 
you in an unknown tongue. But as the promiſe 
in the text is made to the worid, and as I know 
it will be tulfiliing till time ſhall be no more, I 
Hall proceed to explain the general way, where- 
dy the Holy Gnoſt works upon every converted 
inner's heart; and I hope that the Lord, even 

hilſt, I am ſpeaking, may be pleaſed to fulfil it 
in many of your hearts. And when he is come, 
be will reprove the world of fin, of righteous 
tis, and of judgment,” 

The word which we tranſlate reprove, ought 
o be rendered convince, and in the original it 
mplies a conviction by way of argumentation, 
Ind coming «1th a power upon the mind equal 
da demonttratiin, A creat many ſcoffers of 
geſe laſt days, will aſk ſuch as they term pre- 
Enders to the Spirit, now they feel the Spirit, 
nd how they knuw the Spirit? They might as 
Fell aſk, how they Know, and huw tary feel the 
un when it thincs upon the budy ? For with e- 
ua power and demonſtration does the Spirit 
God work upon and convince the ſoul, 

And, 
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And, firſt, It convinces of ſin; and generally nor 
of ſome enormous fin, the worſt perhaps the Spi 
convicted perſon ever was guilty of. Tru tem 
when our Lord was converſing with the woman« 7 
of Samaria, he convinced her firſt of her adul-F you 
try, Woman, ſays he, go call thy kufb2and-Mera 
Then the woman avſwered,. and ſaid, I have no (un 
buſband. Jeſus ſaid unto her, Thou haſt welle 
ſard I have no kuſband ;. for thou haſt had fye not 
huſbands, and he whom thou now halt is nas 
thy huſband s In this ſaid thou truly.“ Wit 
this there went ſuch a powerful conviction of al 
her other actual fins, that ſoon after ſhe ** let: 
her water-pot, and went her way into the cih, 
and ſaid to the men, Come, and ſee a man that 
told me all things. that ever I did: Is not th 
the Chriſt?” Thus our Lord alſo dealt with tht 
perſecutor Saul; he convinced him firſt of in: 
horrid fin of perſecution, “ Saul, Sav}, wi 
perſecuteſt thou. me?” Such a ſenſe of all bi 
other ſius, in all probability, at the ſame tn 
revived in his mind, that immediately ke died; 
that is, died to all his falſe confidences, aud wal 
thrown into ſuch an agony of ſou}, that he co! 
tin ued three days, and neither did eat or drink 
This is the method the Spirit of God general 
takes in dealing with ſinners ;, he firſt convince 
them of ſome heinous, actual fin, and at ' 
ſame time brings all their other fins into reme® 
brance, and as it were ſets them in battle art 
before them: © When he is come, he will 
prove the world of ſin.” 

And was it ever thus with you, my dear bt! 
rers? (For | muſt queſtion you as 1 go lv" 
becauſe I intend, by the divine help, to my 
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rally not only to your heads but your hearts) Did the 
s the Spirit of God ever bring all your fins thus to 
Tru remembrance, and make you cry out to God, 
Oman; © Thou wriceſt bitter things againſt me?“ Did 
adu- your actual fins ever appear before you, as tho' 
nc—Mcdrawn in a map? If not, you have great reaſon 
Ve nol (unleſs you are ſanctified from the womb) to 
t welgſoſpect that you are not convicted, much more 
d fiveEſWroc converted, and that the promiſe of the text 
is na vas never yet fulfilled in your hearts. 

Further: When the Comforter comes into a 
ſinner's heart, though it generally convinces the 
ſinner of his actual ſin firſt, yet it Jeads him to 


e cih ee and bewail his ariginal fin, the fountain from 
m thaßgshich all theſe poliuted ſtreams flow, 

ort Though every thing in earth, air, and water, 
ith theevery thing both without and within, concur to 
of Hove the truth of that aſſertion in the ſcripture, 
|, iz. that © in Adam we all have died:” yer 
all gnoſt are ſo hardened, through the deccitfulneſs 
e UNS fin, that notwithſtanding they may give an 
e dicd;Wllent to the truth of that propoſition in their 
ud walicads, yer they never felt it really in ther 


he coloiearis, Nay, ſome in words proteſſedly deny 
- drink, though their works, too, too plainly prove 
-neral\MWbcm to be degenerate ſons of a degenerate fa- 
nvincogier. But when the Comforter the Spirit of 
at Med arreſts a finner, and convinces him of fin, all 


remeNganal reaſoning againſt original corruption, e- 
le aagery proud and high imagination, which exalt- 
I itſelf againſt that doctrine, is immediately 
on down, and he is made to cry out, © Who 
all deliver me from the body of this death?“ 
e now finds that concupiſcence is ſin; and 
Xs not ſo much be wail his actual fins, as the 
inward 
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frorter never yet came effectually into your ſouls: 
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inward perverſeneſs of his heart, which he now our 
finds not only to be an enemy to, but alſo di- Wtern 
rect enmity againſt God. into 
And did the Comforter, my dear friends, ever Wfallc 
come with ſuch conviscing power as this intoWhis 
your hearts? Were you ever made to ſee and that 
tee], that in your fleſh dwelleth no good thing ? Nins; 
That you are conceived and born in fin; tha cdeſe 
you are by nature children of wrath ; that GodWprof 
would be juſt if he damned you, though youMeark 
never committed an actual ſin in your lives? SofWena(] 
often as you have been at church and ſacrament Ml 
did you ever feelingly confels, that there was no 
health in you; that the remembrance of your 
original and actual ſins was grievous unto you, 
and the burden of them intolerable ? If not, you 
have been. only offering God vain oblations, 
You never yet prayed in your lives; the Com 


Conſequently you are not in the faith propeih 
fo called. No, you are at preſent in a ſtate d 
death and damnation. 

Thirdly, The Comforter, when he comes el. 
fectually to work upon a (inner, not only cos 
vinces him of the fin of his nature, the fin of hi 
lite, but alſo the fin of his duties, 

We all naturally are legaliſts, thinking tobe 
juſtificd by the works of: the law; when ont 
what awakened by the terrors of the Loro, 
immediately, like the Phariſees of old, go abo 
to eſtabliſh dur own righteouſneſs, and think . 
ſhall find acceptance with God, it we ſeek it W. 
tears. Finding ourſelves damned by nato 
and our actual fins, we then think to recommti 


ourſeives to God by our duties, and hop: © 
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our doings of one kind or another, to inherit e- 
ternal life, But whenever the Comforrer comes 
into the heart, it convinces the ſoul of theſe 
falle reſts, and makes the ſinner to ſee that all 
his righteouſn: fles are but as filthy rags, and 
that his beft works are but ſo many ſplendid 
ſins; and that for the moſt pompous lervices, he 
delerves no better a doom than that of the un- 
profitable ſervant, viz, to be thrown into outer 
darkneſs, where is weeping, and wailing, and 
pnaſhing of teeth. | 

And was tnis degree of conviction ever 
rought in any of your ſouls ? Did the Comfor- 
er ever come into your hearts, fo as as to make 
you ſick of your duties as well as your fins? 
ere you ever, with the great apoſtle of the 
entiſes, made to abhor your own righteouſneſs, 
which is by the law, and acknowledge that you 
lelerve to be damned, though you ſhould give 
Il your goods to feed the poor? Were you made 
o fee] that your very repentance needed to be 
epented of, and that every thing in yourſelves 
but dung and droſs? And that all the argu- 
ents you can fetch for mercy, muſt be out of 
he heart, and pure unmerited love of God? Were 
ou ever mace to lie at the feet of ſovereign 
race, and to ſay, ©* Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
mayſt ſave-me, if not, thou mayſt juſtly damn 
me: I have nothing to plead, I can in no 
wiſe juſtify myſelf is thy fight: my beſt per- 
lormances 1 ſce will condemn me; and all 
have to depend upon, is thy free grace ?” 
bat ſay you? Was this ever, or is tnis now 


en ſrequenily at thr temple ; but did you ever 


e habitual language of your hearts? You havg, 


approach 


A 
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approach it in the temper of the poor Publican; Wl © 
and after you have done all, acknowledge that MW anc 
you have done nothing. And upon a feeling ble, 
experimental ienſe of your own unwortkin:{s W wit! 
and ſinfulneſs, every way ſmite upon pour not 
brealils, and ſay, “God be merciful to vs f- bee. 
ners?“ If vou never were thus minded, tie Sup 
Comforter never yet effectually came into your Wc 
ſouls; you are out of Chrilt, and if God ſhould Mc / 
require your ſouls in that condition, he wouldMe q 
be no better to you than a conſuming, fire, you 

Bur there is a fourth fin, which the Confor. as 2 
ter, when he comes, convinces the foul of, nov, 
which alone (it is very remarkable) our Lord <<), 
mentions, as though it was the only fin woril hc 
mentioning ; for indeed it is the root of al! utherMChe; 
firs watfocver ; It is the reigning, as well 28Meciy, 
damning fin.of the world. And what ow chas « 
you imagine that fin may be? lt is that cutl:d 
ſin, that root of all other evils, I mean tre fin 
of unbelief. © Of ſin,” ſays our Lord, ver. 9. 
ce hecaule they be lic ved not in me.“ 

But does the Chriſtian world, and conle- 
quently any of you that car me this day, wall 
the Holy Ghoſt to convice you of wunbelict! 
Are there any infidels here? Yes, (on! that! 
had not too great reaſon to thi:k ſo), | feat 
moſt are ſuch; not indeed ſuch infideis as pro 
feſſcdly deny tie Lord that bought us; (chougt 
I fear too many even of ſuch monſters are n 
every country; but I mean ſuch unbe ice 
that have no more faith in Chriſt than the de- 
viis themlelves. Perhaps you may think 50 
believe, becauſe you repeat the creed, or lub- 


ſcribe to a confeſſion of taich; becauſe you £0 
to 
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can; to church or meeting, receive the ſacrament, 
that I and are taken into full communion. Theſe are 
cling bleſſed privileges; but all this may be done, 
10-1; W without our being true believers: And | know 
your W not how to detect your falſe hypocritical faith 
ur better, than by putting to you this queſtion, 
» (© WSuppoſe I was to aſk you, Huw long have 
your © you believed?“ Would not muſt of you tay, 
od As long as we can remember, we never did 4 
odds diſbelieve.“ Then chs is a certain fign that þ 
you have no true faith at all, No, not ſo much bg 
th. as a grain of muſtard ſcei; for if you believe f 
, now, (unleſs you were ſanctificd in your infan- 
Lord cy), you muſt know tht there was a time in 
wor hich you did not believe on the Lord Jeſus 
010 Chriſt, And the Holy Ghoſt, it ever you re- 
ell Nccived it, convinced you of this, Eternal truch 
Ow 0 has declared, „ wien he is come, he will con- 
cußtahence the world ol fin, becauſe they believe not 
ne maren me.“ 
ver. None cf us believe by nature; but alſo the 
Holy Ghoſt has convinced us of the fin of our 
atures, and the ſin of our lives, and duties, in 
rder to convince us of our utter inability to 
We Ourſeives, ad that we muſt be behoiden to 
cd, as for every thing elſe, fo for faith (with 


conſe- 
N Wall 
belief! 

that! 


baut which ic is impoſſidle to pleaſe, or be ſaved 
as pio Christ.) He convinces us allo, that we have 
$4110UL "So faith. Duſt thou believe vn the Son of God? 


are M the grand queſtion which the Holy Ghoſt now 


cc ver uts do the toul. At the ſame time be works 
th ſuch power and dcemonitrations that the 
ul ſces, aud is obliged to coitets tnat it has no 
or dub hn. 


you 2"W This is a thing little thought of by molt that 


[0 R call 


the des 
ik you 
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call themſelves believers. They dream they are 10 
Chriſtians, becauſe they live in a Chriſtian coun. I 7 
tity. If they were born Turks, they would be- 
lieve cn Mahomet ; for what is that which men 
commonly call faith, but an outward conſent to 
the eſtabliſhed religion? But do not you thus bu 
Ceceive your ownſclves; for true faith is quite 5 
ancther thing. Aſk yourſelves, therefore, whe- 
ther or not the Holy Ghoſt ever powerfully con- 
vinced you of the fin of unbelief? you are per-“ 
haps ſo devout (as you may imagine) as to get 
a catalogue of fins, which you look over and 
confeſs in a formal manner, zs often as you ga m 
to the holy ſacrament, Bur amongſt all your 


fins, did you «ever once confeſs and bewail that "glu 
damning fin of unbelict? Were you ever made den 
to cry out, Lord, give me faith; Lord, gies 
* me to believe on thee. Oh that I had faith! Holy 
* Oh that | could believe!” If you never were * 
thus diſtreſſed; at leait, if you never au ani, 
felt, ttfat you had no faith, it is a certain fign chi 
that the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, never came Ti 
into, and worked ſavingly upon your ſouls, vince 

But is it not odd, that the Holy Ghoſt thould "gs 
be called a Comforter, when it is plain, by tit "Ro 


experience of all God's children, that this work 
of conviction is uſually aticnded with ſore n 
ward conflicts, and a great veal of ſou}-trouble! 
] anſwer, the Holy Ghoſt may well be terincdd 
Comforter, even in this work; becauſe it is fil 
only way to, and ends in true ſolid como! 
Bleſſed are they that are thus convicted by hint 
for they (hall be cumfurted, Nay, not only Þ 
but there is pieſent comfort, even in the wid 
of theſe convictions. The ſoul tecretly reh 
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in the ſight of its own miſery ; bleſſes God for 
bringing it out of darkneſs into lighr, and looks 
forward with a comfortable proſpect of future 
deliverances, knowing, that though forrow may 


endure for a night, joy will come in the morn- 


ing. 


Thus it is that the Holy Ghoſt convinces the 


ſoul of fin. And if ſo, how wretchedly are 
they miſtaken, that blind the light of the Spirit 
with the light of confcience, as fuch do who 


lay, * that Chriſt lighteth every man that cometh 


« into the world, and that light, if improved, 
« will bring us to Jeſus Chriſt.“ If ſuca doc- 
trine be true, the promiſe in the text was need- 


es, Our Lord's apoſtles ha already that 
ligtt 3 the world hereafter ro be convinced had. 


that light: and if that was ſufficient to bring 
them ro Chriſt, why was it expedient that Cariit 
mould go away to heaven, to ſend down the 
Holy Gnoſt to do this for them? Alas! all have 
not the Spirit; it is the ſpecial gift of God, and 


vitnout this ſpecial gift, we can never co ne to: 


Chr. lit, 


Tae light of conſcience will accuſe or con- 
vince us of any common fin; but the light of 


natural conſcience, never did, never will, an! 
never can Convince of unbelief. If it could, 
ow comes it to paſs, that not one of the h-a- 
nens, who improved the light of nature in ſuch: 
an eminent degree, was ever conviaccd of un- 
beliet? No, natural conicience cannot effect this. 
dis the peculiar property of the Holy Gholt the 


omforter, „When he is come, he will re prove 


or convince( the world of ſin, of rizhteouinels, 
ind Judgment,” 2 


R 2 


We 


| 
x 
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We have heard how he convinces of ſin. We of 
come now to ſhew what is the righteouſnel;, Wl fin 
which the Comforter convinces the world of. ho 


By the word righteouſneſs, in ſome places of I fou 
ſcripture, we are to underſtand that common WM tio! 
juſtice which we ought to practiſe between man ¶ ou! 
and man; as when Paul is ſaid to reaſon of tem. [ 
perance and righteouſneſs before a trembling N anc 
Felix, But here (as in a multitude of other Ml vid 
places in holy wiit) we are to underſtand by the I a (| 
word righteouſneſs, the active and paſſi ve obe- wh; 
dience of the dear Lord Jeſus, even that perte&, MW Wh 
perſonal, all-ſufficient righteouſneſs which be poy 
has wrought out for that world which the Spirit Nof t 
is to convince “ of righteouſneſs,” ſays our Ml cf 
Lord, “ beauſe 1 go to the Father, and ze ſee I 
me no more,” This is one argument that the ſev 
Holy Spit makes uſe of to prove Chriſt's righ- ner 
teouſneſs; becauſe he is gone to the Father, Ml the 
and we fe him no more. For had he not poo. 
wrought out a ſufficient righteouſneſs, the Fa- deſp 
ther would have ſent him back, as not having Wh 
Cone what he undertook, and we ſhould have ner 
ſeen him again, | 
Oh, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt! it ſo comforts 
my ſoul, that I muſt be excuſed if 1 mention |! 
in all my diſcourſes. I would not, if I coul 
help it, have one ſermon without it, Whatevt 
infidels may object or Arminians ſophiſticall 
argue againſt an imputed righteouſneſs, Ye! 
whoever know themſclves, yet God muſt ac 
knowledge that Jeſus Chriſt is the end of the 
law for righteouſneſs and perfect juſtification i 


the ſight of God, to every one that delten 
4 1 
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And that we are to be made the righteouſneſs « 
of God in him. This, and this only a poor . 
ſinner can lay hold of, as a ſure anchor of his 
hope. Whatever other ſcheme of ſalvation men 
may lay, I acknowledge I can ſee no other 
foundation whereon to build my hopes of ſalva- 
tion, but on the rock of Chriſt's perſonal tighte- 
oulnels imputed to my ſoul. 

Many | believe have a rational conviction of, 
and agree with me in this. But rational con- 
victions, if reſted in, avail but little; it muſt be 
a ſpiritual, experimental conviction of the truth 
which is ſaving. And therefore our Lord ſays, 4 
When the Holy Ghoſt comes, in the day of his 
power, it convinces of this righteouſneſs, viz, 
of the reality, and completeneſs, and ſufficiency 
of it, to ſave a poor ſinner, f 

In the ſoregoing part of this diſcourſe, we 
ſnewed how the Holy. Ghoſt convinces the ſin- 
ner of the. ſin of his-nature, life, duties, and of 
the fin of unbelief. And what then muſt the 
pour creature do? He mult, he mult inevitably 
deſpair, if there be no hope but in himſelf. 
When therefore the Spirit has haunted. the ſin- \ 
ner out of all his falſe reſts and hiding places, ö 


223 2 


taken off the pitiful Þg leaves of his own works, 
2nd diiven him out of the trees of the garden | 
(his outward reformations) and placed him na- | 
ked before the bar of a ſovereign, holy, jult, and | 
Im-avenging God; then, then it is when the 
ſoul, kaving the ſentence of death within itſelf 
beceuſe of unbelief, has a ſwcer difpiay of 
Cbriſt's righteouſneſs made to it by the Holy 
Pirit:of- God. Here it 1s that he begins more | 
mmediately, to act in the quality of a Comtor- = 
R.3 ter 4 
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ter, and convinces the foul ſo powerfully of the I Pr 
reality and all-ſufficiency of Chriſt's righteou(. I for 
| Tels, that the foul is immediately ſet a hunger- fed 
ing and thirſting after it. Now the ſinner be- vic 
gins to ſee, that though he has deſtroyed himſelf, WI the 
yet in Chriſt is his help. That though he has I fou 
no righteouſneſs of his own to recommend him, I wit 
there is a fulneſs of grace, a fulneſs of truth, a MW can 
fulneſs of righteouſneſs in the dear Lord Jeſus, 
which, if once imputed to him, would make!“ i 
him happy for ever and ever, 
None, none can tell, but thoſe happy fouls ]“ 
who have experienced it with what demonſtra- 
tion of the Spirit this conviction comes. O, 1“ 
how amiable, as well as all- ſufficient does the!“ 2 
bleſſed Jeſus now appear! With what new eyes 
does the foul now ſee the Lord its righteouſneſs “ 1 
Brethren, it is unutterable, If you were never !“ 
thus convinced of Chriſt's righteouſneſs in your“ a 
own ſouls, though you may believe it doctrin- “ u 
ally, it will avail you nothing; the Comforter “ h. 
never came ſavingly into your ſouls ; and then . tt 
vou are comfortleſs indeed, F A. 
But what will this rigateouſneſs avail if the “ h. 
ſoul has it not in poſſeſhon? The next thing 
therefore the Comforter, when he comes, con- 
vinces the ſoul of, is Judgment. 


By the word judgment, I underſtand that well 
grounded peace, that fettled judgment, whic! 
the ſoul forms of i;ſclf, when it is enabled, b) 
the Spirit of God, to lay hold on Chriſt's ligt 
tcouſneſs, which I believe it always does, Wil 
convinced in the manner before-mentioned 


„Of judgment,” lays our Lord, becavle te 
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Prince of this world is judged ;” that is, the 
ſoul, being enabled to lay hold on Chriſt's per- 
fe& righteouſneſs by a lively faith, has a con- 
viction wrought in it by the Holy Spirit, that 
the “Prince of this world is judged.” The 
ſoul being now jullified by faith, it has peace 
with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
can triumphantly ſay, ** It is Chriſt that juſtifies 
„ me, who is he that now condemns me? The 
e {ſtrong man armed is now caſt out; my foul is 
% now in a true peace. The Prince of this 
e world will come and accuſe, but he has now 
* no-ſhare in me: The blefled Spirit which I 
% have received, and whereby lam enabled to 
e apply Chriſt's righteouſneſs to my poor ſoul 
*« powerfully convinces me of this. Why ſhould 
„fear? Or of what ſhould I be afraid, ſince 
* God's Spirit witnefles with my ſpirit, that I 
am a child of God? The Lord is aſcended 
* up on high; he has led captivity captive ;. he 
* has received the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, 
that beſt of gifts for men, and tha: Comfor- 
* ter is come into my heart, He is faithful that 
* hath promiſed ; l, even 1, am powerfully, ra- 
* tionally, ſpiritually convicted of fin, righteoul- 
ness, and judgment, By this 1 know the 
* Prince of this world is judged,” 

Thus, 1 ſay, may we ſuppoſe the ſoul in tri- 
umph, in Which the promile of the text is hap- 
Pily fulfilled. And though at the beginning of 
Mis diſcourſe, I ſaid molt had never experienced 
any. thing of this, and that therefore this preach- 
ing moſt be fooliſhneſs to moſt; yet I doubt 

ot bur there are ſome few happy ſouls, who, 
brough grace, have been enabled to * 
| ep 
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ſtep by ſtep. And notwithſtanding the Holy 
Ghoſt might not direaly work in the ame order 
as I have deſcribed, and perhaps they cannot 
exactly ſay the time when, yet they have a 
well-grounded confidence tha the work is one, 
and that they have really been convinced of (in, 
righteouſneſs, and judgment, in ſome way, or at 
ſome time or other, | 
And now, what ſhall þ ſay to you? O thank 
God, thank the Lord J-ſus, thank the ever blei- 
ſed Trinity, for this unſpcakable gift; for you 
would never have been thus highly favoured, 
had not he, who firti ſp:ke darkneſs into light, 
loved you with an everlaſting love, and enlighter- 
ed you by his Holy Spirit, and that too, nut on 
account of any good ti ing foreſeen in you, but 
for his own-nane's Jake, 
Be humble therefore, O believers, be bum- 
ble; look to the rock from whence you have 
been hewn, Extol free grace; admire clecting 
love, which alone has made you to differ from 
the reſt of your brethten. Has God brought 
you into light? Walk as becometh children df 
light; provoke not the Holy Spirit to Cepatt 
from you; for though he hath ſealed you to the 


day of redemption, and you know that the 


Prince of this world is judged ;, yet if you back- 
thde, grow lukewarin, or forget your firſt love, 
the Lord will viſit your offences with the ro ef 
affliction, and your ſin with ſpiritual ſcourges. 
Be not therefore high- minded, but fear; rejoſce, 
but let it be with trembling. As the elect of 
* God, put on not only humbleneſs of mind, but 
bowels of compaſſion, and pray, oh pray, for 


your unconveried brethren! Help me, help fie 
| nov, 
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rder now, O children of God, and hold up my hands, 
nnut Nas Aaron and Hur once held up the hands of 
ve a 1 Moſes. I pray, whilſt Il am preaching, that the 
one, ¶ Lord may enable me to ſay, © This day is the 
fin, J“ promiſe in the text fulfilled in fome poor ſin- 
or at “ ners hearts,” Cry mightily to God, and with 
the cords of a holy violence, pull down bleſtings 

hank Non your neighbours heads, Chriſt yer lives and 
blei- Mreigns in heaven; the reſidue of the Spirit is yet 
- you in bis hand, and a plentiful effuſion of it is pro— 
ured, Mmiled in the latter days of the church. And oh 
hr, that the Holy Ghoſt, the blefled Comforter, 
hten- MM vould now came down, and convince thoſe that 
ot on ¶ ere chriſtleſs amongſt you, © of ſin, of righteouſ- 
but neſs, and of judgment!“ Oh that you were once 
made willing to be convinced ! But perhaps you 
bum- bad rather be filled with wine, than with the 
have Spirit, and are daily chaſing that holy gueſt from 
-cting our fouls, What ſhall 1 ſay for you to God? 
from “ Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
ought cbey do?“ What ſhall I fay from God to you? 
en of Why that God was in Chriſt reconciling the 
epart world unto himſelf, Therefore ! beſcech you, as 
to the in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God, Do not 
it these away contradicting and blaſpheming ; l know 
back - Natan would have you be gone. Many of you 
love, may be uneaſy, and are ready to cry out, What 
rod o wearigeſs is this!” But I will not let you go; 1 
have wreſtled with God for my hearers in pri- 


urges. 
ejolce, Pe, and 1 muſt wreftle with you here in pub- 
ect ole: Though of myſelf 1 can do nothing, and 


you Can no more by your own power come to, 
nd believe on Chrilt, than Lazarus could come 
Forth from the grave, yet who knows but God 
may beget ſome of you again to a lively hope 
Dy 


o ———_ =_ 
—— ——— — — — * 


- ved it for ſome of you! I ſee many of you allec- 
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by this fooliſhacſs uf pr-:ching, and that you 


Serr 
may be ſome of that world, which the Comfor. fe 
ter is to convince “ of fin, of righteouſneſs, and Wh, 


of judgment?” Poor, ciriſtleſs fouls! do you 
know what a condition you are in? Why you are Bur 
lying in the wicked One, che Devil: H: is in 
you, he rules in you, he walks and dwells in 
you, unleſs you dwell in Chriſt, and the Com- Wai 
forter is come into your hearts, And will you, . 
contentedly lie in that wicked One, the Devil! 


What wages will he give you? Eternal death, "a 
Oh that you would come to Chriſt! The free (94 
gift of God through him is eternal life. He will 20 ar 


accept of you even now, if you will believe in 
him The Comforter may yet come into your; Q, 
hearts, eyen yours, All that are now his living 


4 both 
temples, were once lying in the wicked One, a 82 
well as you, This bleffed gift, this Holy Chet beg, 


the bleſſed Jeſus received even for the rebellious. 
Oh that he would ſhew me, that he has recti 


ted; but are your paſſions only a little wrought 
upon, or are your fouls really touched with 1 
hvely ſenſe of the heinouſneſs of your fins, your 
want of faith, or the preciouſneſs of the right*- 
oulnels of Jeſus Chriit ? If ſo, 1 hope the Loid 
has been gracious, and the Comforter is coming 
into your hearts, On do not ſtifle theſe con. 
victions! Do not go away, and ſtraitway forge 
what manner of doctrine you have heard, and 
thereby ſhew chat theſe are only common work: 
ings of a few tranfient convictions floating ups 
the ſurface of your hearis, | Beg of God that 
you may be ſincere, (for he alone can make 10 
10) and that you may indeed deſire that thie Pi 

h mie 
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or. I miſe of the text may be fulfilled in your ſouls. 


and ¶ Who knows but the Lord may be grac ous? Re- 
Jou member you have no plea for ſovereign mercy, 
' © But for your encouragement alſo, remember it 
s in is the world, ſuch as you are, to whom the Com- 
1s "1 Wforter is to come, and whom he is to convince, 
Wait therefore at wiſdom's gates; the bare pro- 
517 bability of having a door of, mercy opened, is 
<V"'* Wenough to keep you firiving : Chriſt Jeſus came 
** Into the world io ſave ſinners, the chief of them, 
1 Tou know not but ke came to fave you ; do not 
ene and quarrel with God's decrees, and ſay, if 
ot | am a reprobate, I ſhall be damned; if | am 
Y Wele&ted, 1 ſhall be ſaved, and therefore 1 will do 
Shs nothing, What have you to do with God's 
Gf 0 decrees? Secret things belong to him; it is your 
20" Mouſineſs to add all diligence to make your cal- 
mou Ing and election ſure, If there are but few 
** that find the way that leads to lite, do you 
. live to be ſome of them; you know not but 
ds {vu may be in the number of thoſe few, and 
we hat your ſtriving may be the means which God 
, has itends to bleſs, to give you an entrance in: if 
"TI jou do not act thus you are unſincere; and if 
- eden do, who knows but you may find mercy? 
ory orthough, after you have done all that you can, 
1 od may juſtly cur you off, yet never was @ 
4 aol gle perſon damned that did all that he could, 
* bo“ therefore your hands are withered, ſtretch 
bt nem out; though you are impotent, ſick, and 
8 * ane, come lie at the pool; who Knows but by 
d and Þy the Lord Jeſus may have con paſſion on 
mf g du, and ſend the Comfuricr to convince you 


fin, righteouſneſs, and of judgment? He is a 
od tull of compaſſion and long-ſuitering _— 
. wiſe 
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wiſe you and I had been long ſince lifting up out W 
eycs in torments: But ſtill he is patient with us. 20 
Yer, O chriſtleſs ſinners, you are alive, and who for 
knows but God intends to bring you to repen -I but 
tance ? Could my prayers or tears effect it, you un! 
ſhould have vollics of the one, and floods of thell for 
other. My heart is now touched with a ſenſe hav 
of your condition; may our merciful High Prieſi dan 
now ſend down the Comforter, and make you But 
ſenſible of it alſo ! Oh the love of Chriſt ! it con 2 
ſtrains me yet to beſeech you to come to him, Goc 
Oh what do you reject if you reject Chriſt, the fort, 
Lord of glory! Oh, ſinners, give the dear Re 
deemer a lodging in your ſouls ; do net be Beth. 
lehemites. Sons and daughters, give Catit“ P 
your hearts; indeed he is worthy ; he made y ] ® 
and not you yourſelves; you are not your own 
Oh give Chriſt then your bodies and fouls, which 
are his! Is it not enough to melt you down, tc 
think that the high and lofty One, that inhabit 
eth eternity, ſhould thus condeſcend to invite 
you by his miniſter? How ſoon can he ſrov 
you to hell? And how know you but he mi) 
this very inſtant, if you do not hear his voice 


Did any yet harden their hearts againſt Ctr rie 
and pioſper? Come then, do not fend me lor 0 gu 
row ful away! Do not let me have reaſon to ci 0 to 
out, © O my leanneſs, my Jleannets!” Do not e. ble 
me go weeping into my cloſet, and ſay, © Lord . but 
&© they will not belicve my report; Lord, 1 bh: ns 
called them, and they will not anſwer, 1 a. 4 
te unto them as a very pleaſant ſung, and as cg, 85 

0 


de that plays upon a pleaſant inſtrument; bu 
© their hearts are running after the luſt of th 


« eye, the luſt of the ficth, and the pride 22 
Wouk 
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Would you be willing that I ſhould give ſuch 
an account of you, or make ſuch a prayer be- 
fore God? And yer I muſt not only do (> here, 
but appear ja judgment againſt you hereat:er, 
unleſs you will come to Chriſt. Once more there» 
fore J intreat you to come: What objections 
have you to make? Benold | itand here, in the 
name of God, to anſwer all that you can offer, 
But I know no one can come unleſs the Father 
draw him; I will therefore addreſs me to my 
God, and intercede with him to ſend the Cem— 
forter iato your hearts, 


eO bleſſed Jeſus, who art a God whoſe com- 
% paſſions fail not, and in whom all the pro- 
mites are yea and amen; thou that ſitteſt be- 
tween the cherubims, ſhew thy ſelf amongſt us. 
Oh let us now ſee thy outgoings! Ou let us 
now talte that thou art gracious, and reveal 
thy almighty arm! Get thyſelf che victory in 
thele poor finrers hearts; let nyt the word 
ſpoken prove like water ſpili upon the ground. 
Send down, ſend dowa, O great High Prieſt, 
the Huly Spirit to convince the world of fin, of 
righteouſneſs, and of judgment; ſo will we 
* give thanks and pra'ſe to thee for ever. Even 
to thee, O Father, thee O Son, and thee O 
bleſſed Spirit; ro whom, as three perſons, 
but one God, be aſcribed by angels and arch- 
angels, by cherubims, and ſcraphims, and 
all the heavenly hott, all poſſible power, 
might, majeſty, and dominion, now and cvet— 
more.“ Amen, Amen, Amen. 
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SERMON IX. 


THE CONVERSION OF ZACCHEUS, 


* 


LUKE xix. 9, 10. 


AND JESUS SAID UN TO HIN, THIS DAY 18 SALVA- 
TION COME TO THIS HOUSE; FORASMUCH AS HE 
ALSO IS THE SON OF ABRAHAM, FOR THE SON 
OF MAN IS COME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THAT 
WHICH WAS LOST. 4 


 QALVATION every where through the 
4 whole {cripture, is ſaid to be the free gift 
of God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Not 
only free, becauſe God is a ſovereign Apent, 
and therefore may with-hold it from, or confer 
it on whom ke pleaſcth ; but free, becauſe there 
is nothing to be found in man, that can any Wa) 
induce God to be merciful unto him. The ngh- 
tec uſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt is the ſole cauſe of ou 
finding favour in God's ſight. This rigkteouF 
- reſs apprehended by faith (which is alſo the 
ift of God) makes it our own; and this faitl, 

if true, will work by love. 
I heſe are parts of thoſe glad tidings which 
are publiſhed in the goſpel, and of the certain 
of them, next to the expreſs word of God, the 
yy experience 
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experience of all ſuch as have been ſaved, is the 
beſt, and, as I take it, the moſt undoubted 
proof, That God might teach us every way, 
he has been pleaſed to leave upon record many 
inſtances of the power of his grace exerted in 
the ſalvation of ſeveral particular perſons, that 
we, hearing how he dealt with them, might 
thence from infer the manner we mult expect to 
de dealt with ourſelves, and learn in what way we 
muſt look for ſalvation, if we truly delice to be 
made partakers of the heavenly inheritance with 
the ſaints in light, 

The converſion of the perſon referred to in 
the text, 1 think will be of no ſmall ſervice to 
us in this matter, if rightly improved. I would 
hope moſt of you know who the perſon is, to- 
vhom the Lord Jeſus ſpeaks. It is the Publi- 
can Zaccheus, to whole houſe the bleſſed Jeſus 
laid falvation came, and whom he pronouaces 
a ſon of Abraham. N 

It is my deſign, God helping, to make ſome 
remarks upon his converſion recorded at large 
in the verſes foreguing, and thea to inforce the 
latter part of the text, as an encouragement to 
poor, undone finners to come to Jeſus Chriſt, 
For the Son of man is come to leek any ty 
ave that which was loſt.“ 

St Luke introduces the account of this man's 
converſion thus: Ver. 1. Aad Jefus entered 
and paſſe d through Jericho,” The holy Jeſus 
made ic his butineſs to go about doing good. 
As the ſun in the firmament is continually 
preading his benign, quickening, and cheering 
alluences over the natural, ſo the Son of Righ- 
KRouſneſs, aroſe with healing under his wings, 
| 8 2. and. 
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and was daily and hourly diffuſing his gracious 
influences over the moral world. The chapter 
foregoing acquaints us of a notable miracle 
wrought by the holy Jeſus on a poor blind Bar- 
timeus, And in this a greater preſents itſelf to 
our conſideration. The evangeliſt would have 
us take particular notice of it; for he introduces 
it with the word behold. “ And behold,” ſays 
he, ver. 2. ** there was a man named Zaccheus, 
which was the chief among the Publicans, and 
he was rich,” | 

Well might the evangeliſt uſher in the rela- 
tion of this man's converſion with the word be- 
hold! For, according to human judgment, how 
many unſurmountable obſtacles lay in the way 
of it ! Surely no one will ſay there was any fit- 
re{s in Zaccheus for ſalvation; for ue are told 
he was a Publican, and therefore in all probabi- 
lity a notorious ſinner. The Publicans were 
gatherers of the Roman taxes: T hey were inia- 
meus for their abominable extortion ; thelr 
very name therefore became fo very odius,that we 
find the Phariſees often reproached our Lord, 
as very wicked, becauſe he was a friend unto, 
and fat down to meat with them. ZAaccheus 
then being a Publican, was no doubt a fioner, 
and being chief among the Publicans, ccnlc- 
quently was chief among ſinners: nay, he was 
rich. And one inſpired apoſtle has told us, that 
not many mighty, not many nc ble, are called, 
Another faith, “ Gcd has choſen the poor of 
this world rich-in faith,” Ard he that was the 
Maker and the Redtemer of the apoſtles afſurcs 
& us, that it is eaſier for a camel (or cable rope) to 


go through the eye of a needle, than a rich * 
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to enter into the kingdom of God.“ Let not 


therefore the rich glory in the multitude of their 
riches, 

But rich as he was, we are told, ver. 3. that 
he ſought to ſee Jeſus,” And that was a won- 
der indeed ! The common people heard our Lord 
gladly, and the poor received the goſpel ; the 
multitude, the mob, the people that knew not the 
law, as the proud high prieſts called them, uſed 
to follow him on foot out into the country, and 
lometimes ſtayed with him three days together 
to hear him preach; But did the rich believe 
or attend on him? No; our Lord preached up 
tne doctrine of the croſs: He preached too 
ſearehing for them, and therefore they counted 
him their enemy, perſecuted and ſpoke all man- 
ner of evil againſt him falſely. Let not the mi- 
niſters of. Chriſt marvel if they meet with the 
like treatment ſrom the rich men of this wick 
ed and adult:rous generation. I ſhould think 
tno ſcandal (ſuppoſing it true) to hear it at- 
fir med, that none but the poor attended my mi- 
niltry ; their ſouls are as precious to our Lord 
jeſus Chriſt, as the ſouls of the greateſt men. 
They were the poor that attended him in the 
days of his fleſh : Theſe are they. whom he hath 
choſen to be rich in faith, and to be the gteateſt 
in the kingdom of heaven. Were the rich in 
this world's goods generally to ſpeak well of me, . 
wo be unto me. I ſhould think it a dreadful 
lign that 1 was only a wolf in ſheep's cloathing, 
that 1 ſpoke peace when there was no peace, 


and propheſied ſmoother things than the goſpel 


would allow of. Hear ye this, O ye tich; let 
Who will dare to do it, God forbid that 1 ſhould 
* 83. deſpi da: 


. 
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deſpiſe the poor. In doing fo, 1 ſhould re- 
proach my M.ker: No, the poor are dear to 
my foul; I rejoice th ſee them fly to the duftriie 
of Ctrilt, Iike the doves to your windows, | 
only pray th-t the poor, u ho attend, may be e- 
vangelized, and turned into the ſpirit of the goſ- 


pel ; if ſo, © Bleſſed are ye—PFor yours is the 


kingdom of heaven.“ 

Bot we muſt return to Zaccheus ; © He ſought 
to ſee Jeſus,” That is good rews; 1 could 
. heartily with 1 could ſay .it was out of a good 
Principle. But without ſpeaking contrary to 
that charity, which Lopes and believeth all things 
for the beſt, we may ſay, that the ſame princ:- 
ple drew him after Chriſt, which now draws 
multitudes (to ſpeak plainly, it may be multi- 
tudes of you) to hear a particular preacher, that 
is, curiolity ; for we are told that he came not 
to hear his dectrine but to view his perion, or, 
to uſe the words cf the evangeliit, to ſee who 
he was, Our Lord's fame was now ſpread & 
broad through all Jeruſalem, and all the country 
round about. Some faid he was a good mad; 
others, nay, but he deceived the people; an. 
therefore curioſity drew out this rich Pubiican 
Zaccheus to ſee who this perſon was of wiom 
he had heard ſuch various accounts, But !! 
ſcems he could not conveniently get a ſight of 
him for the preſs, and becauſe he was lie e 
ſtature. Alas! how many ate kept from ſe ing 
Chrift in glory, by reaſon of the preis. 1 mea" 
how many are aſhamed of being ſing ularly good, 
and therefore follow a multitude to do evil, be 
ci uſe they have a preis or thrang of polite ac. 
quaintance 3 and far fear of being fer at ncugbt 
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by thoſe with whom they uſed to fit at meat, 


they deny the Lord of glory, and are aſhamed 
to confeſs him before men. This baſe, this ſer- 
vile fear of man, is the bane of true Chriſtianity; 
it brings a dreadful ſnare upon the ſoul, and is 
the ruin of ten thouſands; for I am fully per- 
ſuaded, numbers are rationally convict-d of goſ- 

truths; but not being able to brook con- 
tempt, they will not proſecute their convictions 
nor reduce them into practice. Happy thoſe, 
who in this reſpect, at lraſt like Zaccncus, are 
reſolved to overcome all impedements that lie 
in their way to a ſight of Chriſt; for finding he 


could not ſee Chriſt becauſe of the pieſs, and 


the littleneſs of his natural ſtature, he did not 
mite upon his breaſt, and depart, ſaying, It 
* is in vain to ſeek after a fight of him any 
© longer, I can never attain unto it,” No, find- 
ing he could not fee Chriſt, if he continued in 
the mid(t of, he, ver. 4. Ran before the mul- 
utude, and climbed up into a ſycamore tree, to 
ke him: for he was to paſs that way.” 

Ttere is no ſeeing Chriſt in glory, unleſs we 
run before the muliitude, and are willing to be 


in the number of thofe deſpiſed few, who take 


the kingdom of God by violence. That broad 
way, 10 which ſo many go, can never be that 
ſtrait and narrow way which leads to life, Our 
Lord's flock Was, and always will be, comparative- 
ly a little one; and unleſs we dare to run before 
the multitode in a holy Gngularity, and can re- 
loice in being accounicd tovuls for Chrilt's lake, 
ve ſhall never ſce Jeſus with comfort, when he 
appears in glory. From mentioning the {yca- 
Ware tree, and conſidering the difficulty wh 

; Which 
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which Zaccheus muſt climb it, we may further 
learn, that thoſe who would ſee Chriſt, muſt un- 
dergo cther difficulties and hardſhips delides 
conteinpt. Zaccheus, without doubt, went 
through both. Did not many, think you, laugh 
at him as he ran along, and in the lauguage of 
Michal, Saul's daughter, cry out, How glorious 
did the rich Zaccheus look co-day, when forget- 
ting the greatneſs of his ſtation, he ran before a 
pitiful, giddy mob, and climed up a ſycamore 
tree, to fee an enthuſiaſtic preacher ? But Zac» 
cheus cares not for all that; his cuiloſity was 
ſtrong; if he could but ſee who Jeſus vas, he 
did nct value what ſcoffers ſaid of him. And chu 
much more will it be with all thoſe who have 
an effectual defire to ſee Jeſus in heaven ; they 
will go on from ſtrength to ſtrength, break 
through every difficulty lying their way, and 
care not what men or devils ſay of, or do unto 
them. © May the Lord make us a:l-thus mind- 
ed for his dear Son's fake!“ 

At length, after taking much pains, and go- 
ing (as we may well ſuppoſe) through much 
contempt, Ziccheus has climbed the tree; and 
there he its, as he thinks, hid in the leaves of 


it and watching when te ſhould ſee Jeſus pals 


by, © For he was-to paſs by that way.“ 


But ſing, O heavens, and rejoice, O earth! 


Praiſe, magnify, and adore ſovereign, electing 


free, preventing love, Jeſus the everlaſting God, 


the Prince of peace, who ſaw Nathaviel undef 
the fig tree, and Zaccheus from eternity, nos 
ſees bim in the ſycamore tree, and calls him in 
time. LEY = 


Ver, 
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rther Ver. 5. And when Jeſus came to the place, 
t un- he looked up and ſaw him, and ſaid unto him, 
ſides ¶ Zaccheus, make haſte and come down ; for this 
went N day I muſt abide at thy houſe.” Amazing love! 
laugh Well might St Luke uſher in the account with 
ge of the word behold ! it is worthy our higheſt admi- 
rious ration. When Zaccheus thought of no ſuch 
Trget- Mthing, nay, thought that Chriſt Jeſus did not 
ore aMknow him, Behold Chriſt does, what we never 
more Whear he did before or after, I mean, invite him- 
Lace Wiclf ro the houſe of Zaccheus, ſaying, © Zacch- 


y was eus, make haſte and come down; for this day 1 
is, be Wmult abide at thy houſe,” Not, pray let me a- 
A thus bide, but J muſt abide this day at thy houſe, 
have He alſo calls him by name, as though he was 
they Nvell acquainted wich him: And indeed well he 
break right; for his name was writcen it the book of 
, and MWliſe, He was one of theſe whom the Father had 
) unto MWoiven him from all eternity. Therefore he 
nind-muſt abide at his houſe that day; For whom 
he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called.“ 
d go» Here then, as through a glaſs, we may ſee 
much the doArine of free grace evidently exemplified 
; and before us. Here was no fitneſs in Zaccheus ; 
ves of Whe was a Publican, chief among the Publicans, 
8 pals not only ſo, but rich, and came hither to lee 
Chriſt only out of curioſity, But ſovereign 
earth! grace triumphs over all; and if we do God Jyl- 
ting, Mice, and are effectually wrovght upon, we mult 
God, Marknowledge there was no more fitneſs in us, 
undet han in Zaccheus; and had not Chriſt prevenc- 
„ no ed us by his call, we had 1emained dead in trel- 
nim in paſſes and fins, and alitnated from the divine 
ile, even as others. * Jeſus looked up and law 
Ver. him, and ſaid unto him, Zaccheus, make halte 


and 


witli} 
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which Zaccheus muſt climb it, we may further 
learn, that thoſe who would ſee Chriſt, muſt un- 
dergo cther difficulties and hardſhips beſides 
conteinpt. Zaccheus, without doubt, went 
through both. Did not many, think you, laugh 
at him as be ran along, and in the lauguage of 
Michal, Saul's daughter, cry out, How glorious 
did the rich Zaccheus look co-day, when forget- 
ting the greatneſs of his ſtation, he ran before a 
pitiful, giddy mob, and climed up a ſycamore 
tree, to ſee an ent} uſiaftic preacher ? But Zac- 
cheus cares not for all that; his cuioſity was 
ſtrong; if he could but fee who Jeſus vas, he 
did not value what ſcoffers ſaid of him. And thus 
much more will it be with all thoſe who have 
an cffeCtual deſire to ſee Jeſus in heaven; they 
will go on from ſtrength to ſtrength, break. 
through every difficulty lying their way, and 
care not what men or devils ſay of, or do unto 
them. “ May the Lord make us a:l-thus mind- 
ed for his dear Son's ſake !” 

At length, after caking much pains, and go- 
ing (as we may well ſuppoſe) through much 
contempt, Zaccheus has climbed the tree ; and 


there he ſits, as be thinks, hid in the leaves of 
it and watching when he ſhould ſee Jeſus pals 


by, © For he was to paſs by that way.“ 


But ſing, O heavens, and rejoice, O earth! 


Praiſe, magn:fy, and adore ſovereign, electing, 


free, preventing love, Jeſus the everlaſting God, 


the Prince of peace, who ſaw Nathaviel under 
the fig tree, and Zaccheus from eternity, no- 


ſees bim in the ſycamore tree, and calls him in 


time. | 


Ver. 
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Ver. 5. And when Jeſus came to the place, 
he looked up and ſaw him, and ſaid unto him, 
Laccheus, make haſte and come down; for this 
day I muſt abide at thy houſe.” Amazing love! 
Well might St Luke uſher in the account with 
the word behold ! it is worthy our higheſt admi- 
ration, When Zaccheus thought of no ſuch 
thing, nay, thought that Chriſt Jeſus did not 
know him, Behold Chriſt does, what we never 
hear he did before or after, | mean, invite him- 
ſelf to the houſe of Zaccheus, ſaying, ** Zacch- 
eus, make haſte and come down; for this day 1 
mult abide at thy houſe,” Not, pray let me a- 
bide, but I mult abide this day at thy houſe, 
He alſo calls him by name, as though he was 
vell acquainted wich him: And indeed well he 
might; for his name was ritten it the book of 
life, He was one of thoſe whom the Father had 
gen him from all eternity. Therefore he 
muſt abide at his houſe that day; For whom 
he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called.“ 

Here then, as through a glaſs, we may ſee 
the doArine of free grace evidently exemplified 
before us. Here was no fitneſs in Zaccneus; 
be was a Publican, chief among the Publicans, 
not only ſo, but rich, and came hither to ſce 
Chriſt only out of curioſity, But ſovereign 
grace triumphs over all; and if we do God jpl- 
ce, and are effectually wrought upon, we mult 
«knowledge there was no more fitnclis in us, 
than in Zaccheus ; and had not Chriſt Prevent- 
ed us by his call, we had 1emained dead in trel- 
paſſes and fins, and alienated from the divine 
lite, even as others. © Jeſus looked up and ſaw 


im, and ſaid unto him, Zaccheus, make batts 
| an 
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and come down; for this day I mult abide ar 
thy houſe.“ | 
With what different emotions of heart may 
we ſuppoſe Zaccheus received this invitation? 
Think you not that he was ſurpriſed to hear je- 
ſus Chriſt call him by name, and not only fo, 
but invite himſelf to his houſe? Surely thinks 
Zaccheus I dream, It cannot be; how ſhould 
he know me? I never ſaw him before. Beſides 
I ſhall undergo much contempt, if I receive him 
under my root. Thus, 1 ſay, we may ſuppoſe 
Zaccheus thought within himſelf, But what 
ſaith the ſcripture? © I will make a willing peo- 
ple in the day of my power,” With this out- 
ward call, there went an efficacious power trom 
God, which ſweetly over-ruled his natural will; 
and therefore, ver, 6.“ He made haſte, and 
came down, and rece;ved him joyfully:“ Not 
only into his houſe, but alſo into his heart. 
Thus it is the great God brings home his 
children. He calls them by name, by his word 
or providence; he ſpeaks to them by his Spitit: 
Hereby they are enabled to open their hearts, 
and are made willing to receive the King of 
elory in. For Zaccheus's ſake let us not entirely 
condemn people that come under the word, out 
of no better principle than curioſity, Who 
knows but God may call thein? It is good to be 
where the Lord is paſſing by. May all that 
are now preſent, out of this principle, hear tue 
voice of the Son of God ſpeaking to their ſou's, 
and ſo hear that they may live !'' Not that men 
ought therefore to take encouragement to come 
out of curiofity, For ptrhaps a thouſand mores 
at Other tines, came to ſce Chriſt out of curic* 


ity 
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ſity, as well as Zaccheus, which were not effec. 
wally called by his grace. I only mention this for 
the encouragement of my own ſoul, and the con- 
may I ſolation of God's children, who are too apt to be 
on? angry with thoſe who do not attend on the word 
 Je- © out of love to God. But let them alone, bre- 
ſo, W thren, pray for them; how do you know but 
inks W Jeſus Chriſt may ſpeak to your hearts? A few 
ould WI words from Chriſt, applied by his Spirit, will 
ſides ¶ fave their ſouls, © Zacchevs, ſays Chriſt, make 
him WW haſte and come down—And he made hatte, and 
pole ¶ came down, and received him joytully.” 

hat WW I have obſerved, in holy ſcripture, how par- 
peo- ¶ ticularly it is remarked, that perſons rejoiced 
out- upon bel;eving in Chriſt ; Thus the converted 
trom WEunuch went on his way rejoicing; thus che 
jilor rejoiced with his whole houſe; thus Zac- 


thoſe rejoice, that receive Jeſus Chriſt; for with 
him they receive righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and 


e his Wcternal t dempt ion. Many have brought up an 
word Will report upon our good land, and would fain 
pirit: ¶ perſuade people that religion will make them 
carts, ¶ melancholy mad. S0 far from it, that joy is 
ng of Wone ingredient of the kingdom of God in the 
ire ¶ beart of a believer. © The kingdom of God is 
* Ighteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” 
3 : 


To rejoice in the Lord is a goſpel-duty. 


to be W® Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I ſay 
that Wrejoice,” And who can be ſo joyful as thoſe 
ar te he know that their pardon is ſealed before 
ſouls, Mihey go hence, and are no more ſeen? The gods 
t men Bly may, but 1 cannot ſee how any ungodly men 
come can rejoice: They cannot be truly cheerful, 
2 What if wicked men may ſometimes have laugh- 
curio- 4 


ter 


ity 


cheus received Chrilt joy fully. And well may 


ny, 
; We T | 
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ter amongſt them? it is only the laughter of 
fools ;- in the midit. of it there is heavineſs; at 
the beſt, it is but like the crackling of thorns 
under a pot; it makes a blaze, but ſoon goes 
out. But as for the godly, ir is not ſo with 
them; their joy is ſolid and laſting, As it is a 
Joy that a ſtranger intermeddleth not with; ſo 
it is a Joy that no man taket from them: it is a 
joy in God, a joy unſpeakbale and full of glory, 
It ſhould ſeem that Zaccheus was under ſoul— 
diſtreſs but a litile while. Perhaps (ſays Gu- 
thrie, in bis book entituled, © The trial concern- 
ing a ſaving intereſt in Chriſt”) not above a 
quarter of an hour, I add, perhaps not fo long; 
for, as one obſerves, ſometimes the Lord Jeſus 
delights to deliver them ſpecdily. God is a fo- 
vereign Agent, and works upon his children in 
their effectual calling, according to the counſel 
of his eternal will: It is with the ſpiricual, 26 
natural birth. All women have not the like 
pangs; all, Chriftians have not the like degree 
of conviction, Bur all agree in this, viz. that 
they all have Jeſus Chriſt formed in their hearts, 
And thoſe that have not ſo many trials at firlt, 
may be viſited with the greater conflicts here- 
after; though they never come into bondage 
again, after they have once received the Spirit 
of adoption. We have not,” ſays St Paul, 
© received the ſpitit of bondage again unio 
fear,” We know not what Zaccheus underwent 
betore he died. However this one thing | 


know, he now believed in Chriſt, and was Jul 
tified, i. e. acquitted, and looked upon as righ 
teous in God's fight, though a Publican, chick 


among the Publicans, not many moments befor 
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And thus it is with all that, like Zaccheus, re- 
ceive Jeſus Chriſt by faith into their hearts, 
The very moment they find reſt in him, they 
are freely juſtified from all things from which 
they could not be juſtified by the law of Moles ; 
« For by grace are we ſaved, through faith, and 
that not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God,” 

Say not any of you within yourſelves this is 
a licentious, Antinomian doctrine. For this 
faith, if true, will work by love, and be produc- 
tive of of the fruits of holineſs. See an inſtance 
in this convert Zaccheus, No ſooner had he 
received Jeſus Chriſt by faith into his heart, but 
he evidences ic by his works; for, ver. 8, we 
are told, * Zaccheus ſtood forth, and ſaid unto 
the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods ! 
give unto the poor; and if I have taken any 
thing from any man by falſe accuſation, I reſtore 
him fourfold.” | | 

Having believed on Jetus in his heart, he 
now makes confeſſion of Him with his mouth to 
ſalvation, Zaccheus ſtood forth.” He was not 
aſhamed, but ſtood forth before his brother 
Publicans, (for true faith caits out all ſervile, 
finful fear of man), and ſaid, Bchold, Lord.“ — 
It is remarkable, how readily people in ſcripture 
bave owned the divinicy of Chrit immediately 
upon their converſion. Thus the woman at Ja- 
cob's well, „Is not this the Chkrilt ?” Thus the 
man born blind, Lord, I believe, and worſnip- 
ped him.” Thus Zacchens, © Bcnold, Lord,” 
An inconteſtable proof this to me, that thoſe wha 
deny our Lord's divinity, never effectually felt 
bis power: If they had, they would not Ipeak 


lo lightly of him; they would ſcorn to deny his 


T >. eternal 
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eternal power and Godbead. © Zaccheus ſtood 
forth, and ſaid, Bebold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; end if I have taken 
any thing from any main by falſe accuſation, I 


reſtore him tourfold,” Oh nable fruits of a 
true living faith in the Lord Jeſus! Every word 
calls for our notice. Not ſome ſmall, not the 
tenth part, but the half, Of what? My goods; 
things that were valvable, My goods; his own, 
not ànothers. I give, not I will give when [ 
die, when I can keep them no longer; but! 
give now, even now, Zaccheus would be his 
own executor, © For whilſt we have time we 
ſhould do good.” But to whom would he give 
half of his goods? Not to the rich, not to thoſe 
who were already clothed in purple and fine 
linen, of whom he might be recompenſed again; 
but to the poor, the maimed, che halt, the blind, 
from which hc could expect no recompence till 
the reſurrection of the dead, © I give to the 
poor,” But knowing that he mult be juſt be- 
fore he could be charitable, and conlcious to 
himſelf, that in his public adminiſtrations, he 
had wronged many perſons, he adds, * And if 
1 have taken any thing from any man by talle 
accuſaiien, I reitore him fourfuld,” Hear ye 
this, all ye that make no conſcience of cheating 
the King of bis taxes, or of buying or cling 
run goods. If ever God gives you true faith, 
you will never reſt, till, like Zaccheus, you 
have made reſtitution to the utmoſt of you! 
power. 1 ſuppoſe: before his converſion, he 


thought it no harm to cheat thus, no more than 
you may do now, and pleaſed himſelf frequentiy 


to be ſure that he got ſo rich by doing ſo. BY 
| no 


[ . \ 


| 
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now he is gr.eved for it at the heart; he confeſſes 
his injullice before men, and promiſes to make 
ample reſtitution, Go away and do likewiſe 
if you do not make reſtitution here, the Lord 
Telus ſhall make you confeſs it before men and 
angels, and condemn you for it when he comes 
a the glory of his Father to juJgemeat here» 
after, 

After all this, with good reaſon might our 
Lord ſay unto him,“ This day is ſalvation come 
to this houſe ; foraſmuch as he alſo is the ſun of 
Abraham.” Not fo much by a natural, as by a 
ſpiritual birth. He was made partaker'oſ like 
precious faith with Abraham; like Abraham he 
believed on the Lord, and it was counted to him 
for righteouſneſs ; His faith, like Abraham's, 
worked by love, and 1 doubt not but he has 
been loag fince ſitting in Abraham's harbour, 

And now are you not aſhamed of yourlelves, 
who ſpeak againſt the doctrines of grace, eſpe- 
cially that doctrine of being juſtified by faith a- 
lone, as though it leaded to licentiouſneſs? Wifac 
can be more unjuſt than ſuch a charge? ls not 
the inſtance of Zaccheus a ſufficient proof to the 
contrary? Have | ſtrained it to ſerve my own 
turn? God forbid, To the beit of my know- 
ledge I have ſpoken the truth in ſincerity, and 
the truth as it is in Jeſus. I do affiem that 
we are ſaved by grace, and that we are juſtified 
by faith alone. But 1 do alſo afticm, that faith 
mult be evidenced by good works, where there 
is an opportunity of performing them. 

What therefore has been laid of Zaccheus, 
may ſerve as a rule, waereby all may judge 
whether they have faith or not. You lay you 


1 2 have. 
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have faith; but how do you prove it? Did you 
ever hear the Lord Jeſus call you by name? 
Were you ever made to obey that call? Did you 
ever, like Zaccheus, receive Jeſus Chrſt joyfully 
into your hearts? Are you influenced by the 
iaith you ſay you have, to ſtand up and confeſs 
the Lord Jeſus before men ? Were youu ever made 
willing to own, and humble yourſelves for your 
paſt offences? Does your faith work by love, ſo 
that you conſcientiouſly lay vp, aecording as 
God has proſpered you, for the ſupport of the 


poor? Do you give alms of all things that you. 


poſſeſs? And have you made due reſtitution to 
thoſe you have wronged? If fo, happy are ye; 
-falvation is come to your fouls; you are ſons, 
you are davghters of, you ſhall ſhortly be ever- 
laſtingly blefled with, faithful Abraham, But 
if you are not thus minded, do not deceive your 
own ſouls; tho* you may talk of juſtification by 
faith like angels, it will do you no good; it vill 
only increate your damnation. You hold tie 
truth, but it is in unrighteouſneſs. Your faith being 
without works is dead; you have the Devil, not 
Abraham, for your father. Unleſs you get a faith 
&f the heart, a faith working by love, with devils 
and damned ſpirits ſhall you dwell for evermote. 

Bur it is time now to enforce the latter part 
of the text; © For the Son of man is come to ſeek 
and toffave that which was loſt,” Theſe words 


are ſpoken by our Saviour in anſwer to ſome 
ſelf-righteous Phariſees, who, inſtead of rejoi- 
cing with the angels in beaven at the converſion 
of ſuch a ſinner, murmured, ſaying, “ that he 
was gone to be a gueſt with a man that was 2 


ſinner,” - To vindicate his conduct, he tells 
| them, 
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them, that this was an act agreeable to the de- 
ſign of his coming, © For the Son of man is 
come to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt.” 
He might have ſaid the Son of Gd. Bur oh the 
wonderful cond-i.enſiar of our Redcemer ! He 
delights to ſtyle himſelf the Son of man. He 
came, ſays he, not only to ſave, „ but to ſcek 
and to fave that which was Joſt.” He came 
to Jerico to ſeek and to ſave Zaccheus. For o- 
therwite Zaccheus would never have been ſaved 
by him. But from whence came he? Even from 
heaven, his dwelling- place, to this lower earth, 
this vale of tears, to ſeek and to ſave thai waich 
was loſt, All that feel themſelves loſt an are 
willing, like Zaccheus, to receive him into tueir 
hearts: To ſave them. With how great a ſal- 
vation! Even from their guilt and alſo power of 
their fins; to make them heirs of God, and 
jint-heirs with himſelf, and partakers of that 
glory, which he enjuyed with the Father before 
te world began, Thus will the Son of man. 
ave that which is loſt, He was made the Son 
of man on purpoſe that he might ſave them. 
He had no other end but this in leaving his Fa- 
er's throne, in obeying the moral law and 
hanging upon the crois. All that was done and 
ſuffered only to ſatisfy and procure a righteout- 
nels for. poor, loit, undone linners, and that too 
without reſpect of perſons; That which was 
lot,” All of every nation and language, tat 
leel, bewail, and are truly defirous of being de- 
livered from their loſt ſtate, the Son of nan 
came down to ſeck and to fave ; For he is a od 
mighty, not only ſo, but willing to fave ty the 
uttermoſt all thoſe that once come to God tnro! 
K 3 him. 
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him. He will in no wiſe caſt them out ; for he 


is the ſame to day as he was yelterday, He 
comes now to ſinners, as well as formerly, and 1 
hope hath ſent me out this day to ſeek, and un- 
cer him, to bring home ſome of you, the loſt 
ſheep of the houſe of iſrael, What ſay you? 
Shall I go home rejoicing? Saying, that many 
like ſheep have went aſtray, but they have now 
believed on Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo returned home 
to the great Shepherd and Biſhop of their ſouls, 
If the Lord would be pleaſed thus to proſper 
my handy-work, I care not how many legalilis 
and ſelf-righteous Phariſees murmur againſt me, 
for offering ſalvation to the worſt of ſinners, 
For I know the Son of man came to ſeck and to 
fave them, and the Lord Jeſus will now be a 
gueſt to the worſt Publican, the vileſt ſinner that 
is amongſt you, if he does but believe on him. 
Make haſte then, O finners, make halte, and 
come by faith to Chriſt, Then, this day, even 
this hour, nay, this moment, if you belive, Ic: 
ſus Chriſt ſhall come, and make his eternal a- 
bode in your hearts. Which of you is made 
willing to receive the King of glory? Which of 
| you obeys the call, as Ziccheus did? Alas! why 
do you ſtand ſtill? How know you whether Je- 
ſus Chriſt may ever call you again? Come then, 
poor, guilty ſinners; come away, poor, loſt, un- 
done Publicans. Make haſte, 1 ſay, and come 
away to jeſus Chriſt; the Lord condeſcends t 
Invite himſelf to come under the filthy roofs of 
the houſes of your ſouls, Do not be afraid of 
entertaining him; he will fill you with_all peace 
and joy in believing. Do not be aſhamed to 


run before the multitude, and to have all man- 
n ner 
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ner of evil ſpoke againſt you falſely for his ſake, 
One fight of Chriſt will make amends for all, 
Ziccheus was laughed at, and © all that will 
live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution,” 
But what of that? Zaccheus is now crowned in 
in glory, as you alſo ſhall ſhortly be, if you be- 
leve on, and are reproached for Chriſt's ſake, 
Do not therefore put me off with frivolous ex- 
cuſs; there is no excuſe can be given for your 
not coming to Chriſt, You are loſt, undone, 
without him; and if he is not glorified in your 
alvation, he will be glorified in your deſtruction. 
If he does not come, and make his abode in 
your hearts, you muſt take an eternal abode with 
the Devil and his angels. Oh that the Lord 
would be pleaſed to paſs by ſome of you at this 
time | Oh that he may call you by his Spirit, 
and make you a willing people in the day of his 
power! For I know my calling will not do, un- 
lels he, by his efficacious grace, compel you to 
come in. Oh that you once felt what it is to 
receive Jeſus Chriſt into your hearts! You would 
ſoon like Zaccheus, give him every thing. You 
do nat love Chriſt becauſe you do not know him. 
You do not come to him, becauſe you do not 
feel your want of him. You are whole and not 
broken hearted; you are not ſick, at leaſt not 
ſenſible of your ſicknels, and therefore no won- 
der you do not apply to Jeſus Chriſt, that great, 
that almighty Phyſician. You do not feei your- 
ſelves loſt, and therefore do not ſcek to be found 
m Chriſt. Oh that God would wound you with 
the ſword of his Spirit! On that he would cauſe 
lis arcows of conviction to ſtick deep in your 
hearts! Oh that he would dart a ray of ha 
| 8 g ht 
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light into your ſouls ! for if you do not feel your. 
ſelves loſt without Chriſt, your are of all men 
moſt miſerable, Your ſouls are dead, you are 
not only an image of hell, but in tome degree 
hell :ticlf,. You carry hell abut with you, and 
you know it not, Oh that I could ſec tome of 
you ſenſible of this, and hear you cry out, 
« Lord, break this hard heart; Lord deliver me 
« from the body of this death: Draw me, Lord, 
« make me willing to come after tnee ; | am lot, 
« Lord fave me, or I periſh,” Was this your 
caſe, How ſoon would the Lord ſtretch forth his 
almighty hand, and ſay, Be of good cheer, it is 
I, be not afraid ? What a wonderful calm would 
then poſleſs your troubled fouls! Your feliow- 
ſhip would then be with che Father and the Son; 
your life would be hid with Chriſt in God. 
Dome of you | hope have experienced this, and 
can ſay, | was loſt, but l am found; I was dead 
but am alive again: The Son of man came and 
ſought me in the day of his power, and ſaved 
my finful ſoul, And do you repent. that you 
came to Chriſt? Has he not been a good Maſ.- 
ter? Is not his preſence ſweet to your. ſouls! 
Has he not been faithful ro his promiſe ? And 
have you not found, that even in doing, and me 
tering for him there is an ,exceeding preſcnt 
great reward? | am perſuaded you will anſwer 
yes, On then, ye faints, recommend and talk 
of the iove of Chriſt to others, and tell them, oh 
tell them, what great things the Lord' has donc 
for you! This may encourage others to come 
unto him. And wio knows but the Lord ma; 
make you fiſhers of men? The ſtory of Zacch- 
eus was left on record. for this purpoſe. 5 
| tro 


* 
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ur- Witruly convicted foul, after ſuch an inſtance of 
cn divine grace had been laid before him, need de- 
are ſpair of mercy. What if you are publicans? 
cc Was not Zaccheus a Publican ? What if you are 
NC ckief among the Publicans? Was not Zaccheus 
of Wo likewiſe? What if you are rich? Was not 
"ut; MWzaccheus rich alſo? And yet almighty grace 
- Wmade him more than conqueror over all theſe 
, Mhindrances. All things are poſſible to Jeſus 
oll, Wehrift ; nothing is too hard for him; he is the 
ar lord almighty: Our mountains of fins muſt all fall 
"1% Whefore this great Zerubbabel; on him God the 
Father has laid the iniquities of all that ſhall be- 
eve on him, and in his own body he bare them 
on the tree. There, there by faith, O mour— 
ters in Sion, may you ſce your Saviour hanging 
Fith arms ſtretched out, and hear him, as it 


and Where, thus ſpeaking to your ſouls, “ Behold 
oY „ how I have loved you! Behold my hands and 
an 


my feet! Look, look on my wounded fide, 
and ſee a heart flaming with love; love 
* ſtronger than death. Come into my arms, O 
' ſinners, come waſh your ſpotted ſouls in my 
c heart's blood: See here is a fountain opened 
for all fin and all uncl-anneſs ! See, O guilty 
' fouls, how the wrath of God is now abiding 
* upon you. Come, haſte away, and hide your- 
' ſelves in the clefts of my wounds; for l am 


talk. WF wounded for your tranſgreſſions, I am dying 
n, ON . that you may live for evermore. Behold, as 
dong . Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wildernels, 
come b am I here litted up upon a tree. See how 
M4) Um become a curſe for you; the chaſtiſe · 


acch- ment of your peace is upon me; I am thus 


No i ſeourged, thus wounded, thus crucified, taat 
truly | cc you 
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e you by my ſtripes may be healed, Oh look 
© unto me, all ye trembling ſinners, even to the 
c ends of the earth! Look unto me by faith, 
& and you ſhall be ſaved: For I came thus to 
« be obedient even unto death, that I might 
ce ſave that which was loſt,” 

And what fay you to this, O ſinners ? Suppoſe rf. 
you ſaw the King of glory dying, and thu. 
ſpeaking to you? Would you believe on him? 

No, you would not, unleſs you believe on him 

now: For though he is dead, he yet ſpeaketh 
all this in the ſcripture, nay, in effect, ſays all 
this in the words cf the text, © The Son of man 
is come to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt,” 
Do not therefore any longer crucify the Lord of 
glory, Bring thoſe rebels, your fins, which 
will not have him to reign over them, Bring 
them out to him; though you cannot ſlay them 
yourſelves, yet he will flay them for you: Thi 
power of his deach and reſurrection is as great 
now as formerly. Make haſte therefore, make 


[| 
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| 


0 be 
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' haſte, O ye publicans and ſinners, and give tiWimp] 
dear Lord Jeſus your hearts, your whole hearis till o 
If you refuſe to hearken to this call of the Lordte o 
remember your damnation will be juſt, 1 anMiigh, 
free from the blood of you all: you muſt acquiiWonde 
my Maſter and me at the terrible day of ju; ſtra 


ment, Oh that you may know the things ti4Muin; 
belong to your everlaiting peace, before Ye ha, 
are eternally hid from your eyes! Let all tack t 
love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, ſay 4e je 
men, | ae eie 
role], 
enjar 
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SERMON X. 


pole HTHIE POWER OF CHRIS T's RESURREC- 
TION. 


PRHILIP. iii. 10, 


wy HAT I MAY KNOW HIM, AND THE POWER OF HIS 
RESURRECTION, 

Bring ; 

them HE apoſtle, in the verſes going before the 

Tue text, had been cautioning the Phillippians 

greußßo beware of the conciſion, 1, e. of ſome judaiz- 

makeWp teachers, who endeavoured to ſubvert the 


ve thehimplicity of the goſpel, by telling them they 
zart Will ought to be ſubject to circumciſion, and all 
Lorie other ardinances of Moſ-s; and that they 

| anMight not think he ſpoke out of prejudice, and 


ondemned their tenets, becauſe he himſelf was 
ſtranger to the Jewiſh diſpenſation, he ac- 
vaints them, that if any other man thought that 
e had whereof he might truſt in the fleſh, i. e. 
ck to be juſtified by the outward privileges of 
e Jews, he had more; for he was circumciſcd 
le eighth day of the ſtock of Iſrael, i. e. not a 
roſely te, but a native Iſraelite, of the tribe of 
enjamin, the tribe which adhered to Judah 


hen the others revolted; an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; 
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Hebrews; a Jew both on the father's and mo- © 
ther's ſide; as touching the law, a Phariſee, the ot 
ſtricteſt ſect among all Iſrael; and to ſhew he 
was no Gallio in religion, on account of his 
great, though miſguided zeal, he had perſ: cu: 
ted the church of Chriſt; and, as touching the 
righteouſneſs of the law, as far as rhe Phariſce 
expoſition of it went, he was blameleſs, and had 
kept it from his: Bur, ſays he, when it pleaſed 
God, who ſeparated me from my mother's womb 
to reveal his Son in me, what things were ga 
to me, thoſe privileges 1 boaſted myſelf in, and 
ſaught to be juſtified by, I counted loſs f . 
Chriſt, Ard that they might not think that i ſha 
repented him that he had done fo, he tells the. 

he was now more confirmed than ever in h / 
judgment; for, ſays he, yea doubtleſs, (the ex 

preſſion in the original riſes with a holy triumph) 

and even now I count all things bur loſs fur t 5 
excellency of the knowledge of Chriit Jeſus nj 

Lord. And that they might not object that li 
ſaid and did not, he acquaints them, he had gl 


ven proofs of the finceriry of theſe profeſſions, by T 
cauſe, for the ſake of them, he had ſuftered ti abfoi 
loſs of all his worldly things, and ſtill was viWtor h 
ling to do more; for, ſays he, I count them b moſt 
dung, (no more than offals thrown out to dogWlic w 
ſo that I may win, or have a ſaving intereſt ther 
Chriſt, and be found in him, (as the man ſlaj h- 

in the city of refuge), not having my on rigitemp 
te ouſneſs, which is of the law, not depending Mit up: 
having Abraham for my father, or any worksWang u 
righteouſneſs which I have done, either to ate gr 
to ſerve as a balance for my evil deeds, but ten o 
which is through the faith of Chriſt, the ri2g"WMfaiq 
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Serm. X. 
ouſneſs which is of God by faith, i; e. a righte- 


ouſneſs of God's appointing, and which will be 


imputed to me, if | believe in Chriſt, that | miy 
know him, i. e. Chriſt and the power of his re- 
ſurrection; that I may have an experim-ncal 
knowledge of the efficacy of his reſurrection, by 
feeling the influences of his bleſſed ſpiric n my 
ſoul, In which words two things are implicd, 
f 2 That Jeſus Curiſt did riſe from che 
cad. | 
Secondly, That it highly concerns us to know 
the power of his riſing again, | 
Accordingly, in the following diſcourſe, I 
ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 


Firſt, That Chriſt is riſen indeed from the 
dead; and that it was neceſſary for niin fo 
to do; and, 

Secondly, That it highly concerns us to know 


and experience tie power of his rcfurrec= 


tion. 


That Jeſus ſhouid riſe from the dead, was 
ablolurely neceſſary ; [ir/t, on his own accyunt ; 
for he had often appealed to this as the laſt and 
molt convincing proof he would give them, that 
he was the true Mcfliah, „ There ſhall no o- 
ther ſign be given you, ſays he, than the ſign of 
the prophet Jonas.“ And again, © Deitroy this 
temple of my body, and in three days I will build 
it vp” Which words his enemies remembered, 
and urged it, as an argu.nent, to induce Pilate 
to grant them a watch, to prevent his being ſto- 
len out of the Ware. 5 We know that decciver 
laid whilſt he was yet alive, After three days ! 
U will 
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will riſe again.“ So that had he pot riſen again, 
they might have juſtly ſaid, We know that this 
man was an impoſtor. 

Secondly, It was receſſary on our account, 
© he role again,” ſays the ap ſtle, “ for vur jule 
tification;“ i. e. that the debt we owed to God 
tor our fins might be fully ſatisfied and diſchar— 

ed. | 
: It hed pleaſed the Father (for ever adored be 
his infinite love and free grace) to wound his 
only Son fur our tranſgrefiions, and to arreſt 
and confine him in the priſon of the grave as 
our ſurety for the guilt we had contracted by 
ſetting at ncught his commandments* Now, 
had Chriſt continued always in the grave, we 
could Eave had no mcre afturance that our fins 
were ſatisfied for, than any common debtor can 
have of his creditor's being ſaiisfied whilſt his 
ſurety is kept confined ; but, he being releated 
from the power of death; we are thereby aſſured, 
that, in his ſacrifice, God was well plcalrd, 
that our atonement was finiſhed cn the croſs, 
and that he had made a full, perfect, and fui- 
ficient facrifice, cblation, and ſatisfaction for the 
ſins of the whole world, | 

Thirdly, It wes neceſſary that our Lord Je- 
ſus ſhould riſe again from the dead, to aſſure vs 
of the ceriainty of the reſurrection of Gur on 
bodies. 

The doctrine of the reſurrection of the body 
was intirely expicded and ſet at nought among 
the Gentiles, as appears from the Athenians 
mecking at, and calling St Paul a babler and 2 
ſetter forth of ftrange doQrines, when he preach- 
cd to them Jeſus, and the refurretion, And 

: though 
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his though it was believed by moſt of the Jews, as 
is evident from many paſſazes of ſcripture, yet 
nr, I not by all, the whole left of the Sid lucees de- 
vis | nied it, but the reſprrection of Jeſus Chriſt put 
0d it out of diſpute ; for, as he acted as our Repre- 
dar- ſentative, if he our Head be riſen, then mult we 
allo, who are his members, riſe with him; and, 
be as in the firſt Adam we ail died, even ſo in him, 
is our ſccond Adam, we mult all in this ſenſe be 
reſt made alive. 
- as As it was neceſſary, upon all theſe accounts, 
by tha: our viciſed Lord ſhould rife from the dead ; 
ow, ſo it is plain, beyond contradiftion, that he did. 
we Never was any matter of fact better a:telted, 
ſing Never were more precantions made uſe of to pre— 
can vent a cheat, He was buried in a ſepulchre, 
his heun out of a rock; ſo that it could not be ſaid 
aged that any digged under, and cunveyed hin away, 
red, It was a ſepuſchte allo wherein never min be- 
aſcd, tore was laid; fo that if any body did rif- from 
roſs, thence, it mult be the body of Jeſus of Nazi- 
ſuf-reth. Beſi des, the ſepulchre was ſealed; a great 
the ſtone rolled to the mouth of it; and a band of 
ſoldiers (conſiſting not of his friends, but of his 
. Je- Profeſfed enemies) was fer to guar it, And as 
for his diſciples comiag by night and ſtcaling 
lim away, it was altogether 1mpoſiiile ; for it 
was not long fince thas they had all forſaken 
him, and they were the myit backward in be- 
leving his reſurrection. And ſu pofiny it was 


non | And 
1120s true tnat they came whilſt tae foldiers flept, yet 
ind a MI fe ſoldiers mult be caſt into a deep ſleep indeed, 
cach- hac the rolling away ſo great a ſtone did not a- 


wake ſome of them, 
is And 
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And our bleſſed Lord's afterwards appearing 
at ſundry times and in divers manners to his 
diſciples, when they were aſſembled together, 
when they were walking to Emmaus, when they 
were fiſhing; nay, and condeſcending to ſhew 
them his hands and feet, and his at length ap- 
pearing to above five hundred brethren at once, 
put the truth of his reſurreQion out of all diſ- 

ute. - 

Indeed there is one objection that may be 
made againſt what has been ſaid, That the 
books wherein theſe facts are recorded, were 
written by his diſciples. 

And who more proper perſons than thoſe 
who were eye-witneſſes of what they related, 
and cat and drank with him after his reſurrec- 
tion. But they were illiterate and ignorant 
« men.” Yet as good witnefles of a plain mat- 
ter of fact, as the moſt learned maſters in IIrael. 
Nay, this rendered them more proper witnefles ; 
for, being plain men, they were therefore leſs to 
be ſuſpt cted of telling or making a lie, particu- 
larly, ſince they laid down their lives for a 
teſtimony of the truth of it. We read indeed of 
Jacob's telling a lie, though he was a plain man, 
in order to get his father's bleſſing, But it was 
never heard ſince the world began, that any 
man, much leſs a whole ſer of men, died martyrs 
for the ſake of an untruth, when they themſclves 
were to reap no advantage from it. 

No, this ſingle circumſtance proves them to 
be Iſraelites indeed, in whom was no guile. 
And the wonderful ſucceſs God gave tv theit 


miniſtry afterwards, when three thouſand were 


converted by one ſermon, and twelve poor fiſh- 
| | | Ermen, 
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ermen, in a very ſhort time, were enabled to be 
more than conquerors over all the oppoſition 
men or deviis could make, was as plain a de- 
monſtration that Chriſt was riſen, according to 
their goipel, as that a divine power, at the ſound 
of a few rams horns, cauſed the walls of Jericho 
to fall down, 

But what, need we any further witneſſes ? Be- 
lieve you the reſutrection of our bleſſd Lord? 
i know that you believe it, as your gathering 
together on this firſt day of the we-k, in the 
courts of the Lord's houſe, abundantiy teſtifies. 

What concerns us moſt to be affurcd of, and 
which is the 

Second Thing I was to ſneak to is, Whether 
we have experimentally known the pawer of his 
reſurrection; that is, Whether or not we have 
received the Holy Ghoſt, and, by his powertul 
operations on our hearts, been raiſe.; from the 


death of fin, to a life of righteouſneſs and holi- 


neſs. 


It was thus the great apoſtle was chiefly deſi- 


rous to know. The reſurrection of Chriſt's 
body, he was ſatisficd, would avail him nothing 
unleſs he experienced the power of it in raiſing 
his dead ſoul. 


For another, and that a chief end of our bleſ- 


led Lord's riſing from the dead, was to enter 
heaven as our repreſentative, and ty ſcud down 
the Holy Ghoſt to apply that redemption he had 
finiſhed on the croſs to our hearts, by working 
an entire change in them. 

Without this, Chriſt would have died in vain. 
For it it would have done vs no fervice to have 
had his outward righteouſnels imputed to us, 

U 3 valcls 
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unleſs we had an inward inherent righteouſneſs 
wrought in us; becauſe, being altogether con- 
ceived and born in fin, and conſequently unfit 
to bold commun ion with an infinitely pure and 
holy God, we cannot poſſibly be made meet to 
ſee or enjoy kim, till a thorough renovation has 
paſſed upon our hearts. 

Without this, we leave out the Holy Ghoſt in 
the great work of our redempticn ; but as we 
were made by ihe joint concurrence and conſul- 
ration of the bleſſed Trinity; and as we were 
baptized in their name; ſo mult all of them 
concur in rendering that baptiſm effeCtual to 
our ſalvation : As the Father made, and the Son 
redeemed, ſo muſt the Holy Ghoſt ſanctify and 
ileal us, or otherways we have believed in vain, 

This then is what the apoſtle means by the 
power of Chriſt's reſurrection; and this is what we 
ate as much concerned experimentally to Know, 
as that he roſe at all. 

Without this, though we may be moraliſts 
though we may be civilized, good natured peo— 


ple, yet we are no Chriltians; for he is not a 


true Chriſtian, who is one outwardly; nor have 
we therefore a right fai h, becauſe we daily pro- 
feſs to believe that Chriſt roſe again the third 
day from the dead; but he is a true Chriſtian 
who is one inwardly, and then only can we be 
ſtyled true believers, when we not only prefels 
to believe, but have felt the power of our bl: i- 
ſed Lord's riſing from the dead, by being 
quickened and raiſed by his Spirit, when dead 
in tieſpaſſes and fins, to a therough newnels 
both in heart and lite. 

The 
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eſs The devils themſelves cannot but believe the 
on- © doctrine of the reſorrection, and tremble, but 
nfit yet they continue devils; becauſe the benefits of 
ind this reſurrection have not been applied to them, 
tto nor have they received a renovating power fiom 
has it to change and put off their diabolical nature. 
And ſo likewiſe, unleſs we not only proteſs to 
t in © know, bur allo feel that Chriſt is riſen indeed, 
we by being born again from above, we ſhall be as 
ſul- far from the kingdom of God as they, our faith 
will be as ineffectual as the faith of devils, 
Nothing has done more harm to the Chriſtian 
world ; nothing has rendered the croſs of Chriit 
of leſs effect than a vain ſuppoſition, that religion 
is ſomething without us; whereas we ſhould 
conſider that every thing, that Chriſt did out- 
wardly, muſt be done over again in our ſouls, 
or otherwiſe believing there was ſuch a divine 
Perſon once on earth, who triumphed over hell 
and the grave, will profit us no more than be- 


z);iſts W lieving there was once ſuch a perſon as Alexan- 
peo- der, who conquered che world, 

Of a As Chriit was born of the Virgin's womb, ſo 
have muſt he be ſpiritually formed in our hearts; as 
pro- he died tor ſin, ſo muſt we die to fin; and as he 
bud WW role again from the dead, ſo muſt we alſo riſe 
(tian MW to a divine life. 

e be None but thoſe who have followed him in 


this regeneration, or new birth, ſhall fit on 
thrones as approvers of his ſentence, when he 
ſhall come 10 terrible majeſty to judge the 
twelve tribes of Iſrael. 

It.is true, as for the outward work of our re- 
demption it was a tranſient act, and was certain- 


ly finiſhed on the crois; but the appſication 
| that 
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that redemption to our hearts, is a work that will 
continue always, even unto the end of the world, 

So long as there is a man breathing on the 
earth, who is naturally engendered of the vil- 
ſpring of the firſt Adam, fo long mult the quick- 
ening Spirit, which was purchated bv the icfur- 
rection of the ſecond Adam, that Lord from 
heaven, be breathing upon his ſoul, 

For though we may exiſt by Chriſt, yet we 
cannot be ſaid to exiſt in him, till we are united 
to him by one ſpirit, and enter into a new itue 
of things, as certainly as he entered into a new 
ſtate of things, after that he role frum the dead. 

We may throng and crowd around about 
Chritt, and call him Lord, Lord, when we come 
to worſhip before his footſtool; but we have not 
effectualiy touched him, till by a lively faith in 
his reſurrt ction, we perceive a divine virtue com- 
ing out of him, to renew and purify our ſouls, 

How greatly then do they err, who reſt in 2 
bare hiſtorical faith of our Saviour's reſurrection, 
and look only for external proofs to evidence 
it? Whereas, were we the mitt learned difputers 
of this world, and could ſpeak of the certainty cf 
this fact with the ongue of men and angels, yet 
without this inward teſtimony of it in our hearts, 
though we might convince others, yet we ſhould 
never be ſaved by it ourſelves, 

For we are but deadanen, we are but like 
ſo many carcaſſes wrapt up in grave clothes, til 
that ſanie Jeſus, who called Lazarus from his 
tomb, and, at whole reſurrection many that ſlept 
arole, raile us allo by his quickening ſpirit from 
our naturai death, in which we have ſo long lain, 
to a holy and heavenly life. 


We 
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will We might think ourſelves happy, if we had 
r14, I ſeen the holy Jeſus after he was riſen from the 
the dead, and our hands handled that Lord of life, 
l- But more happy are they who have not ſeen 
ck- him, and yet having felt the power of his reſur- 
ur- rection, therefore believe in him, For many 
rom I ſaw our divine Maſter, who were not ſaved by 
him; but whoſoever has thus felt the power of 
- we his refurreQion, he has the earneſt of his inheri- 
ted tance in his heart, he has paſſed from death to 
tate life, and ſhall never, if he ſtill ſtir up the gift of 
new MW God that is in him, fall into condemnation. 
cad. I am very ſenſible that this is fooliſhneſs to 
bout the natural man, as were many ſuch like truths 
ome WW to our Lord's own diſciples before he roſe a- 
nur gain; but when theſe natural men, like them 
h in bave felt the power of his reſurrection, they will 
om- then own that this doctrine is from God, and 
Is. lay with the Samaritans, now we believe not be- 
in a aauſe of thy ſaying, for we ourſelves have expe» 
tion, Mrienced it in our hearts, 
ence And oh that all unbelicvers, all letter-learned 
ters Mmaſlters of Iſrael, who now look upon the doc- 
iy of wine of the power of Chriſt's reſurrection, or 
our new birth, as on idle tale, and condemn the 
preachers of it as enthuſiaſts and madmen, did 
but thus feel the power of it in their ſouls, they 
would no longer aſk how this thing could bez 
but they would be convinced of it as much as 
Thomas was when he ſaw the Lord's Chit ; 


n bis Wand like him, when Jeſus bid him reach out his 
ſlept hands and thruſt into his fide, in a holy confu- 
from Win they would cry out, My Lord, and wy 
lam, God [ 


But 
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But how ſhall an unbehever, how ſhall the 
formal Chriſtian come thus to know Chriſt, and 
the power of his reſurrection? That God, who 
cannot lie, has told us, I am the reſurrection 
and the life,” ſays Jeſus Chriſt, © wholtyever 
liveth and believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet ſhall he live.” Again, ſays tae apoſtle, ** By 
faith we are ſaved, and that not of ourſelves, it 
is the gift of God,” 

This, this is the way, walk in it. This do and 
ye ſhall live. You hall live in Chriſt, and Chrilt 
in you; you ſhall be one with Chriſt, and Chit 
with you. But, without this, your outward govu- 
neſs and profeſſions will avail you nothing, 

But iben, by this faith, we are to underſtan! 
not a dead ſpeculative faith, a faith in the head; 
but a liviog principle wrougat in the heart by 
the powerful operations of the Holy Ghoſt, A 
faith that will enable us to overcome the worid, 
and forſake all in afiection for Jeſus Crit, 
For thus fpeaks our bleſſed Maſter, ** Unleſs a 
man foriake all that he hath, he cannot be my 
diſcip'e.” | 

And ſo the apoſtle, in the words immediately 
following the text, ſays, Being made conforin- 
able to his death; thereby implying, that tax 
knowing the power of Chriſt's rœſurrection cans 
not be without the being made confurmabie t9 
him in nis death, loſe 

This we have ſhadowed out by the cuſtom ut 
baptizing by iaunerũon in tae primitive church, 
and (which is allo recommended by our on 
their putting the in ants under the water, fig: 
nificd their obligation to die unto fin; as tacit 
taking them out of the water, ſignificd tacir 
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ning again to newneſs of life, To which the 
apoſtle plainly alludes, when he ſays, © We are 
buried with him in baptiſm.” 

If we can reconcile light and darkneſs, hea- 
ven and hell, then we may hope to know the 
power of Chriſt's reſurrection with--ut dying to 
ourſelves and the world, Bur till we can do 
this, we might as well expect that Chritt will 
have concord with Belial. 

For there is ſuch a contrariety between the 
ſpirit of this world, and the Spirit af Jeſus 
Chriſt, that he who will be at friendſhip with 
the one mult be at enm:ty with the other. © We 
cannot ferve God and mammon,” 

This may indeed ſcem a hard ſaying, and 
many, with the young man in the golpel, may 
be tempted to go away forrowful, But where- 
fore ſhould this offend them? For what is all 
that is in the world, the luſt of the eye, the luſt 
of the fi-ſh, and the pride of life, but vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit ? 

God is love; and therefore could our own 
wills, or the world have made us happy, he ne- 
ver would have ſent his own dear Son Jeſus 
Chriſt to die and riſe again, to deliver us from 
he power of them; but becauſe they only tor- 
ment, but cannot ſatisfy, therefore God bids re- 
nounce them, 

Had any one perſu:ded profane Eſau not to 
loſe ſo glorious a privilege merely for the ſake 
ot gratifying a preſent currupt inclination, when 
he ſaw him about to fell his birth-right for a 
little red pottage, Would not one think that 
man was Eſau's friend? And juſt thus ſtands 


he caſe between God and us, By the 92 
| | an 
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and reſurrection of Jeſus Chrilt we are new 
born to an heavenly inheritance among all them 
which are ſanctified, but our own corrupt wills 
would tempt us to ſell this glorious birth-right tor 
the vanities of the world, which like Eſau's red 
pottage, may pleaſe us for a while, but will ſoon 
be taken away from us. God knows this, and 
therefore bids us rather renounce them for a 
ſeaſon, than for the ſhort enjoyment of them 
loſe the privilege of that glorious birth-rignt, 
to which, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, we 
are entitled, 

Oh the depth of the riches and excellency of 
Chriſtianity | Well might the great St Pan] count 
all things but dung and droſs for the excellency 
of the knowledge of it. Well might he deiire 
ſo ardently to know Jeſus, and the power of his 
reſorrection. For even on this fide eternity it 
raiſes us above the world, and makes us fic in 
heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Well might that glorious company of wor- 
thies recorded in the holy ſcriptures, ſupported 
with a deep ſenſe of their heavenly calling, de- 
ſpiſe the pleaſures and profits of this life, and 
wander about in ſheep ſkins, and goat ſkins, in 
dens and caves of the earth, being deſtitute, a- 
flicted, tormented. 

And oh that we were all like minded ! that 
we felt the power of Chriſt's reſurrection as they 
did! How ſhould we then count all things as 
dung and droſs for the excellency of the Kno- 
ledge of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord! How ſhould we 
then recover our primitive dignity, trample earth 
under our feet, and with our ſouls be contin- 
ually graſping after God. 14 
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And what hinders but we may be thus mind— 
ed? Is Jeſus Chriſt, our great High Prieſt, al- 


trred from what he wie? No, he is the ſume 
yelterday, to-day, and for ever. And tr ougb 
he is exalted to the r. r hand of God, is not 
:/hamed to, call us brethren. The power of his 
reſurrection is as Hcy now as formeriy, and the 
Holy Spirit, which was aſſured to us by bis re- 
ſurrecti: n, as ready and able to qu cken us why 
are dead in treſpaſſes and fins, as any fatnt that 
ever lived, Le: us but cry, and that jaſtantly, 
to him that is mighty and able ro ſave, Let us, 
in {incer.ty and truth, without ſcerttly keeping 
back tre leitt part, renounce curfejves and the 
world, and chen we ſhall be Chrittians indeed. 
Aud though the wo lu may caſt us out, and ſe— 
parate [rom our company, yet Jefus Cariſt will 
walk with and abide in us; and at the ceneral 
relurrection of the laſt day, wuen the voice of 
tic archangel and trump obGod (hall bid the ſea 
and the graves give up their dead, and all na- 
tions ſhall a appear before bim, then will he con- 
leſs us before His Father and the holy angels, 
and we ſhall receive the ſentence which he hall 
then pronounce to ell th:it love and fear him, 
laying, Come, ye ble{[:d children of my La- 
ther, inherit the K:n,dom prepared for you from 
ine beginning ef the world.“ 


Grant this, O Father, for the ſame thy dear 


Son's ſake Jelus Chriit our Lord, to whom 
wich thee aud the Holy Gnoſt, &c. 
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THE INDWELLING fOF THE SPIRIT, 
THE COMMON PRIVILEGE OF ALL 
BELIEVERS, 


JoHN vi. 37, 38, 39. 


IN THE LAST DAY, THAT GREAT DAY OF THE 
FEAST, JESUS STOOD AND CRIED, SAYING, IF ANY 
MAN THIRST, LET HIM COME UNTO ME, AND 
DRINK. HE THAT EELIEVETH ON ME, AS THE 
SCRIPTURE HATH SAID, OUT OF HIS BELLY SHALL 
FLOW RIVERS OF LIVING WATER. BUT THIS 
SPAKE HE OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH THEY THAT 
BELIEVE ON BIM SHOULD RECEIVE. 


TOTHING has rendered the croſs of Chriſt 
of leſs effect, nothing has been a greater 
ſtumbling block ard rock of oftence to weak 
minds, than a ſunpoſittin now current among us, 
that moſt of what is contained in the goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, was deſigned for our Lord's firit 
and immediate followers, and conſequently ca- 
culated for one or two hundred years, Accor- 
dirgly many now read the life, ſufferings, death, 
ard refurreQion of Jeſus Chriſt, in the fame 


mar ner as learned men read Ceſar's commen- 
Larlcsy 


ET, 
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taries, or the conquelts of Alexander; as things 
rather intended to afford matter for ſpeculation, 
than to be acted over again in and by us. 

As this is true of the doctrine of the goſpel in 
general, ſo it is in particular of the operation of 
God's Spirit upon the hearts of believers, for we 
no ſooner mention the neceſſi:y of our receiv- 
ing the Holy Ghoſt in theſe laſt days, as well as 
formeily ; but we are locked upon, by ſme, as 
enthuſiaſts and madmen; and, by others, repre=- 
ſented as wilfully deceiving the people, and 
undermining the eſtabliched conſtitution of the 
church, 

Judge ye then, my brethren, whether it is not 
high time for the true miniſters of Jeſus Chriit, 
who have been themſelves made partakers of 
this heavealy gift, to life up their voices like a 
trumpet; and if they would not have thoſe fouls 
periſh for which the Lord Jeſus has ſhe his 
precious blood, to declare with all boldneſs, 
that the holy Spirit is the common privilege and 
portion of all believers in all ages; and that we 
alſo, as well as the firſt Chriſtians, mult receive 
the Holy Ghoſt ere we can be truly call-4 tae 
children of God. | 

For this realon, (and alſo that I might an- 
[wer the deſign of our church in appotating tne 
preſent teitivai) | have choſen the words of the 
text. 

They were ſpoke by Jeſus Chriſt, when, as 
the evangeliſt tells us, he was at the feait of Ta- 
bernacles. Our Lord (hercin leading all an ex- 


ample ) attended on the tempie-[ervice in gene- 
Tal, and the feltivais of tac Jewiſh caurcn in 
Tuc feitival at walch he was now 


X 2 


Particular, 
prelſen:,. 
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preſent, was that of the feaſt of Tabernacles, 
which the Jews obſerved according to God's ap. 
pointment, in commemoration of their living in 
rents. At the laſt Gay of this feaſt, it was cul- 
tomary for many pious people to tetch water 
from a certain place, and bring it on their heads, 
ſin ging this anitem out of Iſaiah, “ And with 
% Joy Thall they draw water out of the wells of 
© tjalvation.” Our dear Lord Jeſus oblerv.ng 
this, and it being his cor:ltant practice to ſpirtual- 
ze every thiry te met with, Cries out, © If any 
man thuſt, lec him come unto me, ruther than 
unto the veil, and drink. He that belicveth on 
me, as the ſcripture hath ſpoxcn, (where it is 
faid, God will make water out oi a dry rock, 
and ſuch like), out of his belly ſhall flow rivers 
of water.“ And that we might know what our 
Saviour meant by this Lving water, the evange- 
liſt immediately acds, © But this ſpake he of the 
Spirit, which they that believe on him ſhould 
receive,” Theſe laſt words 1 ſhall chic fly inſiſt 
en ig the enſuing diſcourſe, and {hall treat ti. em 
in the following manacr, 


Firſt, I ſhall brieffly ſnew what is meant by 
the word Spirit. 

Secondly, I ſhall ſhew that this Spirit is the 
ce muion privilege of all bel.evers, 

Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew the reafon on which this 
coctrine is founded. 

Lafily, i ſhail conclude with a general exhor- 
tauon, to believe on Jeſus Chriſt, where 

| ty alone we can be qualified to receive this 

ſpits 


And 
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And, firſt, L am briefly to ſhew what is meant 
es, by the Spirit, 

Ip By the Spirit, or the holy Ghoſt, is to be un- 
11 derſtood the third perion in the ever bleſſed Tri- 
nity, co-ſubſtantial and co-eternal with the Fa- 
ther and the Son, proceeding from, yet equal to 
ds. them both. For to ule the words of our church 


Uh in this day's office, that which we believe of the 
> OL YI glory of the Father, the ſame we believe of the 
5 Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, without any dif- 
aal- 


terence or inequality. 

any f Thus ſays St John, in his firſt epiſtle, chap. 
V, ver, 7. © There are three that bear record in 
on heaven, the Father, the Word, ard the Holy 
t is WF Ghoſt, and theſe three are one.“ And our Lord 
when he gave his apoſtles comnaſſion to go and 
teach all nations, commands them to baptize, in. 
our the name of the Holy Ghoſt, as well as of the 
ge MW Father and the Son, And St Peter, Acts v. 
the ver. 3. laid to Ananias, ** Why hath Satan filled 


ald WF thine heart te lie unto the Holy Ghoſt ?” and 
nlit ver. 4. he ſays, Thou haſt not lied unto man, 
em but unto God,” From all which paſlages, it is 

plain that the Holy Ghoſt is truly and properly 
hs God, as well as the Father and the Son. This. 


is an unſpeakable myſtery, but a myltery of 
God's revealing, and therefore to be aſſcnted to 
with our whole hearts; feeing God is not a man 
that he ſhould lie, nor the fun of man that he 


this ſhould dcceive. 

| proceed, ſecondly, to prove, that the Holy 
nor- i St is the common priviicge of all bellevets. 
+ i But, here | would not be underitood of ſo re- 
this ceiving the Holy Gaoſt, as to enable us to work 
Fro miracles, or ſhe y outward ſigns and wonders ; 
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For I allow our addverſaries that pretend to be 
Inſpired, in this ſenſe, is being wile above what 
is written, Pe rhaps it cannot be proved tha: 
God even interpoſed in this extraordinary man- 
ner, but when lome new revelation was to be c- 
ſtabliſhed, as at the firit ſettling of the Mulaic 
and yoſpel diſpenſation. And as for my owa 
part, I cannot but ſuſpect the ſpirit of thoſe who 
in ſiſt upon a repetition of ſuch miracles at this 
time, For the world being now become no- 
mmally Cbriſtian ar leaſt, (though, God knous, 
little of the power is left among as), there nee 
not cutward miracles, but only an inward Cu- 
operation of the Holy Spirit with the word, t» 
prove that Jeſus is that Meſſiah which Was co 
come into the world. 

Beſides, it is peſſible for thee, O man, to 
have taith, fo as to be able to remove moun- 
rains, or caſt out devils; nay, thou migbteſt pes 


with the tongue of men and angels, yea, and 


bid the fan ſtand 11:11 in the midſt 6+ heaven, ye, 
what would all thete gitis of the Spirit ava! 
thee, without being made partaker of his ſanc- 
tiſying graces? Saul bad tue Spirit uf govern 
ment tor a while, ſo as to become another man, 
and yet was a' caltaway. And many, why Cit 
out deEviis in Chriſt's name, at the lalt wiil be 
dilowned by hum. It therefore thou hadit cn 
the gitis, but waſt deititute of the graces of the 
Holy Gbott, they would on!y lerve to lead thee 
With o much the more oleummanry to Hell. 

Hefe then, I ſay, we join iſſue with our ad- 
veitarics, and Will FeaCliy gtfant, that we are t 
in this ſenſe infpired, as were our Lord's firlt 4. 


peſtles. But unlels men have eyes which fes 
not, 
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not, and ears that hear not, how can they read 


the latter part of the text, and not confels that 
the Holy Spirit, in another ſenſe, is the common 
privilege of all beiievers, even to the end of the 
world? This ſpake he of the Spirit, which 
they that believe on him ſhall receive.” Od— 
ſerve he does not ſay, they that believe on him 
for one or two ages, but they that believe on 
him in general, 1, e. at all times, and in all places, 
So that, unleſs that we can prove that St John 
was under a deluſion when he wrote theſe words, 
we mult bcheve that we, even we alſo, ſhall re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoſt, if we believe on the Lord 
Jeſus with our whole hearts. 

Again, our Lord, juſt before his bitter paſſion, 
when he was about to offer up his foul an offer— 
ing for the fins of the world ; when his heart was 
moſt enlarged, and he would undoubtedly de— 
mand tne moſt excellent gifts for bis diſciples, 
prays, ©© That they all may be one, as thou, Fa- 
ther, art in me, and J in thee, that they allo may 
be one in us, I in them, and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one;“ That is, that 
all his true followers might be united to him by 
his Holy Spirit, by a real, vital, and myitical 


union, as there is between Jeſus Chriſt and the 


Facher. I lay all his true followers, For it is 
evident from our Lord's own words, that he had 
us and all bclicvers in view, wen he put up this 
prayer, © Neither pray 1 for theſe alone, but 
for them alto which thail believe on me thiough 
their word ;”” lo that ualeſs we treat our Lord, 
as che high prieſts did, and count him a blat- 
phemer, we mult contcts, that all who believe in 


Jelus Chriſt, through the word or Lone 
O | 
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of the apoſtles are to be joined to Jeſus Chtiſt 
by being made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 
There is a fgieat noiſe made of late, about 
the word enthuſiaſt, anc it has been caſt upon the 
preachers of the golpel, as a term of reproach, 
But every Chriltian, in the proper ſenſe of the 


word, mutt be an enthuſiaſt. That is, muſt be 
inſpired of God, or have God in bim: For who 
dares jay, he is a Chriſtian, till he can ſay, God 
is in me? St Peter tells us, we have many great 
and precious promiſes, that we may be made 
partakers of che divine nature. Our Lord prays, 
that we may be cne, as the Fatner and he are 
one; and our own church, in conformity to theſe 
texis of ſcripture, in her excellent communion- 
office, teils us, that thoſe who receive the ſacra- 
ment worthily, “ Dwell in Chriſt, and Chiiſt in 
« them; itat they are one with Chriſt, and 
„ Chrilt with tncm,” And yet Chriſtians, in 
general, muit have their names caſt out as evil, 
and miniſters 1a particular muſt be looked upon 
as deceivers of tie people, for affirming, that we 
muit be really united to. God, by receiving the 
Holy Ghoſt. Be aſtoniſhed, O heavens, at this! 

Indeed, I wijl not ſay our letter-learned 
preachers deny this doctrine in expreſs words. 
Bui however they Co it in effect; for they talk 
profefied againſt id ward feelings, and ſay, we may 
have God's Spirit without feeling it, WhICH 18 
in reality to deny the- thing itielf. And had 12 
mind to hinder the piogreſs of the golpri, and 
to Eſtabliſh the kingdom of darkaeis, 1 would 
go about telling people, they might have the 
Spirit of God, and yet not teet ir. 
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But to return: When our Lord was about to 
alcend to his Father, and our Father; to his 
God, and our God; he gave his apoſtles this 
commiſſion, © Go and teach all nations, bapt z. 
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Sun, and of the Holy Ghoſt. By the term, all 
nations, it is allowed, are meant all that ſhould 
profeſs to believe on Jeſus always, even to the 
end of the world, Aad accordingly, by autho- 
rity of this commiſſion, we do baptize them in 
this and every age of the church. And if this 
be true, then the prop“ ſition to be proved will 
be undeniable, For though we tranflate theſe 
words bapiizing them 1a the name; yet as the 
name of God, in the Lord's prayer, and ſeveral 
(ther places, ſignifies his nature, they might as 
well be tranil.ted thus, © baptizing them into 
the nature of the Father, into the nature of the 
Sun, and into the nature of the Holy Ghoſt,” 
And cunſ quently, if we are to be bap:1z:d into 
the nature of the Holy Ghoſt, ere our bap:ilm 
be effectual to ſalvatio.,, it is evident, that we all 
muſt actually receive the Holy Ghoſt, ere we 
can ſay, we truly believe in Jetus Chriſt. For 
no one can ſy that Jeſus is my Lord, but he 
Lat hath thus received the Holy Gholt. 

Numbers of other texts might be quoted, to 
make his doctrine, if poſſible, ſtill more plain, 
But Jam aſtuniſhed, that any, who call thein- 
lelves members, much more, that many, who 
are preachers uf the church of England, ſhould 
dare ſy much as open their lips agaiaſt it, Ang 
yet with grief, God is my judge, | ſpeak it, per- 
lons of th: eftathlhed church ſcem, more grew: 

. Tally, 
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rally, to be ignorant of it than any diſſenters 
whatſoever, | 

But good God! My dear brethren, what have 
you been doing? How often have your kearts 
given your lips the lie? How often have you of- 
fered God the ſacrifice of fools, and had your 
prayers turned into fin, if you approve of and 
uſe our excellent church liturgy, aud yet deny 
the Holy Spirit to be the portion of all belie- 
vers? in the daily abſolution, the miniſter exhorts 
the people to pray that God would grant them 
repentance, and his Holy Spirit, In the collec 
for Chriſtmas day, we beſeech God that he 
would daily renew us by his Holy Spirit. In 
the laſt weeks collect we prayed that we may 
evermore rejoice ia the comforts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, And in the concluding prayer, which 
we put up every day, we pray not only that the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of 
God, but that the tellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt 
may be with us all evermore. | 

But farther.: A ſolemn ſeaſon is now approach- 
ing, | mean the ember days, at the end of which 
all that are to be ordained to the othce of a dra- 
con, are. in the fight of God, and in the pre- 
ſence of the congregatioa, to declare, That the) 
truit that they arc inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghoit, to take upon them that adminiſtration, 
And to thoſe, wiio are ordained prielts, the bi- 
ſhop is to repeat theſe folemn words, ** Receive 
thou the Holy Ghoſt, now committed unto tace 
by the impoſition of our hands.” And-yer, ch 


that | had no reaſon to ſpeak it, many that ue 
our forms, and many that have witnefled £1's 


good coufeſſion, yet date talk and preacu againk 
tne 
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the neceſſity of receiving the Holy Ghoſt now, 
as well as formerly; and not-ovrly ſo, but cry 
out againſt thoſe, who do infilt upon ir, as mad- 
men, enthuſiaſts, ſchiſmatics, and undermincrs 
of the eſtabliſhed conſtitution. | 
But you are the ſchiſmatics, you are the bane 
of the church of England, who are always cry- 
Ing out the temple of the Lord, the temple of 
the Lord; and yet ſtarve the people out of our 
communion, by feeding them only with dry 
huſks of dead morality, and not bringing out to 
them the fatted calf, ] mean the doctrines of the 
operation of the bleficd Spirit of God. But 
here is the misfortune, many of us are not led 
by, end therefore no wonder that we cannot 
talk feclipgly of the Holy Ghoſt. We ſubſcribe 
to Our articles and make them ſerve for a key to 
get into church-preferment, and then preach 
contrary to thoſe very articles to which we have 
ſubſcribed. Far be it from me, to charge all 
the clergy with this hateful hypocriſy. No, bleſ- 
ſed be God, there are ſome left among us who 
dare maintain the doctrines of the reformation, 
and preach the truth as it is in Jeſus, But l 
ſpeak the truth in Chriit, 1 lie not. The gene- 
rality of the clergy are fallen fiom our articles, 
and do not ſpeak agreeable to them, or to the 
form of ſound words delivered in the ſcriptures, 
Wo be unto ſuch blind leaders of the blind! 
How can you eſcape the damnation of hell? It 
is not all your learning, falſely to called, it is 
not all your preferments can keep you from the 
juſt judgment of God, Yet a little while and 
ve ſhall all appear before the tribunal of Chriſt, 


There, there will 1 mcet you; there Jeſus * 
that 


252 7 he indwelling of the Spirit Serm. XI. 
that great Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls, ſhall 
determine who. are the falſe prophets, who are 
the wolves in ſheep's cloathing. Thoſe who 
ſay, we muſt now receive and feel the Holy 
Ghoſt, or thoſe who exclaim againſt it as the 
doctrine of devils, 

But I can ſay no more. It is an unpleaſing 
taſk to cenſure any order of men, eſpecially thoſe 
who are in the miniſtry; nor would any thing 
excuſe it but neceſſity : That neceſſity which ex- 
torted from our Lord himſelf ſo many woes a- 
gainſt the ſcribes and Phariſees, the letter-learn- 
ed rulers and teachers of the Jewiſh church, 
And ſurely, if I could bear to ſre people perifh 
for lack of knowledge, and yet be ſilent towards 
thoſe who kept from them the key of true kuow- 
ledge, the very ſtones would cry our, 

Would we reſtore the church to its primitive 
dignity, the only way is to live and preach the 
doctrine of Chriſt, and the articles ro which ve 
have ſubſcribed, Then we ſhall find the num— 
ber of diſſenters will daily decreaſe, and the 
church of England become the joy of the whole 
earth, 

I am now, in the third place, to ſhew the rea- 
ſonableneſs of this doctrine. 5 

I {ay, the reaſonableneſs of this doctrine. For 
however it may ſeem fool:ſhneſs to the natural 
man, yct to thoſe who have taſted of the good 
word of life, and have felt the powers of the 
world to come, it will appear to be founded on 
the higheſt reaſon, and is capable, to thoſe wiv 
have eyes to ſee, even to a demonſtration. | 
ſay, of a demonſtration, for it ſtands on this ſclf 


evident ſuppoſition, That we are fallen crea- 
tures, 
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tures, or, to uſe the ſcripture expreſſion, © Have 
all died in Adam, | | 

I know indeed it is now a common thing a- 
mong us, to deny the doctrine of original fin, as 
well as the divinity of Jcſus Cnriit, “ who is 
God over all, bleſſed for ever.” But it is in- 
cumbent on thoſe who deny it, firſt to diſprove 
the authority of the holy ſcriptures. If thou 
canſt prove, thou unbeliever, that the book, 
which we call the Bible, does not contain the 
lively oracles of God; if thou canſt ſhew that 
holy men of old did not write this book, as they 
were lawardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, then 
will we give up the doctrine of orginal fin. 
Burt unleis thou canſt do ti.is, we muſt inſiſt 
upon it, That we arc all conceived and born in 
lin; if far no other, yet for this one rcalon, be- 
cauſe that God, who cannot lie, has told us fo, 

But what has light to do with darkneſs, or 
polite Infideis with the Bible? Alas! as they 
are ſtrangers to the power, ſo they are general- 
ly as great ſtrangers to the word of God: And 
therefore, if we will preach to them, we mult 
preach from their hearts: For talking in the 
language of th? ſcripture, is but like talking in 
an uaknosn tongue. Tell me then, O man, 
wholoever thou ait, that denieſt the doctrine of 
original fin, if thy conſcience be not ſeared as 
wit a hot iron, tell me, if thou doſt not find 
thyſe}f by nature to be a mniely mixture of 
beute and devil? J know thele terms will ſtit up 
tne whole Phariſce in thy heart; but let not fa» 
tan hurry thee hence, itop a litile, and let us 
reaſon together; doſt thou not find, that by na- 


ture thou ait pione to pride ? Otherwiſe, * 
ore 
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fore art thou now offended? Again, doſt thou 
not find in thyſelf the ſeeds of malice, revenge, 
and all uncharitableneſs? And what are theſe 
but the very tempers of the Devil? Again, do 
we not all by nature follow, and ſuffer ourſelves 
to be led by our natural appetites, always look- 
ing downwards, never looking upwards to that 
God in whom we live, move, and have a being? 
And what is this but the very nature of the beaſts 
that periſh? Out of thy own heart therefore will 
I] oblige thee to confeſs, what an inſpired apo— 
e has long ſince told us, That the whole 
world by nature lies in the wicked One, i. e. the 
Devil; that we are no better than thoſe whom 
St Jude calls brute beaſts: for we have tempers 
in us ail, by nature, that prove to a dernon- 
ſtration, that we are altogether earthly, ſenſual, 
deviliſh. 
And this, by the way, will ſerve as another 
argument to prove the reality of the operations 
of the bleſſed Spirit on the heaits of believers, 
againſt thoſe falſe profeflors who deny there is 
any ſuch thing as influences of the Holy Spirit, 
that may be telt. For if they will grant that 
the Devil worketh, and that fo as to be felt in 


the hearts of thi children of diſobedience, 
(which they muſt grant, unleſs they will give an 


apoſtle the lie), where is the wonder that the 


good Spirit ſhould have the fame power over 


thoſe that are truly obecicnt to the faich of Je- 
fus Chriſt. 

But to return. If it be true then, that we are 
all by nature a motely mixture of brute and de- 
vil, it is evident, that we all muſt receive the 


Holy 


FF 
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Holy Ghoſt, cre we can dwell wich and enjoy 
God 

When you read how the proligal in the gol- 
pel was reduced to ſo low a condition, as to cat 
huſks with the ſwine, and how Nebuchadnezzar 
was turned out to praze with oxen, I am confi- 
dent you pity their unhappy ſtate. And when 
you hear how Jeſus Chriſt will fay, at the laſt 
day, to all that are not born again of God,“ De- 
part from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels,” dy not 
your hearts ſhrink within you, with a fecret hor- 
ror? And if creatures with only our degree of 
goodneſs cannot bear even the thoughts of 
dweiling with beaſts or deviis, to whole nature 
we are ſo nearly allied; how do we imagine, 
God, who is infinite goodneſs and purity itſelt, 
can dwell with us, While we are partakers of 
both their natures? We might as well thiak to 


reconcile heaven and hell. 


When Adam had eaten the forbidden fruit, 
he fled and hid himſelf from God. Why? be- 
caule he was naked; that is, he was alienated 
from the life of God, the due puniſhmen: of his 
diſobedience. Now, we are all by nature naked 
and void of God, as he was at that ume, and 
conſequently, till we are changed, and cluthed 
upon by a divine nature again, we mult fly from 
God aito, 

Hence then appears the reaſonableneſs of our 
being obliged io receive the Spirit of God, it 
is founded on the doctrine of original bn; and 
therefore you will always find, that thoſe who 
talk. agaialt tceling the operations of the Haly 


Ghoſt, very cacely, or very ſlightly at leaſt men- 
X 2 tion 


256 The indwelling of the Spirit Serm, XI. 


tion our fall in Adam. No, they refer St Paul's 
2ccount of the depravity of unbelievers only to 
thoſe of old time; whereas it is obvious, on the 
contrary, that we are all equally included under 
the guilt and conſc quences of our firſt parent's 
ſin; even as others, and to uſe the language of 
our own church-article, bring into the world 
with us a corruption, which renders us liable to 
God's wrath, and eternal damnation, 

Shculd I preach to you any other dectrire, I 
ſhould wrong my own foul ; 1 ſhould be found a 
falſe witneſs towards God and you. And he 
that preaches any o'her doctrine, howſoever dig- 
nified and diſtinguiſhed, ſhall bear bis puniſh- 
ment, wkolocver he be. 

From this plain reaſcn then appears the ne- 
ce ſſity why we, as well as the firſt apoſtles, in 
this ſenſe, mult receive the Spirit of God, 

For the great werk of ſandlification, or mak- 
ing us hcly, is paiticulaily referred to the Holy 
Gtoſt: And therefore our Lord ſays, “ Unleſs 
a man be born of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God,” 

For Jeſus Chriſt came down to ſave us, not 
only from the guilt, but alſo from the power of 
fin, And t.owever often we have repeated our 
creed, and tcld God we believe in the Holy 
Ghoſt, yer if we have not believed in him, ſo as 
to be really united co Jeſus Chriſt by him, we 
have no more concord with Jeſus Chriſt than 
Belial himſelf, 

And now, my brethren, what ſhall I ſay more? 
Tell me, are not many of you cftended at what 
has been ſaid already? Do not ſome of you 
think, though I mean well, yet I have nes 
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the point a liitle too far? Are not others ready 
to cry out, If this be true, who then can be ſa- 
ved ? Is not that driving people into deſpair, 

Yes, | ingeniouſly conteſs it is. But into what 
deſpair of mercy through Chriſt? No, God for- 
bid; but a deſpair of I'ving with God without 
receiving the Holy Ghoſt, And 1 would to 
God, that not only all you, that hear me this day, 
but that the whole world was filled with this 
deſpair, Believe me, my brethren, I have been 
doing no more than you allow your bodily phy- 
ſicians to do every day, If you bave a wound 
in your bodies, and are in earneſt, about a cure, 
you bid the ſurgeon probe to the very bottom: 
And ſhall not the phyfician of your fouls be al- 
lowed the ſame freedom ? And what have | been 
doing but ſearching your natural wounds, that 
I might covince you of your danger, and pur 
you upon applying to Jeſus Chriſt for a reme- 
dy? lndecd 1 have dealt with you as gently as ! 
could; and now I have wounded, I coine to heal 
you. | 

For I was, in the laſt place, to exhort you all 
to come to Jeſus Chriſt by faith, whereby you, 
even you alſo, ſhall receive the Holy Ghoit, 
For thus ſpake ie of the Spirit, which they 
that believe on him ſhould receive.” 

This, this is what 1 long to come to, Hi- 
therto I have been preaching only ihe law, but 
* behold I bring you glad ridings of great joy.“ 
If I have wounded you before, be, not afraid, be- 
hold I now bring a remedy for all your wounds: 
For notwithſtanding you are all now tuak into 
the nature of the beaſt and devil, yet If you. 
truly believe on Jeius Chriſt, you lhail receive 
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the quickening Spirit promiſed in the text, ard 
be reſtored to the glorious liberty of the ſons 
of God. I ſay, if you believe on Je ſus Chriſt: 
„For by f:ith we are ſaved, not by works, leaſt 
any one ſhould boalt.” Ard however ſome men 
may lay, there is a fitneſs required in the crea- 
rure, and that we muſt have a righteouſneſs of 
our ovn, before we can lay hold on the righte- 
ovulneſs of Chriſt; yet if we will believe the ſcrip— 
ture, ſalvation is the free gift of God in Chritt 
Jeſus our Lord; and whoſoever belit veth on him 
with his while heart, the ugh his foul be as black 
as hell itſelf, ſhall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Betold then, | ftand up, and cry out 
in this great Cay of the feaſt, * Let every one 
that tiirite;h come unto Jeſus Chriſt and drink, 
He that belicveth on him, out of his belly ſhall 
flow, not.cnly ſtreams or -rivulets, but whole ri- 
vers of living water,” This I ſpeak, my bre- 
thren, of the Spirit, which they that believe in 
Jeſus, ſhall certainly recgive, For Jeſus Chriſt 
is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. He 
is the © way, the truth, the reſurrection, and the 
life, Whoſcever belicveth on him, though be 
were Ctad, yet ſhall he live.” There 1s-no re- 
ſpect of peiſons with Jelus Chriſt, High and 
low, rich and poor, one with another may con- 
to him with an humble confidence, if they draw 
near by faith. From him we may all receive 
grace upon grace: For Jeſus Chriſt is full of 
grace and truth, and ready io fave to the utter- 
moſt all that by a true faith turn unto him. In- 
deed the poor generally receive the goſpel, and 
God has choſen the poor in this world. rich 11 
faith, But though not many mighty, not nao 
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Noble are called; and though it be eaſter for a 


camel to go through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
Gad, yet even to you that are rich do I now 
freely offer ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, if you 
would renounce yourſelves, and come to Jeſus 
Chriſt as poor ſinners; | fay as poor ſinners: 
For the poor in ſpirit are only fo bleſſed as to 
have a right io the kingdom of God, And Jeſus 
Chriſt calls none to him but thoſe that thirſt af- 
ter his righteouſneſs, and feel themſelves weary 
and heavy laden with the burden of their fins, 
Jeſus Chriſt juſtifics the ungodly, He © came 
not to call the righteous, but ſinners to repen- 
tance,” 

Do not then ſay you are unworthy : for this is 
a faithful and. true ſaving, and worthy of all men 
to receive, © That Jrius Chriſt came into the 
world to ſave ſinners;“ ard it you are the chief 
of ſinners, if you feel yourſelves ſuch, verily 
Jeſus Chriſt came into the world chicfly to fave 
you. When Joſeph was called out ot the priſon 
houſe to Pharaoh's court, we are told, that he 
ſtaid ſome time to prepare himſelf; but do yuu 
come with all your priſon clothes about you; 
come poor, and miſerable, and blind, and naked 
as you are, and God the Father ſhall receive 
you with open arms as he did the returning pro- 
digal, He ſhall cover your nakedneſs wich the 
beſt robe of his dear Son's 1ightrouluels, ſhall 
ſeal you with the ſignet of his Spirit, and feed 
you with the fatted calt, even with tac comforts 
of the Holy Gnoſt. Oh let there then be joy 
in heaven over ſome of you believing. Let me 
net go back to my Matter, and lay, Lord, 2 
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260 
will not believe my report. 
your hrcarts, but open them wide, and let the 
King of glory in, Believe me, I am willing to 
go to priion or death for vou; but | am not 
willing to go to heaven without you, The Icve 
of Jeſus Chriſt conſtrains me to lift up my voice 
like a truropet. My heart is now full. Out 
of the abundance of ihe love which 1 have tor 
your precious and immortal fouls my mouth now 
ſpeaketh, And I could now not only continue 
my ciſcourſe till nadnight, but 1 could ſpeak 
till could ſpeak no more, And why ſhould ! 
deipair of any? No, | can deſpair of no one, 
when J contider that Jeſus Chrilt has had mercy 
on ſuch a wre:ich as l am, However you may 
thick of yourſclves, N know that by nature | am 
but half a devii and halt a beaſt : The free grace 
of Chriſt prevented me. He ſaw me in my 
blood, he paſſed by me, and iaid unto me, live. 
Ard the lame grace that was tuſficient for me, 
is ſufficient tor you alſo, Behold the ſame bleſ- 
ſed Spirit is ready to breathe on all your dry 
Lopes, if you will but believe on Jeſus Chrilt 
whom God has ſent, Indeed you can never 
believe on or ſerve a better maſter, one that is 
more mighty or more willing to ſave. Indeed 
Jen ſy the Lord Chriſt is gracious, his yoke 
is ealy, his burden exceeding light, After you 
have ſcrved him many years, like the ſervants 
under the law, was he willing to diſcharge you, 
jou would ſay, We love our maſter, and will 
not go trom him. Come then, my guilty bre- 
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him bleeding, panting, dying ! Behold him with 
arms ſtretched out ready to receive you all, 
Cry unto him as the penitent thief did, Lord, 
remember us now thou art in thy kingdom, and 
he ſhall ſay to your ſouls, ce Shortly hall you be 
with me in paradiſe,” For thole whom Chrilt 
juſtifics, them he alſo glorifies, even with that 
glory which he enjoyed with the Father before 
the world began, Do not ſay, *I have bought a 
piece of ground, and muſt needs go ſee it; l have 
bought a yoke of oxen, and mult needs go prove 
them; 1 have married a wife,” 1 am engaged 
in an eager purſuit after the luſt of the eye, and 
the pride ct life, and therefore cannor come, 
Do not fear having your name caſt out as evil, 
or being accounted a fool for Chriſt's ſake, 
Yer a little while and you ſhall ſhine like the ſtars 
in the firmament for ever. Only believe, and 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be to you © wiſdom, rig hteouſ- 
neſs, ſanctification, and eternal redemption.“ 
Your © bodies ſhail be faſhioned like unto his 
glorious body,” and your ſoul fall into all the 
tulnels of God, 
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Which may God, of his infinite mercy, grant 
through Jelus Chrit ; To whom with thee, O {0 
"A and thee, O Holy Gnoſt, three Perſons, if 
and one God, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 1 
power, might, majeſty, and dominion, now and 14 
cvermere. Amen, Amen. 


SERMON XII. 


THE ETERNITY OF HELL TOR- 
MENTS, 


MATTH, XXV. 46, 


THESE SHALL GO INTO EVERLASTING PUNISH- 
MENT, 


HE excellency of the goſpel diſpenſation 
is evidenced by nothing more than thoſe 
ſanctions of rewards and puniſhments which it 
offers to the choice of all its profeſſors, in order 
to invite or compel them to be obedient to its 
precepts; for it promiſes no leſs than eternal hap- 
pineſs to the good, and denounces no flighter a 
puniſhment than cverlatting miſery againſt che 
wicked, On the one hand, * lt is a favour of 
de life unto liſe;F“ on the other, A ſavour of 
te death unto death,” And though one would 
imagine the bare mentioning of the former would 
be ſufficient to draw men to their duty, yet mini- 
ſters, in all ages, have found it neceſſary frequent- 
ly to remind their people of the latter, and to 
ſet before them the terrors of the Lord, as iv 
many powertul difluaſives from fin, 
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But whence is it that men are fo diſgenuous? 
Why, the reaſon ſeems to be this. The promiſe 
of eternal happineſs, on our well doing, is ſo a- 
greeable to the inclinations and wiſhes of man- 
kind, that all that call themſelves Chriſtians, 
univerſally and willingly ſubſcribe to the belief 
of it; but then there is ſomething ſo ſhocking in 
the conſideration of eternal torments, and ſeem- 
ingly ſuch an infinite diſproportion between an 
endleſs duration of pain, and a ſhort life ſpent 
in pleaſure, that men (ſome at leaſt of chem) can 
ſcarcely be brought to confels it as an article of 
their faith, that an eternity of miſery awaits the 
wicked in a future ſtate, 

I ſhall therefore, at this time, beg leave to in- 
iſt on the proof of this part of one f the articles 
of our creed, and endeavour to make good what 
our ble ſſed Lord has here threatened in the text, 
that thoſe, that is, The wicked ſhall go away 
into everlaſting puniſhmenc.” 

Accordingly, without conſidering the words 
as they ſtand in relation to the context, 1 ſhall 
reſolve all J have tu ſay into this one general 
propoſition, © That the torments reſerved for 
© the wicked hereafter are eternal.“ 

But before 1 proceed to make good this, I 
muſt inform you { take it for granted, 

All here prefent itedfatlly beheve, “ They 
% have ſomething within them, which we call 
© a ſoul, and which is capable of ſurviving the 
© giſſolution of the body, and of being miſera- 
* ble or happy to all eternity.“ | 

I take it for granted farther, © That you be- 
© lieve a divine revelation, that thoſe books, 


&* emphatically called the ſcriptures, were writ- 
| ten 
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e ten by the inſpiration of God, and that the 
ce things therein contained are founded upon e- 
ce ternal truth.” | take it for granted, laſtly, 
* That you believe that the Son of God came 
« down to die for ſinners; that there is but one 
& Mediator between God and man, even the 
„Man Chriſt Jeſus.” 

Theſe things being granted, (and they were 
neceſſary to be premiſed), proceed we now to 
make good the one general propoſition men- 
tioned before, and aſſerted in the text, © That the 
«© corments reſerved for the wicked hereafter 
are eternal.“ © Theſe ſays our bleſſed Lord, 
ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment,” 

-The firſt argument I ſhall advance to prove 
that the torments reſerved for the wieked here- 
after are eternal, (for | have taken for granted, 
that you believe thoſe books, emphatically called 
the ſcriptures, were written by the inſpiration 
of God, and that the things contained therein 
are founded upon eternal truth), is, that the word 
of God hiniſelf aſſures us, line upon line, that it 
will de ſo, 

To quote all the texts that might be produced 
in proof of this, would be endleſs. Let it ſuf— 
fice to inſtance only a few, In tne old Tefta- 
ment, in the book of Daniel, chap. xii. ver. 2. 
we are told that, „ Some ſhall awake to evcr- 
Jafting life, and others to everlaſting contempt.” 
In the book of Iſaiah it is ſaid, that, The worm 
of thoſe that have tranſgreſſed God's law 1hall 
not die, nor their fire be quenched,” And, in 
another place, the holy prophet, ſtruck, no 
doubr, with aſtoniſhment and horror at the pro- 
ſpect of the continuance of the torments of the 
BY. damned 
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damned breaks out into this moving expoſtula- 
tion, «© Who can dwell with everlaſting burn- 
ings,” 

The New Teſtament is ſtill fuller as to this 
point it being a revelaiion which brought this 
and ſuch like particulars to a clear light. The 
apoſtle Jude tells us of the profane deſpiſers of 
dignities in his days, that“ for them was reſer- 
ved the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever.“ And in 
the book of the revelation ii is written, that, 
The ſmoke of the torments of the wicked aſcend- 
eth for ever and ever. And if we believe the 
witneſs of men inſpired, the witnels of the Son 
of God, who had the Spirit given him, as he was 
a Mediator, without meaſure, is {till far greater; 
and he, in St Mark's goſpel, repeats th is ſolema 
declaration three ſeveral times, © Iris better for 
thee ta enter into life mainied;“ that is, it is bet- 
ter to forego the gratification of ty luſt, or in- 
cur the diſpleaſure of a ſrien , which may be as 
dear to thee as a hand, or as uſeful as a foot than 
having two hands and feet, that is, for indulg— 
ing the one, or diſobcying God to oblige the o- 
ther, © To be cait into hell, where the worm 
dieth not, and the fiie is not quenched,” 

And here again, in the words of the text, 
% 'Thelſz,” that is, the wicked, ſays he, © ſhall 
go away into everlaſting puniſhment,” 

| know it has been objected by ſome who 
have denied the etein'ty of hell rorments, © That 
© the words, everlaſting, and ever and ever, are 
©* often uſed in (ne ſcripiures, (eſpecially in the 
te old Teitament), whea they ſignify not an end- 
te Jeſs duration, but a limited term of time.“ 

And this we readily yrant, But then we re- 
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ply, “ That when the werds are uſed with this 
© limitation, they either manifefily appear to 
* be uſed ſo from the context,“ or are put in 
oppc ſition to ſome occaſional types, which God 
gave his people'rn ſomr ſpecial occaſions; as 
when it is ſaid, It ſhall be a perpetual or ever- 
laſting ſtature, or, a ſtatute for ever,” that is, a 
ſtandirg type, and not merely trauſient or oe— 
ccasſionai, as was the pillar of cu ud, the manna, 
or ſuch like. Or, latiiy, They have a relation 
to that cov-nant God made with his ſpiritual 
Ifrzel, which, if underſtood in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
vil] be everlaſting, though the ceremonial diſ- 
penſ.tion be aboliſhed. | 

Befides, it ought to be obſerved, that ſome of 
the paſſages, juit now referred to, have neither 
of theſe words ſo much as mentioned in them, 
and cannot poſſibly be interpreted ſo as to de- 
ncte only a limited term of years. 

But let that be as it will, it is evident, even to 
a demcnRtration, that the words of the text how- 
ever, will not admit of ſuch a reitrained ſit nifi- 
cation, as appears from their being directly op- 


poſed to the words immediately tullowing, viz. ' 


« Thar the rizt.tecus ſhall go into life eternal.“ 
From weich words, all are ready to grant, that 
the life promiſed to the righteous will be eter- 
nal; and why che puniſhment threatened to ihe 
wicked, ſhould not be unde: ſtood to be eternal 
likewiſe, when the very ſame word in the otigi- 
nal is uſed to expreſs the duration of each, no 
ſhadow of a reaſun can be given. 

Bur, ſecondly, There cannot be one argu- 
ment urged, why God ſhould reward his ſaints 
Sith everlaliing happineſs, which will not equal- 
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ly prove that he ought to puniſh ſinners wich 
eternal miſery, 

For, ſince we know nothing (at leaſt for a cer- 

tainty) how he will deal with either but by a di- 
vine revelatioa; and ſince, as was proved by the 
loreging argument, he hath as poſitively threa- 
tened etcraally to pugiſh the wicked, as to re-— 
ward the good, it follows, that tis truth will be 
as much impeached and called in queſtion, did 
he not inflict his puniſhments, as it would be if 
he did not confer his rewards. 
To this alſo it has becn odjected, © That thy? 
God is obliged by his promiſe to give his re- 
wards, yet nis veracity could not be called in 
queltioa, ſuppoſing he ſhould not ex=cute his 
threatenings, as he actually did not in the caſe 
* of Niaeven, which God expreſsly declared, 
© by tis prophet Jonah, ſhouid be deitroyed in 
* forty days, no:withitanding che fequ-l uf ihe 
« itory intorms us that Niacveh was fpare4.” 

But, in aalwer to this objection, we allirm, 
e Phat God's threatenings, as well as pro.nilzs, 
e are „ithout repentance,” And for this rea- 
ſon, becaule they are both foun led on rhe eter- 
nal laws of right reaſon, accordingly we always 
find, that, waere the conditions wers no: per- 
formed on the non- performance of which the 
threatenings were denouaced, God always exe- 
cuied the punithmeac threatened, The driving 
Adam out of Egen, the deſtruction of the old 
world by a deluge of water, and the overthrow 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, are, and will be al- 
ways ſo many ſtanding monu.nents of God's ex. 
ECUting his tarcatenings When denounccd, tho 
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to our weak apprehenſions, the puniſhment may 
ſeem tar to exceed the crime. 

It is true God did ſpare Nineveh, and that 
becauſe the inhabitants did actually repent, and 
therefore performed the conditions upon which 
it was ſuppoſed, by the prophet's being ſent to 
warn thern, the threatened puniſhment would be 
with-held. 

And tio likewiſe, in reſpect to goſpel threaten- 
ings, if men would fo far conſult their own wel- 
fare, as to live up to the goſpel-terms, God cer- 
tainly will not puniſh them, but on the contrary, 
confer upon them his rewards; but to affirm 
that he will not puniſh, and that eternally too, 
impenitent, obſtinate ſinners, according as he 
hach threatened, if they do not perform the 
terms of the goſpel, what is in effect, but to 
make God like a man, that he ſhould lie, or the 
fon of man, that he ſhould repent? 

But the abfurdity of ſuch an opinion will ap- 
pear ſtill more evident from, 

I te next and third argument 1 ſhall offer to 
prove, * That the torments reſerved for the 
wicked hereafter are eternal,“ viz, from the na- 
ture of the Chriſtian covenant. 

And here 1 muſt again obſerve, that it was 
taken for granted, at the beginning of this dil- 


courſe, © That you believe the Son of God came 


« down to ſave ſinners; that there is but one 


« Mediator between God and man, even the 


« Man Chriſt Jeſus, Ks 

And here 1 take it for grauted farther, (unleſs 
you believe the abſurd and unwarrantable doc- 
trine of purgatory) that you are fully perſuaded, 


that this life is the only time allotted by Almigh- 
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ty God for working out our ſalvation, and that, 

aftct a few years are paſled over, there will lte 

main no more ſacrifice for fin, | 
Aud if this be granted (and who dares deny 1t) 


it foilows. that if a wicked man di-th in his wick— 


edneſs, and under the wrath of God, he muſt 
continue in that ſtate to ail etercity ; for, ſince 


there is no peſſibility of his being delivered out 


of ſuch a condition, but by and through Chriſt, 
and ſince, at the bur of death, the time of 
Chriſt's mediation and interceſſion for him is ir- 
recoverably gone, the fame reaſon that may be 
given, wiy God ſhould puntth a ſianer that dieth 
under the guilt of his fins, for a ſingle day, will 
equally hold gocd why he ſhouli c:nticue to 
puniſh him for a year, an age, lay, to all eternity. 

Bur | hatten tv the fourth and laſt argument, 
to prove, that the tormerts reſerved tar the 
wicked hereatter ate eternal,“ viz, becaule the 
Devil's puniſhment is to be ſo. 

That there is ſuch a bei g whom we call the 
Devil; that he was once an angel of light, but, 
for his pride and rebelliun ant God, was caſt 
down from heaven, and is now pcrinitted, with. 
the reſt of his ſpiritual wickednefſe:, to walk to 
and fro, ſeeking whom they may cvour; that 
there is a place of torment riterved for them, or, 
to ule the apoſtle's words, „I hat they are re- 
ſecved in everlaſting chains, under darknels, unto. 
the judgment of the great day,” are trutns all 
here pteſent were ſuppoi:d to be co, viuced of, 
when it was taken for granted, under the ſecond 
propolition at the beginning of this diſcourſe, 


that you believed the holy ictiptures ty be Writ- 
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ten by the inſpiration of God, wherein theſe 
truths are delivered. 

But then, if we allow all this, and think it no 
i9juſtice in God to puniſh thoſe glorious ſpirits 
for their rebellion, How can we think it unjuſt 
in him to puniſh wicked men for their impeni- 
tency to all eternity ? 5 

You will ſay, perhaps, that they have ſinned 
againſt greater light, and therefore deſerve a 
greater puniſhment, And ſo we grant, that the 
puniſhment of the fallen angels may be greater, 
as to degree, than that of wicked men ; but then 
we aflirm it will be equal as to the eternal dura- 
tion of it; for in that day, as the lively oracles 
of God inform us, ſhall the Son of man ſay to 
them on his left hand, ** Depart from me, je 
curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the de- 
vil and his angels.” Where we find that impe- 
nitent ſinners are to be caſt into the ſame ever- 
laſting fire with the devil and his angels, and 
that too very jultly; for though they may have 
ſinded againſt greater light, yet Chriſtians fin a- 
gainſt greater mercy, ſince Chriſt took not hold 
of, did not die for the fallen angels, but of the 
feed of Abraham, for men, and for our ſalva— 
tion; fo that if God ſpared not thoſe excellent 


beings, aſſure thyſclf, O obſtinate ſinner, who - 


ever thou art, be will by no means ſpare thee, 
From what then has been faid, it plainly ap- 
pears that verily the torments ref-rved for the 
wicked hereafter are eternal. And it fo, bre- 
thren, how holy ought we to be in all manner 
of converſation and godlin+-is, that we may be 
accounted worthy to eſcape this wrath to come ! 
But before 1 proceed to a praglical exhorta- 
tion, 
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tion, permit me to draw an inference or two 
from what has been ſaid. | 

And, firſt, If the torments reſerved for the 
wicked hereafter are eternal, what ſhall we ſay to 
thoſe who make an open profeſſion in their creed 
to beli-ve a life everlaſting, i. e. a life of happi- 
neſs as well as miſery, and yet dare to live in the 
actual commiſſion of thoſe ſins which will una- 
voidably, without repentance, bring them into 
that place of torment? Thou believelt the pu- 


niſhments of the impenitently wicked in another 


life are eternal; thou doſt well, the devils alſo 
believe and tremble; but know, O vain man, 
unleſs this belief influence thy practice, and 
makes thee bid adieu to thy ſins, every time thou 
repeateſt thy creed, thou doſt, in effect, ſay, I 
believe 1 ſhall be undone for ever. | 
But, ſecondly, If the torments reſerved for the 
wicked hereafter are eternal, then let this ſerve 
as a caution to ſuch perſons (and it is to be feared 
there are ſome luch) who go about to diſſuade 
others from the belief of ſuen an important truth, 


Then no ſurer way, in all probability, co encou- 


rage and promote infidelity and profanenſs, than 
the broaching or maintaining ſuch an unwarrant- 


able doctrine : For it the poſitive threats of God 


concerning the eternity of hell torments, are al- 
ready found ſufficient to deter men from fin, 
what a higher pitch of wickedneſs may we ima- 
gine they will quickly arrive at, Shen they are 
taught to entertain any hopes of a future reco- 
vel y ou. of them? Or, what is till worſe, that 
their louis are hereafter to be annihilated, and be- 
come like the beaſts that periſh? buc wo unto 


ſuch blind leaders of the blind, No ae: if 
they 
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they both fall into the ditch. And let ſuch cor. 
rupters of God's word know, that | tcltify unto 
every man that hearcih me this day, thar if any 
one ſhall add unto, or take away from the +. ords 
that are written in the book of God, God 1h l 
tzke his part out of the book of lite, and ſh-+l11 add 
unto him all the plagues tat are in that b, ok. 
1 hirdly and Jaitly, It the tormenis reicrved 
for the wicked hereafter are eternal, then this 
may ſerve as a reproLt for thoſe who quairel 
with God, and fay it 1s inconſiitent with his jul- 
tice, to puniſh a perion to all eternity, only for 
enj. ying the pleatures of fin for a ſeaſon. But 
ſuch perlons mutt be told, that it is not their 
thinking or calling Goo unjuft, wid make him 
ſo, no more than a condemned priſoner's ſaying 
the Jaw or judge is unjuſt, will render either culy 
chargeable with ſuch an imputation; but know- 
eſt thou, O worm, what blaſphemy thou art guil- 


ty of, in charging God with injuſtice? Shall the 


thing formed ſay to him that formed it, Why 
haſt thou made me thus? And wilt thou preſume 
to arraign the Almighty at the bar of thy ſhal- 
low reaſoning, and call him unjuſt for puniſhing 
thee cternaliy, only becauſe thou wiſheit it may 
not be fo? But hain God ſaid it, and ſhall he not 
do it t He hath ſaid it; and let God be true, tho' 
every man be a liar. Snall not the judge of all 
the earta do right? Aſſuredly he wiil, And if 
Hancrs will not own his juſtice in bis threataings 
here, tiey will be compelled, ere long, to ovn 
and teel them, hen tormented-by him hereaiter, 
But to come to a more practical application 
of wnat bas been Celivered, 1 55 
You have heard, bretnren, the eternity of hell 
; torments 
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torments plainly proved, from the expreſs decla- 
rations of holy ſcriptures, and conſequences na- 
turally drawn from them, And now there ſeems 
to need no grert art of rhetoric to periuade any 


underſtanding perſon to avoid and abhor theſe 


ſins, which, without repentance, will certainly 
plunge him into this eternal gulf. The diſpropor« 
tion between the pleaſure and the pain, (if there 
be any pleaſure in fin), is ſo lofiaitely great, that 
ſuppoſing it was only poſſible, tho* not certain, 
that the wicked would be everlaſtingly puniſhed, 
no one, that has the reaſon of a man, ſor the en- 
Joying a little momentary pleaſure, would, one 
weuld imagine, run the hazard of enduring e— 
ternal pain: but ſince the torments of the damn- 
ed are not only poſſible. but certain, (ſince God 
himſelf, who cannot lie, has told us ſo), tor men, 
notwithſtanding, to perſiſt in their diſobedience, 
and then flatier themſelves, that God will not 
make good bis threatenings, is a moſt egregious 
inſtance of folly and preſumption, 

Dives himſelf ſuppoſed, that if one roſe from 
the dead, his brethren would amend their lives; 
but Chriſtians, it ſeems, will not repent, though 
the Son of God has died and roſe again, and 
told them what they muſt expect, if they ſtill 
contiue obſtinate in evil doing. 

Would we now and then draw off our thoughts 
from ſenſible objects, aud by faith meditate a 
waile on the mileries of the damned, I doubt 
not but we ſhould, as it were, hear many an un- 
happy ſoul venting his fruitleſs ſorrows in ſome 


ſuch pitious moans as theſe. 
&« () wretched man that I am, who ſhall deli- 


e yer me from this body of death? O fooliſh mor- 
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tal that I was, thus to bring myſelf into theſe 
never-craſing tortures, for the tranſicory en- 
joyment of a few ſhort lived pleaſures, which 
tcarcely aſſorded me any ſatisfaction, even 
when 1 moit indulged myſelf in them. Alas! 
are theſe the wages, theſe the effects of fin? 
Are all the grand deceivers inviting promiſes 
come to this? O damned apoſtate ! firſt to de- 
lude with pretended promiſes of happineſs, 
and, after ſeveral years drudgery in his ſervice, 
thus to invoive me in eternal wo, On that I 
had never hearkened to his beguiling inſinua- 
tions | Oh that I had rejected his very firſt 
ſuggeſtions with the utmoſt deteſtation and ab- 
horrence ! Oh that I had taken vp my crols 
and followed Chriſt! Oh that 1 had never ri- 
diculed ſerious goodneſs, and, out of a falſe 
politeneſs, condemned the truly pious, as too 
levere, enthuſiaſtic, or fuperititivus! For 1 
then had been happy indeed, happy beyond 
expreſtion, happy to all eternity, yonder, in 
in thoſe bie ſſed regions where they fit clothed 
with unſpeakable glory, and chanting forth 
their ſctaphic halleſujans to the Lamb that 
ſitteth upon the throne, for ever; but alas! 


« thele relle ctions come now too late; theſe wiſhes 
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now are vain and iruitleſs. 1 have not ſuffered, 
and therefore mult not reign wich them. 1 
have in effect denied the Lord that bought me, 
and therefore jultly am | now denied by bim.“ 
& But | mult live for ever tormented in tneſe 
flames? Muſt this body of mine, which, not 
long ſmce, lay ja ſtate, was clothed in purple 


and fine inen, and fared ſamptuoutly every 


day, muſt this be here eternally confined, and 
© made 


4 
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* made the mockery of inſolting devils? Oh e- 
« ternity ! that thought fills me with deſpair, I 
* cannot, will not, yet I mult be miſerable for 
ever.” 

Come then, all ye ſelf-deluding, ſelf-deluded 
ſinners, and imag ne yourſelves tor once in place 
of that truly wretched man | have been here dif. 
cribing. Think, 1 beſ:ech you, by the mercies 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, think with yourl. ves how 
racking,how unſupportable the never dying worm 
of a ſelf-condemning conſcience will hereafter 
be to you. Think how impoſlible it will be to 
you to awe!] with everlaſting burnings, 

Come, all ye Chriſtians of a lukewarm Laodi- 
cean ſpirit, ye Gailics in religion, who care a lit» 
tle, but not enough, for things of God ; O think, 
think with yourſelves how deplorable it will be 
to looſe the enjoyment of heaven, and run into 
endleſs torments, merely becauſe you will be 
content to be almoſt, and will not ſtrive to be 
aitogether Chriſtians. Conſider, | befeech you, 
conſider how you will rave, and curſe that fatal 
ſtupidity that made you believe any thing leſs 
than a life of ſtrict picty, ſ-If-den:al, ard, mortifi- 
cation, can keep you from thoſe torments,theeter- 
nity of «hich l have been endeavouring to prove. 

But I can no more. Theſe thoughts are too 
melancholy for me to dwell on, as well as for 
you to hear, and God knows, as puniſhing is his 
{lracge work, ſo denouncing tis threatenings is 
mine; but if the bare mentioning the torments 


of the damned is ſo ſhocking, g: od God! terri- | 


ble muſt the enduring of them be! 
And now, are not ſome of you ready to cry out, 
& Theſe are hard ſayings, wio can bear them!“ 


But let not ſincere Chriſtians be in the leaſt 
terrified 
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terrified at what has been delivered; no, for 
you is reſerved a crown, a kingdom, an eternal 
and exceeding weight of glory. Chriſt never 
ſaid the righteous, the upright, the ſincere, but 
theſe wicked, mercileſs, negatively good profeſ- 
ſors, before deſcribed, ſhall go away into ever- 
laſting puniſhment. For you, who love him in 
ſincerity, a new and living way is laid open into 
the holy of holies by the blood of Jeſus Chriſt; 
and an abundant entrance will be adminiſtered 
unto you, at the great day of accompt, into e— 
ternal life, Take heed therefore, and beware 
that there be not in any of you a root of bitter- 
neſs ſpringing up of unbelief; but on the con- 
trary, ſtedfaſtly and heartily rely on the many 
precious promiſes reached out to you in the gol- 
pel, knowing that he who haih promiſed is 
faithful, and therefore will perform, 

But let no obſtirately wicked profeſſors dare 
to apply any of the divine promiſes to them- 
ſelves *© For it is not meet to take the childrens 
bread and give it unto dogs.” No, to ſuch the 
terrors of the Lord only delong. And as cer- 
tainly as Chriſt will {ay to his true followers, 
10 Sen ye ble ſſed children of my Father receive 
the kingdom prepared for you from the beginning 
of the Sake: ” ſo he will unalterably pronounce 
this dreadful ſentence againſt all that die in their 
_ fins, “ Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſt- 
ing fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
From which unhappy ſtate, may God of his 
infinite mercy, deliver us all, thro? Jeſus Chrilt, 
to whom with thee, O F ather, and thee O Holy 
Ghoſt, three Perſons, and one eternal God, be 
aſcribed. as is moſt due, all honour, power, night, 
majeſty, and dominion, now and for eyermore. 
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